C— 


is | 


UuSE 


OF HOLY 


2 


Gravely and Methodically 
DISCOURSED: 


| 
| 
By Wittiam Cruaresr Biſhop of 


Corke, ſowetimes Fellow of Chriſts Caledy 
In CANBRIDGE. 


A Work of fingular benefit to Divincs, and 

all men, to eſtabliſh themſelves, and 
others in the Perfe&ion, Perſpicuity,and 
| Efficacie of Gods Word, againſt Atheiſts, | 
| Heathens, Remaniſts, Enthuſiaſts, and all; 
' other Vnbeleevers and Migsbeleevers, ec. 


ee 


TO WHICH 
Is prefixed a Preface, by a friend to the 


| Anthor, as an IntroduRion to the 
TREATISE, 


—E—_—_ — en _—— __ — 


| 
| Londen, Printed by E.C. for Andrew C rook , at | 
| theGreen Dragon in Pauls Churchyard, 165 3. 


>—— — 


— ———— ww—_—_— - 


- ii DAM Ale ES. 4a... af ai qua $þ7A vS Y TS 8m Vw HW 3JT9 159 ———_— 


CLLLILEAEEEULEE EEE EL LELE SES 


WI OED 


ULLLLLILELLILLLLELLIILIEA 


The Preface. 


H E following Treatiſe thus 
af undreſſed, was put into mine 

| hands neare "Twenty yeares 
fince ( by the very Reverend, 
Learned, and grave Author ) 
to be privately uſed: by mee, as by ſome 
other of his friends, of whom he was not 
aſhamed to be ſeen thus © and to whoſe ca» 
pacity he yeelded (o to liſp. | 

So exemplarily modeſt, and yet fo dif- 
creetly exaCt hee was, that hee liked noc 
to be much in ſight of a cenſorious world, 
though he mericed as little ill from any, 
as he meant, which is no other than love 
and all Chriſtian offices. 

It notwithſtanding hee pleaſed to bec 
publick, hee would come forth ( never in 
A 2 phan= 


g The Preface. | 
phantaſticall affe&ation, but ) in ſubſtan» 
tiall comelineſle. 

And thus ſhould theſe bones of his have | 
appeared, if hee had pleaſed to fulfill | 
them; and happily more, or fewer. 

Yet as they are, they may be known to 
whom they once belonged : And very 
many will call him gladly to minde, 
though I name him nor. 

Shortly, though the excellent Author 
intended it ( perhaps ) never to ſee the 
wide world, the Atheiſticall wicked 
world, the world that ſeorns the Theme 
of his Notes, the H. Scripture, and by 
ſcattering words [ that men dbe, vr nuy 
make it an Idol ] expoſeth it, and God 
withall,, to the —_ hate, contempr, 
and worſe: Yet it were, I ſuppoſe, ſome 
injuſtice to the dead, great injurie to the 
living,: and a ſpice of Sacriledge (belides 
ungratefulneſſe.) in me, to ſteal, in a ſort, 
by concealing to my ſelf this thing, but 
thus much devoted to the Church , or 
beſtowed upon Church-men. 

1 have therefore ( with Gods approba- 
tion, and motion, Ihope ) endeavoured 
to dothe Author and poſterity this right, 

after my ſmall ability, as not to deprive 
them of the great fruic they may, with = 
all 
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and ſome others, reap from this labour; 
nor Kim of the publick improvement of 
this his Talent, as it is. 
AndI have the rather been ſo rude with 
once very reverend friend, leſt fome 
other ſhould ( for I hear that his papers 
are enquired for abroad, to benefit the 
publick, as they are) put this ſcorn upon 
me, that any man ſhould be readyer than 
my felf, to bear blame for ſo deſerving a 


One thing onely ſeemed to remain of 
the Text, the ground of the Diſcourſe, 
though nothing of the Work deſigned by 
the Author; who in declaring the every 

d uſe of holy Scripture according ro 
bh and Method, in uſefull Notes, ob- 
tained the hither-end of that, whereof 
the further end is, Gods glory ( whoſe 
Word he ſo commends ) joyned with our 
neighbour-mans ſalvation. 

That of the Text which ſeemed to me 
preſuppoſed by the Author, and not dif- 
cuſſed, I thought was left for ſome other, 
and ( fince none other will ) it ſeems 
for mee. 

The H. Apoſtle in the former part of 
the __ 2 Tim. ;. deſcribeth the im- 
Plety of the laſt times, propounding _ 

3 (elf, 
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ſclt, his doQrine, manners, and ſuffering; 
to Timothy, and all that would live godly in 
Chriſts Jeſus, tor an example; in the 14 ». 
exhores Timothy tocontinue in the things 
which he had learned , and was aſſured 
of; and that from his knowledge both 
of the perſon from whom hee learned 
them, viz. the Apoſtle, a man inſpired by 
God, and of the holy Scriptures which 
are commended v. 15. from their ability 
or power of making a man Wile unto 
falvation through faith in Chriſt, Which 
his knowledge Ts Scriptures , is illu- 
ſtrated from its duration in paritic to 
Timothy's age. From a child ( ſaith the 
Apoſtle ) thou haſt knowne the holy 
Scripturcs. 

In theſe two laſt verſes 16, & 17. hee 
aicends from the hypetheſts, or ſpeciall, to 
te theſis, or gencrall, commending the 
H. Scrip. From their Author God, who 
vare them by inſpiration: and from thgir pro- 
!!t or nictulnctlec in the reft of the text, the 
167, ( which isthe matter of the follow- 
ing Treatiſe, as is the former of this Pie- 
tace ) which profit is illuſtrated from a 
certain end thereof, 17. v. that the man of 
God may be pertc, throughly turniſkd 
Lt al] good WOrks, 
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Butere I proceed it is requiſite that it 
be ſhewed what is their cohzrence and 
uſein the Body of Divinity, the Truth, :Tims 3 
or Dofrine, according to godlinelle. Tir, 1,1. 


And thus it ſeems to mee to ſtand. 


That God our Lord decreed from all 
#ternity to exert and communicate his 
goodnefle abroad, and in the tulnefle of 
time according thereunto hee performed 
hisdetermination. ©uecunque voluit fecit, DÞ1, 135-6» 
Whatſoever the L O R D would, he did, in the 
Heavens, in the Earth, in the Sea, and in all 
deep places, ſaith the Plalmiſt. That moſt 
lngle, pure, incorporeall att the LORD 
reſolved to make a Creature like ( not 
equall)-co himſelfe. Theretore the firſt 
Creature he is beleeved to have made, was 
after his own image, ſpirituall, to wit, the 
Angels; and fo laſt, the ſoul of man;which 
at firſt hee breathed into our Grandfather 
Adam, and ſtill goes on, working hitherto, 
by a con-naturall aft, to increate, or con- 
generate into bodies, receptacles prepared 
torit. Godand man propagate mankindeg 
who are one part the Image of God, that 
Is, in the ſoul, the other part the body, in 
the Image of Man, 
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To give to Adamand to us his raceonly | [4s 


being without aftivity or power of work 
ing, had been to (mall purpoſe 3 therefore 
he made ns aftive creatures, and that with 


an higher extent of aCtivity then the Horſe | 


and Mule who have no nnderfſtarding,even 
Reaſon and Will : though man being in 
honour underſtood not ( as hee might, ) 
but became ( through his fault ) like the 
beaſt that perifhcrh. 

Now this Reaſon and Will had been 
in vain, ifithadno end to aim at, nei- 
ther God, his Creatoprs glory, nor its 
own happineſſe. Power of choiſe had 
been rather a burthen, yea, acurſe, than 
an eaſe orbleſſing, bad there bzen no rule, 
no good means leading to this end, which 
means men onght to chooſe, refuſing the 
contrary ; Therefore Ged preſcribed a 
Religion, or manner of Service, whereby 
hee would bee beleeycd and workhipped. 
This Service or Religion had been in 
vain, unleile ic had been either written, 
and imprinted in our hearts, as it was in 
Adams, or elſe written and printed in vi- 


ſible, and legible charaQters to be read ot 


every man, as( the Lord be tletfed ) itis 
in our Bibles, propagated and continued 
by good hands, through the power and 
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ly | goodieſſe vf God, from Father to Son, 
ke | trom Predeceſſors to Poſterity, to our 
re | xime, and wee tryſt will be to the worlds 
h | end, 


le 

n More ſally anddiſtinRly, take it, it you 
) pleaſe, thus. 

le Wee have received from God a reaſona- 


ble ſoul, after his image, and capable of 
n | him. Anunderſtanding fit to reflet upon 
- our Creatour,and, in our meaſure,behold 
his glorious Nature, a naturall and inbred 
defire of enjoying God, and reſtlefſe ( if 
| on ſome way beſotted till it come unto 
| bim, 

Now if God ( as Heathen Philoſophers 
could obſerve ) have, even in infertour 
Creatures put no power, ability, or na- 
turall defirein vain; how then ſhall wee 
imagine that in man, the abridgment or 
briet module of the world, the lively 
Image of God, for whoſe Creation there 
was, a$ it were, a Councell called in Heaven, 
Comelet w make Man ;, God ſhould in vain Gen, 1, 
place a nature not perte&ible without 
Him? But all this have we received in vain, 
it God ſhall not reveal himfſelt, and the 
things of God unto us, 

For 
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For it is impoſſib]e God ſhould bee 


known or enjoyed by any, but to whom | 
he ſhall maniteſt himſelt, ( who, as he is | 


the beatificall objeft, ſo is hee the ſole 
Author of the as of ſeeing and injoying 
himſelf, and all other in order thereun- 
to _) or any thing be effeCtually beleeved 
concerning him , whereof himlſelt, - who 
onely knowes himſelfe, hath not teſti- 
fecl. 

And howſoever by the Creation of the 
World , God hath ſomewhat maniteſted 
himſelf; yet could that never have fatished 
mans ſoul in innocency, much lefſe now 
alter the Fall; fince when, unlefle God had 
gracioutly given Revelation , wee were 
prone toabuſe that of him, which (hineth 
in his works, as may appear by the Hea- 
thens fooliſh conceits oft God, and more in 
the Treatiſe following. 

Moreover, alas! we could never have 
thought of Redemption by Chriſt, nor 
of Grace to be had, and obedience to bee 
ponent here, nor of Glory to be inherited 
iereakter, no not by the help ot all the 
Angels, had not God himſelt, who only 
knows his own will, revealed them. Of 
which you will find ſolid diſcourſe in the 
Poox tullow.ng, 


And 
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And ibdeed it did not bſeem the na- 


ture of God, nor befit our condition, 
that we ſhould be the deviſers of worſhip 
for God: His wiſdome knows beſt what 
worſhip may beſeem us to doe unto him, 
and how to deviſe and preſcribe the ſame. 
Ic beſeems his Juſtice to be the Rule of 
that Worſhip, and his Will the enjoyner 
of it : ſeeing the very formality, or beiug 
of worſhip conliſts in conformicy or ſuta= 
bleneſſe to the Juſtice and Will of the 
party worſhipped, and his goodneſſe alone 
1s to be the rewarder ofit. Good reaſon 
hee ſhould reveal this, who is to puniſh 
omiſſion, and reward obedience. 

And though we were bound by the att 
of Creation, much more of Redemprtlon, 
to worſhip him; yet did it not Lenels 
us to pay this debt, till he ſhould pre- 
{cribe wherein. No though we could have 
deviſed fit worſhip : Much leſſe fince the 
Fall, whereby we are ſo infatuated, and 
beſotted, and the worſhip now required 
challenging ſuch an height of knowledge, 
as Men and Angels never could have afpi» 
red nnto, 

Finally, a man could never have peace 
of conſcience in any duty hee performed, 
except his Maker and Redeemers good 

pleaſure 
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pleaſure had been revealed unto him, and | 


unleſs all the H. Scripture had been given 
by inſpiration from God; the Author gi- 
ving it the Authority it juſtly chal- 
lengeth. 


The Holy Gods gy nry © may by his in» 
ſpired Apoſtle, or Man of God, here, 
are 


[ NIazon yeurd Hiaydore.] 


Tee", Scripture ] Iam refolved not to 
diſpute, whether only the ſenfe of Gods 
Word were inſpired, or the words alſo, 
Fnever yet met with thoſe arguments of 
the former aſſertion, which I conceive, a 
man of not ſo ſtrong and excellent parts 
a»the Learned Defenders thereof, might 
not reaſonably ſolve, and yet acknow- 
ledge the divers readings conſonantly 
enough. 

My fenſe is ( with reverence to greater 
judgment , and readinefſe to ſubmit to 
better reaſons than yer 1 ſee, if it ſhall be 
thought wholeſome and ſcaſonable to 
produce them ) that the word [| Scripture | 
in this place is wrapped in two Tropes 
or Figurative expreſſions : Firſt, by a 

Synechdeeve 
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acts ad & 1 


Zo We way oF - 


The Preface. 


| Synecdoche, of the generall for the nyore 
{peciall, Sc 


ripture is put for holy Scrip- 
ture, as is very plain in the verſenext be» 
forethis text. Again, Scripture in La» 
tine, writing in Engliſh, is either uſed by 
a Metonymie of the ſubje& for the ad- 
junit; ſo we call the Works or Books 
of men, their Writings, Scriptures z 

I think, rather yesupars than yeapes : Or 
elſc it's uſed in the proper and moſt uſuall 
ſenſe, for the a& of icribing, penning, 
writing. 


I ſee not cauſe enough to doubt of this, 


That both Holy writ ic ſelf, that is, 


| the boly things writtenin the Canonical 


Scripture of the Bible ;_asalfo the ſcrip- 
tion, penning, or writing of thoſe holy 
Booksat firſt, are both of them given by 
inſpiration of God. 

Ilzoz, 41] But of one kind, all ( as 1 
ſhall touch ere we part ) all that Scripture, 
the holy Scripture in the verſe next fore- 
going mentioned. 3 yeupi, The whole 
Scripture of this kinde , of the Pro-' 
phets, Evangeliſts, __ and the like 
to them, is Canogicall, not paſlively, as 
if it could not bea Rule or Canon, a 

leſſe 
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V. 195, 


h.2 21, 
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Jeſſe men would authoriſe it for one, but 
aftively, becauſe it gives, or isa Rule to 
man, of right, even to hint that indeed 
will not be ruled by it. And it feems,there 
is ſome #728 excellency in the fingulat 
number Teze# implyed , as if it excelled 
Plato, Ariftotle, and all mens writings. The 
Scripture of ſcriptures is the holy Scrips 
ture, and that becauſe 


| 
| 


end: &, given by inſpiration of Gd] 


Breathed or inſpired by God] this is the 
word, 


But what's the thing ? 


The Divine Writer to the Hebrews af- 
firms, That God fpake unto our Fathers 
Heb. 1, 1. by the Prophets mavugcs x; wiwre/mer, at 
ſundry times, and in divers marners, Whereof 
this was one. -. 

Speaking is taken largely ſometimes 

for all manner of wayes of Revelation. 
Sometimes hee ſpake ts their outward 
ſenſes, as to their fight and hearing in 
particular. To their Hearing, either by 
a voyce created for that purpoſe, This #s 
Mat.z.17, my beloved Sin, in whom 1 an mens ; 
r 
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Oc by a voyce framed by the miniftery of 


13 


an Angell in an aſſumed body. Thus the Gen-19.1, 
Angels ſpake to Lot to remove out of So 95 *6. 


dm. Or laſtly,properly by a voyce uttered 
by the mouth of his Sqn, 9 vas # mduer@ 
$494or, and of holy men of God who 
ſpake as they were carried or ated by the 


| holy Ghoft. 


He ſpake ( ina borrowed large ſenſe ) 


| likewifeto their eyes, cither by appariti- 


=  . &*” 


ons, or eſpecially by the written Word 
of God : and this maniteſtation was part- 
lycalled Vifion, and perhaps from hence 
the Prophets of old, were called Videntes 
Seers. 

God hath alſo revealed himſelf ro men 
by ſpeaking to them inwardly, ſometimes 
to their phanfie by dreams, 33 Jeb 14. 
$2 6. verſes. 

Laſtly , after a manner unſpeakable, 
God hath manifeſted himſelf to the minds 
of men, by djRating his Mind, and Will, 
and Word, to men choſen by him for 
that end. And this way of Revelation is 


called ——— 


Thus all holy Scripture is given by in- 

ſration of God, as we belceve. 
| And that upon ſuch arguments as are 
mcomparably beyond all, brought in for 
evidence 


Numbk 1s, 
6, v8, 
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evidenceto beget beliefof any other Reli. 
jon; and ſuch asto which nothing can 
raged to make them not to bee ve 
credible. Which alone, if true, is aſu 
cient aft on the propoſers part to beyet 
( not knowledge which requires ſcientif- | 
call, and the more artificiall arguments, ' 
but ) ſuch a Faith as the Motives or argu- 
mentsthereot, are fit to per{wade, thoſe | 
arguments coming in their ſeverall proper | 
powers. | 
This is a work which divers have had | 
in hand, and brought to good paſſe, and 
it had ſucceeded better towards its bigh 
end but that the enviow man will not 
endure any thing, ſhall paſſe for an argu- 
ment here, but onc, the teſtimony of man, 
and that of none of the beſt friends of 
holy Scripture. Had not ſome of ouc 
own Divines decryed the Works of thoſe 
other learncd men of ours, which they 
cannot allent to, becauſe thelr Intereſt 
fayes they ſhall not, and herein aſſiſted the 
adverſary bronght on his knees in the 
conflit, Gods word had found a freer pal- 
ſage, and more belicf upon the ſame, and 
better grounds. 
The arguments made uſe of in this 
matter, are not all of one naturc, aus 
them 
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them more|dire&ly tending to win be- 
lief, that theſe are the writings derived to 
us by hands of very great note trom the 
holy pen men tchereot, & the pureſt times: 
Others to gain and beget, with the holy 
Spirits efficacy in and with them ſuch a 
Faith, as (Intereſts, ſelf-love, and fuch &115.6. 
other prejudices laid afide ) will work Heb.11.33 
by love,will,in acceptable meaſure,work Rom. 13. 
righteouſneſs, keep the Commande- Ga” _ 
ments. | AR 15.9, 

Laſtly, purifying, and ſantifying the 36.18, 
heart (as holy Scripture ſpeakes ) and 1 Tob.s.4; 
overcoming the world is accompanied R9"-5- i, 
with Juſtification and Salvation, ſo ob» | 2**+ 
taining the promiſes. Between which Heb. xx, 
two conſiderations there is widediſtance, 1,33, 
which, well conſidered, will folve the 
Grand Difficulties in theſe Caſes ob- 
jeed, 

An argument that will paſs among 
many Chriſtians, is the holy Scriptures 
Teſtimony concerning it ſelf,or properly 
Gods Teſtimony in holy Scripture con- 
cerning it. All ſayings beſides {= L. 5. de 

elies to Gubernir, 


Salvian) need arguments and witn 

confirm them, Dei autem ſermo ipſe bi teſtis Pi. 

eft, quianeceſſe eſt, quicquid incorrupta veri= 

ts lequityr, incorruptuan ſit teſtimenizm, Mcn 
B may 
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Slokn 5.9. may, God cannot lye, If we receive the 
witneſs of men, the witneſs of God iz 

reater, Our Saviour ſpeaking perhaps 

- conceſſion, according to rhe vulgar 
opinion, perhaps otherwiſe, faich, It ] 

thn 5,31. ear witneſs of my ſelf , Chaply, [and 
have noother witneſs] is underſtood ) my 

witneſs is not true, it will not paſs, or 

let it not. Bur ſpeaking according to 

their Law, anddire&ly, he faies, Yer if 


I judge, oy pos is true; forl am | 


not alone, but I and the Father that ſent 
me. It is alſo written in your Law, that 
the teſtimonie of two men is true, (i.e. 
muſt paſs) I amonethat beareth witneſs 
of my lf, and the Father that ſent me 
beareth witneſs of me, 
That God the Father,and ].Chriſt the 
Son, and holy Ghoſt, all bear record to 
holy Scripture, hath been ——_— 
MDs _ yy others; and theſame in = 
7, Kam. lately, by a very pious, diligent, an 
preg} learned Writer of our own, who dothall 
© "things like himſelfe. 
is proof, me thinks, cannot reaſon- 
ably berefaſed by the Church of Rome. 
For why ſhould nor the Scripture be be- 
lieved teſtifying it ſelf ro be Gods Word, 
at leaſt as well as they wko (the greatcli 
pare 


| 
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pars of the world denying it) afficme 
themſelves the only true Catholick and 
Apoſtolick Chucch of Chriſt, and only 
people of God? 

| the Reader to peruſe theſe Texts 
and compare them, and I ſhall adde no 
more to this head. 


Rom. 9. v.17. Exod 9.4.16. Gen. 13. v. 3» 
Gal3.v.8, Kom.11 v.32. Gal.3.9.22, Exod. 
17.9.5. Jer.1.v.2,4,7,9,11. &c. Ads 28. 
V.25.@ce Mat.11.v.4, 2 Cor.13-v-3. Eph.2. 
v.17, 2 Pet. 1. v.20,21. & 3.v,15,16, 
Heb. 1. v.1,2, 2 Tim. 3. v.15. & C4 
V. 6, 7+ 


But if the Atheiſt will (as bis icreligion 
ingages him) not accept this for a proof, 
lince he cannot without manifeſt contra- 
dition to himſelſe, both denic that God 
is, and affirm that he ſpeaks : Yet are we 
not deſtitute of ſuch prools, as ſome 
apart, but moreall together, will either 
convince him,or prove him a fool. 

Theſe tendeither to beger humane oc 
divine belief, according as they are. 

The former ſort ſpring from the wit- 
neſs of man, which though it cannot be- 
get divine belief, TP nor Faith, nor 

2 any 
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any other effeft can riſe higher than the | 
cau ſe whence it proceeds,and in which it 
is founded ; yet may it by Gods Order 
and Difpenſation prepare a man to divine 
belief. 

And without doubt the Teſtimony of 
the Church was ſo evident authority to 
S. Auſtin, no tool, that he muſt upon the 
credit of jo many honeſt, knowing,wel- 
meaning men, beleeve this ( or be fit to, 
be hifſed for an incredulous fool) what | 
thoſe Scriptures an which they preached, 
and which they profeſſed, were the Ori» 
ginals, or elſe Copies of the holy Scrip» 
ture, or Writings of Inſpired men, mol | 
of them bearing their proper Authors | 
name in their Front. which their | 
Teſtimony they were able and ready to 
give exa& account out of their Archives 
and Regiſters : {ſo their predeceſſors 
upward till the Apoſtles. 

There are ſome witneſſes to part, (a 
Jews and Turks our profeſſed enemies, 
and therefore willingly teſtifying no- 
thing for us) and to all of it many thou» 
ſands Saints and Martyrs, no atrabiliary 
male-contents, but adviſedly reſolved, 
ſober Chriſtians, who have ſealed to the 
divine Truth in hand, and the conſe- 

quents 
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aents thereof otherwiſe, or with their 
bloud : and ſome of them ſo un- 
intereſſed in the world, and wholly de- 
voted to Gods glory and the peoples 
ood, that they could therefore have 
-_ content to have loſt their lives at 
leaſt, yea and their ſouls. 
This argument indeed from humane 


9 


2, 
Rom, 9.3: 


Exad, 33, 
3 


Teſtimony, can but prove that Jeſus our 


Saviour, the holy Apoſtles, &c. ſpake or 
wrote theſe words; as ſome of them 
knew, the reſt beleeved. 

The other prove the Divinity thereof, 
and are together fit and ſufficient to be- 
get divine belief, and they are ſuch as 
wich divine authority have influence into 
the Heart of Man,and do build our Faith 
more immediately on Gods Truth, into 
which enly, the beſt Faith muſt be analy- 
ſed; no principle, to him that confeſſech 
this to be truly affirmed of God (that he 
is a Spirit infinite in all perfc&ion, and 
r Gate to in truth) being in ic ſelf more 
evident than this afien is, (it is 
—_— ſurely true, becauſe God faies 
it, 

Now Divine arguments are of two 
ſorts: Such as have power publick of 


- convincing all men ; or ſuch an one as 


B3 hath 
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hath ſtrength to convince and aſſure pri. 
vately, and that ſavingly, ſuch as reſiſt is 


not. 

Thoſe of the former ſort are either ſuch 
outward ations of God about the holy 
Scriptures, asdo ſtrongly argue that they 


.came from him, as his ſigns, miracles and 


apparitions wondertull, either ſignifica- 


tive of his preſence, or repreſentative of , 


his perſon. The _—_ light, the thick 


darknels, a private and publick, loud and | 
ſtill voice, in a humane ſhape by his An» | 


gels, it not by his own Son asa Prelydiun 
ro his humanitie, which after he took in 
the truth of Incarnation. Theſe ſtrange 
things either were wrought by God (and 
then holy Scripture is his Word, who is 
ſo juſt and holy, that he would never 
have uſed them to confirm a doftrine 
falſe, or none of his) orelſe got wrought 
by him, andthen "tis the greateſt miracle 
of all, that the world without miracles 
ſhould believe a Dotrine ſo contrary to 
ſelf-love and worldly intereſt, that the 
wiſeſt Heathens, as they were (ſhort in the 
degree of teaching and urging vertue,' ſo 
they could in no kind once think of the 
proper Tenents and Inſtitutes of Chriſti- 
anity. 

Or 
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Ormoreover, God hath done other 
deeds to prove the H. Scriptures to be gi- 
ven of himſelf. Theſe are either can- 


cerning it, or by it. 


Concgrningit : He hath kept it in all 
particulars, both ſenſe and 

words unaltered, unmixct ; fo as his Ju- 
ftice, Wiſdome, and Power, ſo as his juſt 
Titles of Law-giver, King, Lord, Father, 
uft, mercifall 4 require of him, be- 
our neceſſity, And to doubt hereof, 
were ſo far forth to doubt whether we 
ſhould love and ſerve him, or indeed be- 
lieve that he is God, that is, infinite in all 
perfetions, He hath kept it againſt ſo 
many great inroads and invaſions of the 
Devil and his inſtruments, a wicked per- 
ſecuting world, and falſe Brethren, Tra- 
ditores Traitors againſt it, inſuch alter- 
ation of times, and viciſſitude of affairs ; 
though it croſſed the corrupt reaſon and 
affe&ion of people ſoaked in Idolatry and 
linfull luſts, living at caſe; whereas this 
Book, and DoEtrine thereof was attended 

with the Croſs, and perſecution. 

By it God hath | ſtrange deeds ; 
overthrown the kingdome of Satan ſo 


long and ſtrongly founded in the world, 
B 


4 ſtanding 
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ftanding on the twq main pillars of De. 
vils Qracles, and Demons Idolatrie; and 
eſtabliſhed his own in the hearts of man 
millions, ſo deeply, as that they dare die 
fort; in fo ſhort a time, that tho 
Gods Ward, without the efficacie of t 
holy Ghoſt, be a croſs to the mind, and 
fleſh, or ſenſuall appetite of man; and 
the Minifters tew, .interiour, infirm, (yet 
of undauntcd courage) oppoſed by Ad. 
verſaries ſubtile, powerfull,in authority, 


of contrary prattice and profeſſion ; and | 
withall exaſperated with calamities 


which they imputed to Chriftians and to 


the change of Religion : yet the work | 
oftheir Converſion, and the fall of Satan | 


was as quick as lightning. 


Now thoſearguments proving the holy 


Scriptures divinity which God ſet or | 


implanted therein, are conlidered ci- 


ther Simply , or Comparatively one 
part with another, 


In the former are to be conſidered the 


kind of the Doftrine,and the phraſe of 
H, Writ, 


The DoQtrine is propounded to man 
r in 


SS BEARGSSES 


The Preface. 


in Preceprt wherein not only the mart- 
ter and ſubſtance of duties, in themſelves 
holy, are injoyned ( which argues the 
bolinefſe of that God who commands 
them for our good) and are confident! 
preſcribed to be done by man , chough 
croffe to his fleſh and bloud, (which ar- 
gues Gods omniportence) but alſo the 
manner of their performance is required 
tobe out of conſcience, and love to God 
and our neighbours, without hypocriſie 
or impurity of the heart,which is known 
to God alone. Hence appears in the ſcrip= 
ture (as the former attributes ot holineſs 
and omnipotence, ſo ) omniſcience 
alſo. 

It comes to man moreover in}Jpromilſes 
and threats, which are ſo many Motives 
to man to obſerve the precepts to [doe 
them,and can befulfilled or executed on- 
ly by God, and available to moveno man 
but the conſcience of ſuch as acknowledg 
the precepts to come trom God. The au- 
thority of mans bare commandement 
depends upon the proveableneſs of its 
jultice and equity : but the authority of 
Gods commands depends upon their 
powerfrom God. 

Neither is it only propounded to _ 

ut 
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but alſo otherwiſeexerciſeth it (elf about 
bim, as. in declaring and tendring 
verity to the wicked, mercie to = js 
and the fic temperature of them in 
Chriſt; ſo that although God dearly love 
his Creature, yet he will not be reconci- 
Jed without a Mediatour, and him be- 
ſprinkled with his owne life-bloud, 
though he be his Son : whom indeed, 
having ſuffered, he will raiſe ap, place at 
his right hand,make a King and Saviour 
to the ſons of men, Author of Salvatjon 
toall that obey him. 

Yea though God would have all men 
to be ſaved; yet he applyes powerfully 
theefhcacie ut his obedience and ſuffer- 


ings to Belcevers and pcenitent Sinners | 
only, and to ſuch as by their obedience | 


and ſufferings are, or are ready to be con» 
formed to the Image of bis Son : And unto 
them he imparts a greater meaſure of 
glory than cver Adam in his beſt integrity 
was capable of, viz. to fit on Chriſts own 
Throne with him, as Mcmbers with the 
Head, 

By the phraſe of Scripture, I mean not 
the concinviticgand elegaucie,and bravery 
of the flouriſh ot the ſtyle, (though there 
want not ſome who dare with the Song 

of 
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of, Moſes, the Pſalm of David, and the be- Devr. 33. 
ginning of the Prophet 1/aiah, n_— 104. 
I 


the lottieſt wing of Homer to ſoar a pitc 
and the Prince of Latine Poets to fing a 
ſtrain ) Buc the attributes of perfetion 
given it, which God its Author claims to 
himſelf, as to be the ſearcher of the beart, 
and trier of the reins, Almighty in a ſort, 
&, which it a&ts ina ftrange manner, 
whether you conſider the perſons to 
whom Kings as well as Peaſants, nay the 
Prince of darkneſs, and the whole world 
without exemption of any z or the man- 
ner of denouncing and commanding in 
expreſlions of Majeſty (which in any but 
God,were inſufferable, being to all men) 
I am the LORD thy God, no other Preface. 
I the LORD have ipoken it, this is the Con» 
clufion. Thou ſhalt,th. u ſhalt not,upon 
pain of evils here and in hell, or in hope 
of the promilſcs of the lite that now is, 
and (in heaven) that is 'to come. Here's 
the ſtyle. 

The Harmonie of one part with anc- 
ther, is found by comparing the Do- 
Grines uttered and penned in fach dt- 
ſtance of times and places by ſo many 
Writers : Of whom in the old Teſtament 
Iſaiah was ſawen to pieces by Manaſſ:h, 


Feremy 
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Zech.'t.1; Jeremy, Ezekiel, Amos, ſlain, and Zecharich | 
Mat.23-35 the ſon of Berachiah between the Temple 
andthe Altarz and divers writers of the 
New Teſtament, and all this for the only | 
profeſſion of that truth which they ſpake 
and wrote, and would not recant. 
Moreover,by comparing the Figures w" 
their Antitype,the ſhadow with its body. 
Meb.ti, How fit a body was our Feſw to their 
19, _ whom Abraham received from the 
cad ina figure; to Sampſon, to the Pro» 
phet Fonah,and his other ſhadows! | 
Adde hereto | c_— or propheſies 
with their conform or anſwerable event, 
even in _ moſt contingent, and often 
to mans reaſon, next impoſſible, and that 
Ir long before. Here is the finger of God 
= o 't, without doubt. Which of the Heathen 
417, Gods ever yet anſwered the Prophet 
I(aiah's challenge? Compare onely Gen, 
15.v.13,14- with Exod.12.v.40,41. and 
wonder, 
The antiquity of H. Scripture above 
i the writings of the Heathen is not no- 
thing z Burt | paſs it, and end this Dit- 
quiſition with that argument, which 
ſerves not ſo to convince other men, as 
ſavingly to aſcertaine ſome few, ſuch 
namely as reſiſtnot, but receive it. This 
is 
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is the Teſtimonie of the holy Ghoſt wit» 
_ this truth | that holy Scripture 
wen by inſpiration of God | which he doth 
by inlightning the mind to conceive it ; 
by inlivening and ſtrengrhening the heart 
with abilities to perform the commands 
therein contained, in ——_— of the 
= promiſes, which the ſame hol 
pirit convinceth the mind to be fairhfull 
and true, and converts the will to eount 
them good, worthy of all acceptation, and 
by his moſt powerfull grace (God onl 
knows how) makes us (all worldly fſelt- 
love laid afide) relye upon the Lord Je- 
ſus only for righteouſneſs and life ; in 
the promiſes whereof the ſaid holy Spirit 


27 


confirms and eſtabliſheth us,' ſealing us to £14.36, 


theday of Redemption, with the holy *15-'+ 


Spirit of promiſe, the earneſt of our in- 
inheritance #s 4xvu7Tgony dumiiorus, till 
Godfetch out, by compleat Redemption, 
his ſealed; and they injoy the purchaſed 
poſleflion, unto thepraiſe of his glory. 
Note here, that we ſpeak of the Spirit 
of Chriſt (no other Spirit) that takes ot 


+, 


Chriſts Goſpel , (no other Goſpel) and 1:þ, 16,55 
thus cauſeth the praiſe of his glory, or Gal.1.8.s 
glorifies him. Brings Chriſts ſayings to 14k.14 26: 


their remembrance, and not the Devils or 
Mans 
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Mans Enthufiaſms, or conceits of Infalli> 


bility. 

This holy Spirit of God, we may,muſt 
follow, not tearing any giddyneſs in a 
round objefted to this part, For neither 


is it all one(as I haveſaid)to beleeve ſuch | 


a Chapter and verſe to be Canonical; and 
to beleeve it when it appears to be ſo: 
Nor do we offer to prove to them by this 
argument, that holy Scripture is Guds 
Word ; only we lay, Gods Spirit proves 
it unto us. 


Of this infinite favour, giving holy | 
Scripture by inſpiration, Gods goodnels | 


to weak forgettull man, and his Ju- 
ſtice, that he might judge the world righ- 


teouſly, and his wiſdome, who knew | 


what was beſt for us; were the proper 
{ources or Originals; That we might 
have a more ſure word of Propheciec,(be- 
cauſe written) then that which came by 
unwritten Tradition, ready to be for- 
gotten, even that word of God to become 
Scripture, or that holy Do&rine, written 
by holy men of God in the Church, which 
was before the Church was, by, and to 
which the Church and every live Member 
thereof was called from the beginning. 
That theſe ſure teſtimonies which were 

Written 
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written afore-vime might be tor our .ear- 
ning, even a Lamp to our Feet, and a Light to Pſal. 119, 
our Paths, a light ſhining in a dark, place (ma- 195+ 
king ariel plat) that we hn. _—_ - ay 
patience and comfort of the Scriptures © © ® 
mighthave hope: For our example, for x Cor. 10, 
ouradmonition upon whom the ends of 6,1. 

the world are come. That it might be 

the rule of that worſhip required ot usby 

God. It is written,thou ſhalt worſhip the Mar. 4.19, 
Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thou 

ſerve. That we may learn, not to thinke , ©, , « 
above that which is written, and if we Per. 4.11, 
- to ſpeak as the Oracles of God, 

at we may try the Spirits whether they 79s. 39- 
br of God or no, and that by ſearching pda 
the $criptures (as the noble Bereans did.) ,, P 
That we may learne to heare and obey As 5.29, 
Chriſts voice, not the voice of a ſtranger, 1lob.to, 4, 
to obey God more then men, to know +: 16. 
the true Shepheard from ſuch as come in ***7* *5: 
Sheeps cloaching, and are ravenous 
Wolves. 

Ina word, forall thaſe ends and uſes , T; q.\ 
in the verſe before the text, That a man 15. 
may be wile co ſalvation through taith in 
Chriſt, anſwerable to that of Saint Jobn, 1-9-2021 
Theſe things are witten that ye might 
believe, and belicving, might have life 
through 
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s Tim. 3.the Text, that the Man of God may be | 
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through hig name. In the verſe following 


perfe& throughly turnifhed unto all good 
works : and in the Text, AU H, Scripture 
is given by inſpiration of God, and is profitable 
for Dottrine, for reproof, (or confutation 
for correftion, and for inſtrutjion in rg. 
eſs z which ends comprehenlive of all 
other, are the Subje& of the Diſcourſe 
following. 

Now what cauſe have we poore men 
(juſtly deprived of original righteouſnes 
living as without God in the world,not 
having him in all our A to bleſs 
Gods Holy Name,who gave us this New 
Light, the laſt Revelation of his whole 
Counſell, hisentire laſt Will and Teſta- 
ment, to which nothing is to be added, 
from which nothing tobe diminiſhed,un- 
der the higheſt plagues and forteitures, 
expreſſed in moſt terrible words by the 
dreadtull God who gave them by inſpira- 
Lion, even the holy Scripture! 

Which therefore is ai7'mgs, e1imas y 
ions Wdt;xts a£10>, A word faithfull in it 
ſelf, worthily beleeved, worthy of all ac- 
ceptation.So truth itſelf, that it only is 
fit to be ſtandard and rule of all ſaving 
eruth, a perfeft Canon, a never fajlin 

Touch-ſtoneto try all ſpirits, An 


[ 
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And can receive no authority or ſtrength 


' from man, as if the Churches definition 


made it a wvvr or Rule, who found it as 
it is (for we hope they added or ſabſtra- 
ed nothing) But from God it hath to be 
aruletoman in order to his happineſs, 
from whom it hath to be. 


Let the 20. Artitle of our Engliſh Con- 
teſſion, to which we formerly ſubſcri- 


bed, ſpeak its mind. 


The Church bath power to decree Rites and 
Ceremonies, and authority in Controverſies of 
Faith; Andyet it is not lawfull for the Church 
ts ordain any thing that is contrary to Geds word 
written; neither may it jo expound one place of 
Scripture, that it be repugnant to anather. 
Wheretore although the Church bea wit- 
nefle and keeper of holy Writ, yet (as ic 
ought not to decree any thing againſt the 
lame, ſo) beſides the ſame ought ic not to 
inforce any thing to be belicved for ne- 
cellity of ſalvation. 


The 2t, Article ſayes thus, 
General Councels my erre, and (ometimes 


have erred, even in things pertaining unto God. 
C Wherefore 
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Wherefore things ordained by them, as neceſſary 
ts |alvation,beve neitber ſtrength nor authority, 
unlefſe it may be declared that they be ta» 
ken out of holy Scripture. 

To theſe we heartily ſubſcribed as to 
points about the chiet toundation of Re- 
tormation in Religion : The contrary 
aſſertion being the ſtrongeſt Hold and 
Caftle of the errors we fortook. 

Who, aiter all this,dare diſpenſe with 
any ftanding and "ey nate” + wodes in 
H. Wricz Whodareſay, I manam above 
Gods word 2 when none but the Anthor 
can give authority of this ſort,/as is ſome» 
what too clear to need proving. 

And for my part, I dare nor aſcribe 
ſuch avnwsa, amhentickneſs and infal- 
libilicieto the judgment of any men, be 
he preacher or private perſon(though ne- 
ver io wile or honeſt) as to give away 
the H. Scriptuces prerogative, which it 
could receive trom none but Gods In* 
ſpiration.' 

It I ſhouldbelieve any thing|in Religi- 
'0N to be true or falſe (whoever ſpoke it) 
up on a mans bare word, without expreſs 
Scripture, or good conſequence rightly 
deducible therefrom ; 1 ſhould have cauſe 
tothink, 1 had exchanged my _— of 

an 
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Manfor that of Beaſts, who follow the 
Herd,not alwayes que exrdum, which way 
they _ qua itur, after the gang : 
orelſ{egood Religion for bad, co believe 
in man in ſtead of God: or clſe my reaſon 
with a Fool, to truſt another mans eyes, 
rather than mineown, in chings I can 
well ſee. 

Never was there mere man alwaics free 
from error, God and his Word only are 
ſorrue, as infallible. Burt all men are 
liers (fo far as that poſſibly they may erre, 
and doe) ſaith the man inſpired by God; 
and that very ſentence was given by in» 
ſpiration. 


le remains that I humbly defice my coun- 
try-men to doe themſelves a favour or 
ewo. 


One is, to be as willing every word of 
Scripture ſhould be true and goud,as men 
are, that the ſtories thereof (which little 
concern them) be true; and che promiſes 
thereot (which pleaſe them well) ſhould 
be good. Orl make it mine hearty re- 
queſt, that they be wel-pleaicd to belicve 
the ſame of the precepts and threatnings 
of Divine Inſpication in holy Scripture, 

C 2 that 
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that they doe of the promiſes, i.e. That | 
the thing in every of them propounded is * 


good, therefore to be conſented to and 
imbraced, as well as the propoſition that 
carries it, is true, and to be firmly affens 
ted unto, This were a complete be- 
leeving. 

And all cauſe in the world, why 1 
ſhould prevail. For God is #&&#r& m2@&, 
The o_ wiſe (ſayes the _— whoſe 
underftanding is infinite. Therefore 
knows perfe&ly what he ſaies. He is faith- 
full, and the Holy One of 1ſracl «44s 
who cannot lie, not poſſibly. 

Beſides that we highly honour God 
the Author in believing his Word,thereby 
giving him the glory of his veracitie, the 
contrary Whereot makes1i.e.counts him a 
lyar, or behaves ic {elt, as itit did, We 
thall reap the ſweet comfort thereof in 
the evill day, amidſt all affaulcs, and fing, 
I know whom l truſted,God in his Work, 
God thatcannot lie, who is faithtull and 
righteous in all his wayes and Chaſiadh 
good, kinde, holy in all his works, and 
in none more than this worke, his holy 
Word. 

And for my part, if I were certain any 


implicit Faich would ferve my _—_ 
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all points,I durſt not venture on the Col- 
liers round Faith, Quid credis? Fidem FEc- 
clefie. Bid Eccleſia? Meam Fidem, Bur 
would dare to truſt my ſoul upon the H. 
Scripture, and believe moſt firmly that to 
be highly true and good, which God the 
Author had inſpired as the ſenſe of ic, 
whatever that ſenſe ſhould fall our 
to be. 

To this H. Scripture we muſt ſubmit 
our ſelves as to the high Law ofthe King 
of Kings, and Lord of all, even Lords. In 
ſo doing, God will reap the honour, we 
the benefit. 

There is one only requeſt to make to 
Scholars, Divines, who have their ſenſes 
exerciſed in the Scriptures. 

Itis,that ſome one or more would ga- 
ther up the fragments, the jods and rictſes 
of this inſpired Word, that nothing be 
loſt, and compile them ina Work to- 
gether, 

Plainly, Very many have taken great 
good pains in Commentaries, Glofles, 
Annotations. And of this laſtſort (dit- 
paraging none) Era[mi, Beza,and Grotims, 
men of vaſt parts, all. Theſe, here and 
there, have gathered up the Adverbs,Con- 
juntions and Prepoſitions, &c. and hap- 
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pily oftentimes rendred them to their 
proper ſenſe. But have laid their 'pather- 
ings ſo far off,in ſuch diſtant repolttorics, 
that it's farre more labour to put them 
thenceinto a basker, then from H. Scrip- 
ture where they are, and whereof they are 


rt. 

That 1 may give an inſtance of my 
meaning, Iput theſe tew Quzries, and 
they are nv more, neither would I be mi- 
ſtaken, as if I at all intended to dog- 
matiſe, 


_— 


—— 


I. ere, about the _ 19, 9,7, 
quia, &c. ideo, &c. Nam, ſed,&c, becauſe, 
therefore, &*c. for, ec. 


Quere, Whether the word { becauſe] in 

1 Sem.2.25,| They (Elies ſons)hearkened 
not to the voice oftheic Father becauſe the 
LORD would ſhy them] might not as 
Grammatically, and Theologically, be 
rendered (in ſtead of that cauſall) by this 
illative conjuntion | therefore? As Theoy 
logically, becauſe as well (at leaſt) clea- 
ring God fromall aſperſion of cauſing or 
euthoriſing mans (in, and the deſtrugion 
thereby intentionally cauſed ; that the 
blame 
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blame of their deſtruZion may be laid upon 
themſelves , where it ought. O Iſrael Hoſ 13, g, 
thou haft deſtroyed thy ſelf. I know the 
ordinary reading may have good ſenſe, 
but isit ſo good ? 

Andas Grammatically , ſince the Hee 
brew Conjun&ion?'Y there uſed, is ſo 
rendred by the ſame our Tranſlatours, 
— therefore have I ſpoken: and fo pg. 11G, 
ought to be,as is evident from Saint Paul, xo, 
who citing theſe words, following the 
Lxx,renders them by Efr4ox [NI] iahnon, > C0r.4. 
which #3 js tranſlated ideo in the Text, '* 
and propter quod by Arias Montanxs in the 
Margine of his Interlinear Tranſlation of 
the place in the Greek. By Caſtel/is and 
his adverſary Beza,ideo:By Trem-lius in his 
Latine out of the Syriac,and before him, 
by Eraſmus,propter quod,and ſo before them 
all by the vulgar Latine, and by Eraſmus 
in his Annotations on the place, guaprop= 
ter, and propterea quod. 

And it is be better read in that place of 
Sam. [therefore ] than | b:cax/e | may it not 
alſo be ſoin that place, Jer. 4.2.1$.This is 
thy wickedneſs becauſe it is bitter, becauſe 
it reacheth unto thine heart, which beares a 
hard conſtruftion; when by reading 
therefore, therefore, all is clear, and rannes 

C 4 currently 
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currently after the immediately foregoing 

words in the ſame verſe, Thy way and thy 

doings have procured theſe things unto 

thee; This is thy wickedneſs, therefore, &c. 

And indced Buxt.in both theſe texts tran- 

Lex v*"** (lates the Conjunttion igitur, ideo, idcirce, 
; But eſpecially,doth not this give much 
light and clearneſs to that diffcult | 

ſage in the Parable, —— by ſome 


miſinterpreted ? Her finnes which are | 


many, are forgiven | for ] ſhe loved much, 
Luk.7.47. Seing 9 isby theLXX rendered in, 
which our laft Engliſh renders | that | the 


Num, 2 


« ** Latine gued, and the ſame '9 Grammari- | 


ans and Tranſlators yeild by guia,quoniam 
&c. And lince the G 
place of Saint Luke, named, hath (i) 
which anſwers no more to '9 than 8 
doth 3 why ſhould we rather tranſlate it 
quoniam, with the vulgar and others, or 
quia, or nem, &c, with others, than ideo, 
zdcirco, igitur, therefore, as | have ſhewed 
the particle 15 to bedivers times uſed,and 
perhaps as often ilatively as cauſally? Then 
all is clear in the Parable. To whom 
moſtis forgiven he will love moſt (as St, 
Peter anſwered with our B. Saviours ap- 
probation, ver.4 2,43.) Our Savionrs ap- 
plication or aſſumption fullowes, and it 
muſt 


— — 


reek in that tamous | 
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Myſt be-anſwerable to the ſenſe of the 
propoſition he approved, v.q7. Her fins 
0 which are many are forgiven, then he 
© | concludes,therefore ſhe loved much. 
i= | "Perhaps therefore this word wereber- 
» | ter exchangedin the Tranſlation, 

The learned Grotizs on the 1 2.c, of St, 
ſ- | Ibnv.39. (where our Tranfſlatours read 
ie | [becauſe | though v.49. | for | in ſtead of 5») 
re | notes thus, Malim boc in per [new] vertere, 
. quem per | quia, | ſo Trem.renders ic, v. 49- 
n, Now conſider, Why ſhould not that 


4 [for | ſo rendred, be rather read | therefore | fy 


i- | at leaſt, fo interpreted? For the firſt *** 
m | abovenamedreaſon, To clear God from 
8 | ſuſpicion, that any effeR of his wrath (in 
) | this life) ſhould cauſe them to fill up 
's their fins alwayes. When the ſenſe would 
it bepyreſentlyclearif the words were read 
r thus. They (the Jewes) are forbidding 4 
D, to [peek to the Gentiles, (to the m—_— they 


d mightbe ſaved, to fil (or hereby filling) up 
d their ſins alway, therefore the wrath is came 
n upon them to the uttermoſt, 

n Though the word rendered as it is, 
L, may bear a good ſenſe elſewhere, bur 1 
= know not whether there or no. 

= The word here rendered | for ] b 


c which I would underftand[ therefore Jis[ 9, 
antem 


39 


aeſ. 2, 
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autem, [ed,vero, but ] yet by the vulgar 'tit | 7% 
there tranſlated | enim] ſo by Beze. id 
Now that? ſignifies alſo the ſame with | 
enim, viz. Nam, Buxtorf. in the word will | caul 
tell you and no more. Thus xn) | the 
is uſed P[el.1.v,4. rendred by Aria Adam | whi 
tanws, quinimo 3 by Innizs and Tremeliy, | hol 
are 

paſl 


ſed ; the proper fognification of & in the 
Text to the Theſſalonians now be | 
fore us. 

That 15 in other places ſignifies | there | wn 
fret is plain; that it is tranflated | ſed and | the 

vt | is as plain. May it not then, at leaſt | [th 

fignifie (if it be not co be tranſlated) | ww 
[therefore | in this place ? K 

All this while Iam not afraid of [5+ | ur 
cauſe ]bur like it very well where it ſhould al 
be, and know that it is a rat-onal/ con» | on 
jun&ion, and a ratio or argument may ny 

ce from other Topicks belade the caxſe, in 

yea, from the effefts; even then when we be 
may handſomely fay [becauſe] yea even < 
from ſuchas are inartificiall, and utterly 
extraneous to the thing teſtified, 

I will but adde on this head, what Sc. 
Chryſsſtome on Tobn 12.37,38,39. ſaith of 
this [7] [#7] (here again mA) 6m, 
v4 a7MY4, i8 not cauſal, he faith, © 
*mberwos, but eventuall, or illative. _ 

, 
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is | 164 indy, ce, For not becauſe Tſaie ſaid, 
did they therefore not believe ; but ivel3 

rich | i hm 5d tw, i. rim 6200 ICaic;, Be- 
vill | cauſe it would bethat they beleeved not, 
5 | therefore Taiar aid ſo. He addes a reaſon, 
fon» | which is to ſhew 75 # ypegrra{ddfs, that 
iu, | holy Scripture cannot lie,and that things 
the | are not one way ſpoken, and come to 
be» | paſſe another; &c. They would cometo 
ſo that the Prophet foreſaw them, 

Tre | Hd ab aeras ies 6x&20, becauſe,or bein 
nd | the men were incurable, 7 [i= iSwarn 
aſt | [they could not] ſtands for a7! ® | #4 1%. 
1) | 1]«7) [they would not.] Soon after, 
| (pod\eyr Thc uaiCaus Dubegur aber, Where 
* | ismoreto this purpoſe. This the father 
Id | als Wipd 7 35 yp3939, the Scriptures Idi- 
i- | om, By which he faith, is underſtood no 
ly more, but that the Prophet of God here- 
© inrouldnot lie, &c. lt they ſhould have 
ſe beleeved, the Prophet would have truly 

n faidſo, 


Al 


-— — 


- % 
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IT. Bere, about the ſigns ſpall, will, lt, 
&c. do, de ye, ye do, ire that, left, cc. 


——_— 


— 


Duere, whether in that famous place 


. Pjalg5- v.7,8. repeated in the Epiſtle to 
the Hebrews c. 3. v,7,8. &c.4. K ſhould | 


Sect Tim. be read, Today if yewill , or rather, ye 


3.12, 
lam,4.4. 


ſhall hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts ? Sinceit is not «<x«7m_ by Dh 
the Indicative Mood, the ficſt future; but 
$&«x50m74 by [y] in the fir Aoriſt of the 
Subjun&tive ; fe [ audierit;s | not | audiet;. | 
May notthe Aoriſt «xm as well referre 
to time paſtas tothe future, as axdiveritis 
is in both Tenſes, If ye have, or it ye all? 
that the ſenſe may be, It at any time or 
whenſoever, or it To day, by Gods pro- 
vidence, ye have heard, orſball hear, Gods 


voice : then *tis your part to beware of 


hardening your hearts, that which is 
chiefly intended being not-hardening, and 
not the hearing : whereas if we read | wil 
it will hardly be, or Divinity, or ſenſe, 
perhaps. May we harden our hearts, it 
we wHl not hear ? Conſider it. 
Note moreover,that | audio if taken for 
[ ebedio] as 1 Sam. 15.22, goyerne a _ 
calc 


Inn 
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caſe, as difjo audiens 3 but here the Latine 
hath it vocem audieritis in the places na» 
med. See Vulg. Jan. & Trem, Beza, Arias 
Montenus, &c. not to name that axiom 
here governs (asaverb of ſenſe) the Ge- 
nitive vs pours, 

Now then, why ſhould not, by like 
reaſon, | ſþal! | be tranſlated will, and 
contrariwiſe | wil ] beexchanged for | ſbal] 
or [et] and others notes of commandin 
for | {ball ] as | ſhall, | or | ſhalt | fora wo 
of comumand ? yea and for | will | ſome- 
times? and ſo their conjugates? Eſpeci- 
ally if, for want of ſuch interchanging, 
ſeverall places of holy Scriptures be in 
danger tobe miſinterpreted to the favou- 
ring of ſome great error, at leaſt by obvi- 
ous conſequence. 

And quere, whether it be not likely 
that ſuch miſtakes, are ſometimes, and in 
ſome, not ſo much in voluntary, as wile 
full and upon defign, to force and writhe 
holy Scripture to patroniſe ſome preju- 
dice of a beloved opinion? 


Inthe 13.c,of S.Mat.v.14.confider,whe- Mar,13.14+ 


ther it werenot as wel tran{lated,By hea- 
ring ye wil as ye ſhal bear,and wil not(ha- 
ving will to evill) rather then ſball not 
underſtand; and fecing ye will or ſhall tee, 


and 


43 
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and rather will not, then ſbal[not perceiye, 
Eſpecially becauſe in the next verſe this 
is {aid to happen to{them by their vill 
ſelf-will : For, &c. and their eyes t 


# 


bey | 


have cloſed, leſt they ſhould (that will 


be the ſucceſs thereof that they ca- 
net , perhaps, loving their luſt they will 
not) thn, hear, underſtand» be converted 
and healed. 

Quere allo, If it be not an Hebraiſm re 
ciprocumpre paſſive, noting no more, but 
indefinitcly,their cies are cloſed. 

This place is taken out of 1a. 6. 9,10. 
where that,which is in S. Matthew expreſ- 
ſed in the future tenſe, as prediftion of 
fin, puniſhment, or both, by "ay 
[wal\is Imperative and Minatorie. Hear 
ye indeed, but underſtand not, ſee ye indeed 
but percrivenot. Make the heart of this 
people fat, make their cars heavy, and 
ſhur their eyes, {ſt they ſec, hear, under- 
ftand, convert and be healed. 

The reaſon of which ſeems to be clear 
from the manner ofthe Hebrews uſing the 
firſt Future Tenſe, with ics ſigns ball or 
will for the Imperative Mood , with its 
fignes, [ er it] doybe,$8c, for a good reaſon; 
Becauſe the thing commanded is future, 
orto be done, Which is likewiſe con- 

firmed 


; 


| 
| 
| 
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firmed from a very real argument, even by 
all the Imperative forms in the Decalogue 
in the Future, Thex ſbalt, T hou 
Thou ſbalt not, Thou ſbalt not, &c. i. do, 
do, donor, do not, do not, &c. 
This way will —_— ſhorr work con- 
cerning thoſe cur orms, Curleye Mes x... .. 
mov, ifie kgnife n—_—_ than am will "Os 
or fall be curſed : and Pſelm. 109. from the 
6. to the 21.v. inclufively z which per- 
haps may be wondered they ſhould be 
curfes from the mouth of that holy Man 
of God who (as often elſewhere, 6) juſt 
before in the 4.& 5+v. ſaid he loved them, 
prayed tor them, did them good, and 
again loved them. This will hamſtri 
that Kind of unchriſtian Oratorie of raſh 
curfing, ifeither that reaſon that hath F 
been now uſed, or St, Avg. be heard, fay- D- Srrmn, | 
ing, Projheta per imprecationem, quid efſet Domini in | 
uturwm cecinit, non optantis vote, ed ſpiritu Home. 
providentis : Theſe things the Prophet 
ſpake in curſing forms,not that he wiſhed 
they ſhould be ſo, bur foreſaw by the Spi- 
rit of Prophecy that they would be ſo. 
Where = may read much more to this 
purpoſe. Let, let,let,&&c. by this way be- 
ing nothing clſe then foall or will, ſball, 
ſhell, Ec. M 
0 
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To the ſame ſenſe the Author of Queſt, 
reſp. os #4 Anſwers,ander the name of Juſtin the 
ph ,Martyr, where he ſaith, S. Paul (in fay- 
ing tothe High-prieſt, God ſhall fmite 
thee, &c. and to Alexander the Copper- 

2 Tim.4, fmith,who had done him much evill, The 

___ Lord reward him according to his 
works) did neither curſe them, nor re- 
vile them, his words were neithes 1]agg 
nor auheiz, «ve aeyppil,ots but predifti- 
ons foretelling what would = | ſhould 
befall chem, beſeeming the man, the Apo. 
le, who revenged not himſelt, but gave 
place to wrath. 

The like may be ſaid of ſome praying 
formes, 

To name only that of the Apoſtle for 
Oneſiphoras ſuppoſed to be then dead: (for 
he ſalates his familie not him, contrary 
to his uſe in ſuch caſes) which is urged 

: Tim.y, Þy ſome, of no mean note, for the law- | 
18, | fullneſs of praying for the dead : The 
Lord grant to him (in the Imperative 
ſenſe) that he may finde mercy of the 
Lord in that day ! Why may nor it (up- yy 
on theformer grounds) be rendred, at 
* leaft expounded, The Lord will grant 
him to finde maercy then? | 

Onething more, It would be obſerved yg 

that 


ft 
he 
yo 
(e 


$ 
, 
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that ſome words, as isi 30107490767, Baimre, 
&c. uſed in Holy Scripture, may indit- 
ferently (if nothing elſe hinder) be ren - 
| dred Indicatively, or Imperatively, Do 
ye, ay do, For this ye know, or know 
ye er ſcitis or ſcitote, it ye knew ic nor 
| before know it now, And ſee ye, or ye 
ſee how ye walk circumſpeCtly, videtis or 
videtote, both. By this little, thoſe pla- 
ces parallel (to that firſt named in this 


"1 Quzre out of S. Matthew) may be under- 


food perhaps. In the three firſt of which 
places | ive, ut} is uſed to lignifie ( as 
ſome think) not the intendment, but ſuc- 
ceſſe or event, as they ſay appearsby that 
place aforenamed , and by another 
parallel to that, andto all thoſe laſt na- 


med, Though in S. Fobn c. 5.v. 34. ire = 


ſeem to ſignifie, contrariwilſe, the intend- 
ment, without (or notthe) ſucceſſe, as 


| they ſay,ſeems to be apparent, from v..40. 


But ye will not come, &c. 


- — 


A —— 


re mmm nn ne en ———_—_— 
— 


Il. Quere, about Y, &, etiam , and, 
even , VC. 


were, Whether in the Prophet , of 


thoſe words, | Thy King cometh, &c, riding 
D upon 


47 


Ephy 5. 


v. $. 24 
Tut, 
walk yy, Or 
ye walk. 

V. '5. 
Maic.4.12, 
Luc $.10, 
Ioh.12.39, 

0, 
Rom.11.8 


Mar, 13, 
14,15. 
Acts 29, 


lah 5. 34, 
43» 


Zeck 93, 


AS 


Mar. 21.5, 
loh.1z.15, 


Gal.1.4, 
Col.1.3. 
x ] ht, 
I. 3. 


2 Cor.1.3. 


Rom.1t, 
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upon an Ae, [and] upon a colt the foal 
otan Aſſe] (citedverbatim in the Goſpel) 
it benot plainly determined by S. Joby, 
That he rode but on one, viz. an Aﬀe; 
colt, not on an Afﬀe belidcs ? 

Alio whether it be well read, God ans 
our Father, Thanks to God and the Father 
otour Lord Jeſus Chriſt. God and our 
Father again; and in other places. | 

Or whether | ever |were not betterſpla- 
ccd there, in ſtead ot | and | as our Tian- 
{htours have ſometimes done, God ever 
the Father of our Lord Teſus Chriſt. Se- 
ing 4 notes indifferently & and etiam, 
and & evens and lince it it be read and, it | 
muſt be interpreted | even | leſt we commit | 
abſurditic in placing our Saviour (ſup- 
poling his riding to be but once) on two 
beaſts together : anderre dangerouſly in 
Divinitie (as ſome have done) by ima- 
gining God to be another from (and not 
the ſame with the ) Father of ourL ord 
Telus Chriſt, and our Father thcre (po- 
ken of. 

| will add- but one place, where & by 
1 readred | both | ſecms rather to be, 
right, tranſlated | and |. 

Uo fa) as7ty 3 Opidg, 3, IOW W, Of, 
O the depth ot the riches, both of the 
wiſdome, 


t 


: 
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wiſdome, and, &c. where Theadyret firſt 
gaveme advice to read | and | in itead of 
[ th] and quere , whether it be not the 
Apoſtles intent, as may ſeem to appear 
from the two next verſcs, which are an 
«rampanaion;, a particular rehearſall in 
words interpretativeot the former, For 
who hath known the minde of the Lord? 
Othedepth of his knowledge ! Or who 
hath been his Counſellour? O the depth 
of his wiſedome! Or who hath firſt gi- 
ven to him, and it ſhall be rccompen(ed 
tohim again ? O the depth of his riches ! 

Of this minde are Origenand S Clryſo- 
fome, that I know, of the Ancient, and 
many learned Neoterics of our own and 
the Roman Conteſhon. 


—. Y —__@_Cil— 
a s——_ —————_ ———_—— 


IV. ®uzre, about the Prepolition | Fur | 
ſfignthed by DEW zHs, wht, <5, Wn, 0, 
Ad, ob, propter, pro, in. To, tae lign of 
the Dative caſe. To, the iign of the In- 
finitive Mood, in the ative and pathive 


ſenſe, &c. 


Dnere, Whether the particle ©e3s (tour 
times uſed in the text ) the Theme ot ch! 


Work,andalwayes tranſlated by us | For | 
D 2 do 
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Il/yricns, 
Bucoy, 
Ar etins, 
Con. 4 
Lap. 


TO 


Pi3!, 35.7, 
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do not expreſſe the Latine Tranſlations 


which conſtantly uſe | ad | in the place, ' 
And ito, whether theſe particles [ to and | 


for | ae & &5had not need to be diligents 
ly expreſſed in the ſeverall Texts where 
they are tound : ſecing it is maniteſt that 
in many places they are not uſcd to ſigni- 
ke the ſame? 


In what ſenſe doth the Pſalmiſt, twice | 


in one verſe, uſe the word | For] doth it 
not in efte& ſignitiethe ſame thatſagainſ] 
by reaſon of its noting the Dative caſe, 
and the Infnitive {tgnification?The place 


is | For | that isa conjunCtion ſignifying | 


[ becauſe } Without cauſe ( ſaith Daril ) 
have they hid fur me thelr net inapit, 
which without cauſe they have dipped 
for my ſoul. As men dig pits, and Jay 
ſnares there, for beaſts falling into thoſe 
pics | for] totake them, [ for to] ec. for 
their tleſh, for their $kins z our of their 
coyeting, appetite to have them, out of 
theirangry appetite to rid the Country 
ofthem ; So Saul &c. behaved themſelves 
toward David, as ifit were | for my hurt. 
And ina ſenſe agreeing to (though 
differing alto from)this,the Prepohition 
&vr; lignifics pro & contra , (though probe 
| for [| or | in Read of | there) in the word 
Amtichriſt 
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MM Anichift , as ſome Divines contend. 
«' And ſometimes | for ] ones good, is 
nd [againſt | his harm. It would be well in- 
't/ quired how the ſhepherd is | for | the 
"Me  ſheepand they for him. The greater [ for} 
"Mt | theleſſe, and back again. What v=ip an- 
l-' ſwers to in the notion when applyed to 
 , praying for Peter, tor ochers,&c. 

"| Thetruth is, this one word| For | this 
"| little prepoſition, if not ſoundly ſtated, 
f) | will (as it hath in the Socinian Contry- 
e verltie) ſo far trouble our Divinitie, as a 
ce great deal of ſenſe, and multicude of rea- 
'® | ſons, be{ides good words wil not appeaſe, 
) | fit be not timely undertaken (by ſome 
> | ablepen) to be proſecuted where very 
d | bleones of our own have let it, being 
Y | prevented by death or otherwiſe. Men 
©  Kkilful in this knowledg,know wel whac 
r Ifay, and Idoubtnot, prove it too true. 
I. It were well worth good I:bour to 
 finde ut the true importance of the par- 
J tricle Ai« twice repeated (in two feverall 
> clanſes, and to ſeverall purpoſes) in 
one Text, and twice tran{lated | for, | 


1 IWho was delivered | tor | our offences, and 

was raiſed | for | eur juſtification: Rom 4.25 
1 May not] 4e, for | in the former clauſe 

; | | 


R ſgnife the impaliive cauſe, in the Jatrer 
D 3 the 
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the tinall?Yes (faith Crellizs,granting that 
Crell, con= here to Grotizs readily, which elſewhere 


{4 01014? heis more di:t.calt in yeilding. ) Inprin; | 


fattsfacty'» CL vo " 
= Keſp. ad l.ct membro Cauſetim 11;:pulſtr 1, lM poſceriori fings 


cap. 1. par lem ſtgnificare vocem propter;quoc "quo minus fiat 
tictt7., nos non pugramus:Il1 agreeing tO his Maſter 
Socin.who athrmsthat inſtcad 0: pro,prop- 


: 


Socin. pre- ter, reponi p2tuiſſe and preſcntly,d:&i, auten | 


{*Ch.cap. 20 pro ſiyniftcare cauſam tantum modo finalem. 
Much more he hath to that purpoſe; of 

which the very learned Voſſias ( in his 

- _ __  ſmartdetenceottheno leffe learnedGratiz 
/ ___ againſt Ravenſpergerus , of whom Gratiu 
judicun hed deferval better then to be fo tradu- 
Kaveup.s Cd by him) takes a particular account. 


i 


£e:cap.16, It is wondertul to obſerve what a coil is | 


4 eas Kkeptby Crelim( as by Sccmnus betore him) 
EMAP. 


17.15, 
litions controverted, how loath they are 


” * me * % . © 
C/iil.ult totind, in 4177 commutation, or ſurro- 


4 * Ip 7 . - 
At vation ot one in anothers ſtead, and yet | 


tics, * will wt deny but it may beſo. 
Here js 907d work torCriticks that have 
Jeitureto excrcife their tenſes and their 
Pens. 
M.Mcics Howes (ignifes the inſtrumental cauſe 
Apo/i,of or manner of doing, , fee our learned 
etattcr Country -mvn 9%. Mede and others; 
how near the icnſe ot it isto 04 with a 
Fenitive 


about 429477, d the reſt of the Prepo» | 


| 


*” Ld 4 * 


— 


The Preface. 
genitivecaſe. Conſider alſo whether 
applyed to our Saviour inthe Genitive 
calemay not be rendred propter, alwell as 


per. Andhow*#sis the ſame with vin 


ſundrie Scriptures. 

Large is the field,great wil bethe crop, 
of much profit, though ſeeming little, 
itthis work by ſome able and diligent 
hand be undertaken and pertormed. 

There are belides theſe, ſundry little 
particles, as mts, mon, mv[2s, miymwy, may ma, 
& many more, the interpretation where- 
of hath ſtrangely exerciſed great nren in 
other Controverlies of very weighty Di- 
vinitie; I could heartily with the proper 


| importance of them,and ſuch other, were 


impartially ſtated in their ſeverall places 
where they are found , ſuch vaſt weight 
being laid by men on thee little props. 
Reader, I kavethus far inctzel you. 
Pardon my boldnetle, I have done {oe per- 
haps for thee in like caſes. The good 
Lord teach 22s all what we thuuld 
do; and enable usto do what he teachcth, 
making us throughly turniſhed, by his 
holy Word, to every gocd work, and 
wiſe unto falyation! 1s the heartie praycr 
of Thy ſervant in the Lord 


Pu1ito-Bis Lins. 
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OF THE 


HOLY SCRIPTURE: 
O R 


SERMON-NOTES | 
ON 


II TIMOTHIE III, 16. 


Being the Theologicall Ground of 


another Treatiſe of the Author 

extant under the title of METH0- 
DUS CONCIONANDI, Contai- 
ning a learned and brief exemplifi- 
cation of the ſame Method, 


| — — 


— 


— — — ——  —— 


_—_— 


C— 


Tranſlated (agreat part) out of his La- 


tinc Copie. 


| DOOEReRy 


OEMS 


[57] 


OF THE 
HOLY SCRIPTURE, 


———————— AA 
me 


2 Tim. III. x6. 


Nemx 942" Wome Or , », attnpO arr N- 
deacranay, es ent/20v, ers emtrip)om;, 
@e>s mud HAY Tis ©&y hue, aun. 


All'S eripture is given by inſpiration of God, ard 
is profitable for dutirine, for reproof, for cor« 


reetion, for inſiruttion in righteouſneſſe. 


— - Oo - — —— —— 


AXION. I. 


() (1, F ers diditoraias. 
| Huly Scripture is profitable for defirine. 
Explic, | *1deCrene'| js in holy Scripture 
uſed two wayes : 
ſThe DOCTRINE wherewich 
— | the minde js informed. Marc-7.7. 
For* teaching tor doftrines(by way of 
objc&t)the commandments of men 


The 


[58] 


| minde with doCtrine. Or it notes 

| Attion of the Apent, 
the 3 or 

| Reception in the patient, 

| 1 7.4.13. Giveatt:ndanceto ex- 


Ieis taken here forthe aCt, properly; 
becauſe, 

1. Scripture is ſald to be profitableto it, 
Now it is not profitable tor it (elf, ir ſelf 
being the Dotrine (by way ot objet) 
but profitable tor information of the mind, 

2. Theother words here uſed are ta- 
ken aftively. 

| Yer Synecdochically it is here taken 
for information of the minde with holy 


dodrine. 
[ Profitable] 2 thing is ſaid to be 


Immediately & ultimate- 


= ( ly or laſtly,ſo the chief grad 
= | Manner, 
S | and that JMediately in order to the 
SI nearer, 
£ | : chief} or, 
a | further off. 
A or 


"The INFORMATION of the | 


CC NO - 


ell 


C59) 


or CAbſolutely neceffarie, 
Degree, or 
ceicther YSo as without it, all may 
be well with us. 


Abſo- The chief good, 

lutely And 

neceſ-< All that, without which the 
ſaric chief cannot be attained, nece([- 
is C farieby neceſſitic of the end. 


Neceſſarie by this neceſſitic of the end, or 
without which the end cannot be at 
all atttained, may be conceived thus, 

either 

:f Although without it the chief 
good cannot be had, yet the ſaid 
chiefe good may be miſled, 
| though it bethere: of this ſort is 
Thaty knowledge of Gad. 


With it, the chief good cannot. 


| but be attained , or cannot be 
\ miſſed. 


And 


[ 60 ] 


And this latter admits of a two- fold | 
conlideration, 


| f Adzquate, or even commenſuration 
; tothechicf good : 
| or , 

Of "_ a commenſuration or fi tneſſe, 
| whereby , by concomitance 
K with other, it brings in the chiet, 
| Such is F aith. 


Now as a ſubordinate in reſpeCt of the 
chief, behaves it ſelf 


Mediately, 
| Manner? or 
| Immediately. 
£e 
Junk ſo as either 
(The ſubordinate 
'CDegree being denied or 


abſent, ſo is the 
chiek ; but not 
j being preſent, 
[ {o is the chict. 


I —_ 


B 


| 


| 
[ 


The | 


| 


e 
| 


6 
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B , 
The ſubordinate 

being preſent,ſo 
1s the chief 

Adzquately, 
Or, 

| By concoms 

C mitance. 


ors 


LL Not 


EIT 


So may one ſubordinate be diſtingui- 
ſhed in reſpe& of another ſubordinate. 
The reſult is this. The Scripture is pro» 
fitable to inform the mind by way of an 
adequate objet in order to ſalvation, 
and that, for the manner, immediately ; 
hence it is ſaid to be engraffed, to dwell 
in &c. For the degree, it is abſolutely 
neceſſarie, as conteining thoſe divine 
ſenſes concerning God , concerning 
Chriſt , of whom it ſaith, There is none 
other name whereby we can be ſaved, and 
of all thoſe things which God in Chriſt 
doth 


Gratihe us with, 
either or 


Require of us, 
\ 
Yetnot in that degree, that it being 
preſent ſo is the ſaving information of 
our 


[62 ] 
our minde, unleſſe the illumination of 
theholy Ghoſt be added, not ſo as that 
he inſpires new ſenſes not comprehended 
in the Scriptures (as Familifts dream) 
but ſo as he imprints the ſenſes of holy 
Scripture, 'and perſwades them to the 


minde to beget true faith. 


*On. This truth may be ſeen a hundred | 


times in the 119. Pſal. 
 \Sufficiencie, or perfettion, 


From the H. ; Perſpicuitie, plainneſle, 
Scriptures 5 together with its efhcacie 
by the Holy Spirit flowing 

'Lwith it into the Soul, 


ao, 


The ſufficiencie or perfettion, is argued 


1 From the Efficient thereof 


Cx. Anointed his Son, : 


Pſ. 45.7. Thy God 
hath anointed thee. 


Heaven ; This is my 
beloved Son, mo 
17.17.5.Hear ye him, 
ts 3. Wrought 


| 4 The Father 
ot 
A 


, 2. Said by voice from | 
B 


| 


© | 


[63] 
B 


L 3s Wro | by him 

miracles,by which be 

I By words 

(- e, 7ob. $.18. 
The Father chat ſac 
| me, beareth witneſfſe _ 
'C of me. 


The Son who isin theboſome of the 
| Father, Joh. 1. 18. witneſſeth 
| that he hath heard and ſeen, Fob.3. 
22. Al chat I have heard of my 
ather,, have I made: knowne 
to you (as friends) Fob. 15. 15. 


| 
| (The Spirit who ſearch- 
eth. all things, even 


| the deepe things of 


| God, hath revealed jo 
us the things which 


| The Holy | God hath prepared for 


. Ghoſt, them that love him , 
2 Cor.2.10. 

Hee ſhall teach you all 
things which I have 
ſpoketo you, Fob.1 4. 

| 26. Shall lead you in- 

| to all o_ Job. 16. 


13» 
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A 


13. Truth wherewith 
the Church is to bee 
ſanQtified to the end, 
C Joh.17.17.20. 


2. The Inftrumentall Cauſes, the A- 
poltles, Prophets, Evangcliſts. 


fAre made Miniſters of the Spirit 
| 2 Cor.3.6. Of righteouſnefle, verſ.9, 
Ot the word ot Salvation, A. 13. 
26. The power of God to Salyati- 
; onto every beleeyer, Rom. 1.16.0f 
the immorrtall feed whereof we are 
| born again, 1 Pet.1.23. 


ſhunned to declare unto 
you all the the counſel! of 
| Reveiled } God, 48.20.27. 


all by 
Wry: Luk,1. 3. 20! 


| (Preaching, I have not 
| 


Fob.3. 31. Theſe things 
are written,&c, 


3. The End. 
1 writeunto you, that ye may know, 
ye have eternall life, and that ye my be- 
ieve 


[65] 


lieve in the name of the Sonne of God, 
1 Þb.5-13- Theſe things write we unto 
you, that your joy may be fall. 1 ob. 1. 
4+ That thou mayſt know the certainty 


Lich 1, 4» 
4. The EffeR. 


Making wiſe unto ſalvation, in the 
verſe before the Text. Keeping from the 
place of torment, Luk. 16. 29. Send Lazu- 
1, (faith the rich man) to my Fathers 
houſe, For I have five brethren, that hee 
may teſtifie to them, leſt they alſo come 
into this place of torment. They have 
Moſes and the Prophets ( ſaith Abraham) 
Let them hear them ( viz. to keep them» 
ſelves out of the place of torment). And 
if they hear not Moſes and the Prophets, 
neither will they be perſwaded , though 
one riſe from the dead. 


5. The ObjeQt. 

The Holy Scriptures contain that truth 
which is according to godlineſſe,7it.1.1. 
The do&rine of Faith, Hope, and Chari- 
ty, 17ob.5.13.Which contain our whole 
duty , and have for their objc&, Gods 


bounty, 
E 2 6 The 


x Cc3,, 
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6. The Adjun&. 

A prohibicion of adding to, or diaj- 
nithing, Deut.q 4+ Ye fhall not add tothe 
Word, which 1 command you, nor ſhall 
you diminiſh ought from it. Not to 
thinke above that which is written, 
1 Cor. 4.6, 


7. The Simile. 
It is ſtyled, The Scripture of the ON 
and New Teſtament, Now to @ Teſta- 


ment as nothing may be added, fo (if it | 
be the Teſtament of a wiſe man , much | 


more, if Gods )) it containes the whole 

Will of the Teſtator, -according 

whereunw, it is his pleaſnre or will, 

hjz2 Goods ſhould be diſpenſed: 
Heires ſhould live. 


Perfpicuity of Holy Scriptures followeth. 


The Teilimony of the LO RD is ſure, 


making wiſe the ſample, Pſal.19. 7, Pure, en- 
lightning the eyes, ver(. 8. Thy word is alan- 
thorn to my feet, and a light unto my path, Pal. 
I 19. 105. The entrance of thy Word gioeth 
light, it giveth wiſdome to the ſimple, 
V.330, 


For | 
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For God knowes perfetly to utter 
the ſenſes of his minde plainly : Our ne- 
requireshe ſhould, ſeeing without 

the ledge of thoſe ſenſes of holy 
Scripture we cannot be ſaved. Te erre, not 


kywing the Scriptures. 
Now for the Efficacy thereof by the Holy Ghoſt. 


The Scripture by the Holy Ghoſt is 
made powerfull, 1 Theſ.1.5. Hence it is 
called, Thepower of God toſalvation, Rom.1. 
16.The Miniſtery of the Spirit,alexoriz Te 
mduar@ , 2 Cor. 3.8. His Miniſters, Mi- 
niſters of the Spirit, the 6.verſ. The wiſe- 
dome which God ordained before the 
world,prefinierat, God hath revealed i us by 
his Spirit, x2 Cor.2.79. & 10. Hereupon rhe 
Sons of the _ are ——- — 

bt of God, 1 Theſ.4.9. The Holy Spiric 
TY Law in our hearts.Heb.$.10, 
By enabling the principle of ation. The 
ſame Holy Spirit conhrmesand ſeals. He 
who ſtabliſheth us, and hath anointed 


us, heſealeth us, andgiveth us the earneſt of 2 Cor,r, 
S?, 


the Spirit in our hearts. 


E 3 The 


[68] 


The reſule is. 

That which containeth all thingy ne- 
ceſfary to Salvation,and that plainly 2nd 
hath the Holy Ghoſt impowering it, en- 
lightning the minde to perceive or un- 
derſtand it,enabling the heart to perform 
ic, ſcaling to aſcertain it; that, ſure- 
ly, is'profitable, ys Ndtorgaiar, for de- 
drine. 

But Holy Scripture is ſuch. There- 
fore, Kc. 


The V ſe of this s for 

Inftruttionsg. 1- Whatſoever cannot 
be manifeſtly proved out of the Holy 
Scriptures , is not neceffary to falya- 
tion, 

2. Doarine or Information is a thing 
moſt excellent, as being that unto which 
Holy Scripture was ordained , or is in 
order : -Even the Scripture inſpired by 
the Holy Ghoſt, preached by the Son of 
God, confirmed by (o many lignes and 
miracles, preſerved by ſo many afts of 
providence, by which allo it was defen- 
ded and propagated ;” adorned of God 
with ſo many titles of attributes proper 
to himſelf, fraught with {oy many inbred 

ar» 


CO ———— 
CO 


— CO CY, > NR OF 
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arguments breathing the divinity there- 
ot, accompanyed , and aRuated by the 
holy Ghoſt. 

3 What thanks owe we to God for his 
glvingus the holy Scriptures. 

4 That the negle& of holy Scripture 
is the cauſe of that vaſt ignorance ( of 
matters divine, and which concern ſalva- 
tion ) which every where. abounds, in ſo 
much that (though ie be a ſhame ic ſhould 
beſpoken ) we may beſpeak many among. 
us very juſtly in the words of the H.Apo- 
ſile, Heb.$. 12. For when, for the time ye 
ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach 


| you again, which be the firſt principles of the 


CC Cn 


Oracles of Of 

s Thafall perſons enjoying, (and ca» 
pable of underſtanding) holy Scripture, 
thus profitable for Information, are lefc utterly 
without excuſe and pretext of their ig- 
norance. 


(t.. Of Papiſts, who- pretend ſome 
Axioms not contained in H. Script. 
to be neceſſary to ſalvation, as &c. 


* 2 Familiſts,who pretend other ſen- 
| fes (beſides thoſe of the Scripture) 
tobe inſpired into them by the H. 
.C Ghoſt. Repre- 


Refutation 


C70] 


'{Who hide in an unknowng 
| rongue H.Scripture thus pro. 
'CE4 } fitablefor Information; and 
Fay Thruſt upon us(in their room) 

| deftrines of Men , rotten Legend; 
\ ore. . 


All who a—_ H.Scripture profite- 
The H. Scriptures Excel+ 
lence, with which it's 


[FP 
o 
S 
E conſidered 
TE Nature 
G. "E fie ſelf & J 
[os E ics own JProper 
| £ | Z % work. 
| I | cn Arts 
| ; ' ence on | 
INC .C other of Works, 
[% Ao Mn WEN 
& «& {Private 
of &- fin diſpoſi- 
- = tion. 
C = | £ = Magi- 
| 2 10 S= —] ſtrates 
{oo 9 } Deu.17 
| rf IE Prov.$ 
Cm | Mini- 
A Cfters 


mn ww © 


| 


exat 


[71] 
A 
Simple omiſſion, 


i Ot 


NN 8 
X ; © ther do- 
T"_ |  Qrines z 
chiefly if 
il l or wicked 
| \\worſe$ ones. 


Con- 

| tempt of 
H. Scrip» 
- .Ceure. 


Exhortetjon 1s 


To Miniſters, that their care be to in- 
ſtru& the peopleout of holy Scriptures. 


Motives. 


1 Godrequires it of them, and will 
it. Hereupon S. Paul adjures Timo- 


thie : I charge thee before God , and the Lord 


| Fefur Chriſt, who ſhall judge the quick.and the 
_ «4 appearing,and hiz kingdont; Preach 


2 The 


if | 


C72] 

2 Theco-operation of the Holy Ghoſt 
will proſper this work in their hands, 
Take heed to thy ſelf and tothe doftrine , contig 
mae in them : For in doing this thou ſhalt beth 
fave thy ſelf and them that hear thee. 


Means 


EOS Remove ſelf-ſceking 


' fOther buſineſſes, hinderan- | 
| ces to this work ; | 
| in 


dying to< Gal.r. 


This, T2427 others, 
boaſt thy ſel 


| _ thy ſelf that)! 
i mayeſt be able! 
to inform 


are 
Hs 


os 05 


@ | 
& | 
os thy ſelf in 

| love toward them , 

| chat thou mayeſt be | | 


IK-4, to doit to 


Hely 


' 


__ Thy falf 


”—— —— 


-——— 


—_ 


Pan mmm Nommnm_—_— 


> Direft. Concerning 


C731] 


| Words, which thog mayeſt in- 

terpret out of Phrgſeolygies, and 
the idiom or peculiar manner of 
expreſlion in the language and 


Y [ Severall and ſingle ; 


hoſt 
ads, 


Nttg 
both 


_—\ 
in 


Explain it, 1 


_—__ 


of or, 
| O 


5 | Conjotech 


— 
. 


| ll Senſe. Find out that intended 
| - by the holy Ghoſt whether ic 
( 
x 'S < Literall ; 
> 4 My iicall 
GS y ICAL» 


| Where eſpeciall care muſt be 
{ had that 


"—_ OO PCD mn Perrn—_— 


agree to the form of 
1 ſound words. 

| it 
Be fitted to the ſcope of 
| | _theplace,which is done 


| by 


naakpa.. 4 ar. IEICE 


C 74 
[ 


J 


| 


gu=m® - 


Comparing plas 


like 
| Ces 
unlike. 


Diligent viewing th: 
| context , in 


b: * og 


{CF Circumſta- 


_ Means, | 


the 


C1S) i 


A) 


Exhbortation 1I. 


Let the oy 1m nn perfwaded to receive 
= (from H. Scripture ) their informa- 


Rove hereunto , Is the excellencie 
thereof, as that therein is contained all 


Office or Duty, 


man 
or Reward. 


nn; vr which, asa 
colou 
Eine ike 


ſents every thing lik 
ic ſelf. 


f1- Remove 1mpuritie or foulneſſe 

of heart,which makes 
themindeverſi from * 
H. Scriptures which 
| areſo oppolxeto that 
© impuririe. 


| Ingenuous,or welbred 
2, Bring j 


= 


Means, . 


docilitie (reachat le- 
neſſe) and the fear of 
| God, Pſal.25.14- 
5 PcaRils 


[76] 


B 

| Praftiſe of thob 
things thou haſt lear. ' 

| ned: from H. Scrip- 

| ture, and a reſolyed Hoh S, 

(firm) purpoſetody fnC 

x | what thou haſt lear- 

\_ ned thence. 


\v 
The HolyGhoſt, who | |} 
may teach and lead | | 
| 3- Implore | thee into all truth, 


"1 or beg help% 
: 3 org | Them who have their | 
{ſenſes exerciſed inH, 
.C Scripture. 


» i ion of che 
Expl cacic 


tion of the 


Explica 


C77] 
AXIOM. 1. 


Ng: "Exſer, ad refutationem. 


Holy Scripture ( inſpired of God ) is profitable 
fn Cafe 


ion. 


aw EAiſyo is taken, 


| | Largely, for argus, manifeſto, &c. 
| toargue or clear ſomewhat: 
< or 
| Specifiedly , or as it receives its 
| kind from the 
Good., Hence Heb. 11. 1. 
| Faith is called #& 5 
Eaemipor, the evidence of 
| things not ſeen. 


ſError: 1 Tit.9. T55 «+ 
mars aAeſyew ,- to 
convince the gain- 
; fayers. 


obje&t 


4 

| Herod, Luc. 3. 
Vice\ 19. e666 
| or <4 ' evrs being 


> 


_— 
© 
— 
m—_— 
 — 
— 
Wes 


linz # reproved by 


him, 


Were 


——w 


—_— _ -  -— —— 
- 
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A 


\ Here confuration ſeems to be fi. 
nified, becauſe it is ſpecied 


m the 


«' {Information goeth be 

fore, to which confut» 
tion of Errour being ad- 

-- ded, perfe&ts the minde, 


bY Correftion followes . 
7] which ſeems to be the 
TC fame withReprehenfion, 


(1 What erroneous is, 
or what is errone- 


ous, 


kno 


| 2 How H. Scripturen 
ſaid to confute it, 


* 


x That 


Thing. For underſtanding whereof, 


we muſt 


x That crroneous may be known . 
Ce OE nee — 


| 


2.9 


=> 


x That erroneous may be known 


[ 79 


'(Wemuſt know truth, which 


| 


| 


Necellarie to ſalvation, 


| wick & © of 
which as being 
revealed in Holy 
| Scripture, a holy 

uſe may be made 
| in order to falya- 


or, tion. 


—___— 


y_ ne- Indifferent, in re- 
->CEMATTE'3 | pet of falvati- 
on, as are all 
truths no way 
compriſed in H. 
Scripture, which 
are tound in 0+ 
ther ſciences 


, Liberall 


< Mechanick 


[80 ] 


Hence that is to be eſteemed errone. 
ous which ( that wemention not 
truth indifferent ) is ſo 


( Simply, when it crofſeth 


| = [ Neceſfary to ſalvation, 

= < Or, 
| Z | Convenient, as being by 
s &{ Godrevecaled. 


Modificately, or after a fort 
( whether it be erroneous 
| Simply 
or, 
Not: ) 
{ Neceſſary (as, The 
to falvati- | Popeis 


ſary there- | trary 
 Lro,which is Cnature. 
2 The 


AC CAA 


Zz j on Which | head 

& 1 13 not, NC. | 
_ | S. Peter 
_— 

54 L was at | 
= | Rome. 
i and 

= Other 
< | Not neceſ- | of con» 


— —— — —____*_— 
— ry 


tare is ſaid co contute 


2 The H. Scrip 


mm IND Gunn rm q—_—_—_ 


[8] 


' CWhatſoever it denies. 


| Whatſoever is contrary 


, fDiretly | tothat which it affirms, 
31,94 5 

- HEM Andboth theſe it doth 
vi iy Diſcourſe or 
2] | Reaſoning: 
«| '& by 

E | , NAfiirmation 
; LE Deniall. 
K Ct isnot found in Scrip- 
T 9, ture, and yet is boaſted 
L Oblique» | to be neceſfary to falva- 
k | ly & Ne- } tion; 


JHor either | If it be found in the 
Scripture, yetnot in the 
4 rank of Necellaries. 


The ſenſe of this Axiom is, That the H. 
Scripture is ſo profitablezas that it is alſo 
{o fax neceſſarie, that without it deadly 
errours cannot be confuted : but by it (ac- 
companied with the illumination ct the 
H Ghoſt) all errours that war againſt 
cur ſalyation may be confuted abun- 
dantly, F 2 1 Tit. 


Atts 18, 
23, 


Contem- 


p/ative. 


Jam. 1.13. 


Pl. 5 


[82] 

Tit 1.9. A biſhop muſt bold faſt Ts wn ? 
d\.;,W m5 M038 fidelem illum Sermonen, 
qiti ad defirinam facity ( we read the faichful 
Word, as he hath been taught ) that he 
may be able, by ſound d&rine, both to 
exhort and convince thc gainſayers. 

So our Saviour Chriſt convinced the 
Sadduces. 

It is ſaid of Apullos', that he mighti 
eenvinced(Nzxamniſpan)thelews.ſhewing by 
the Scripture that Je ſus was the Chrilt. 


This might be proved by I:duttim of | 


Contemplative 
Errours 
Prafticall. 


It any ſhall, with many Contra-Remam- 
firants, Manichees,or $toicks, ſay, T hat God 
is the Anthor ot fin, Thatall things are 
chained with unalterable deſtinie , (or 
bound by ftatall neceſſity) and that they 
flow trom Gods unchangeable Decree: 
The holy Scripture confures them. Tues 
Dens non volens iniquitatem, Thou art not a God 
that hath pleaſure in wickedneſſe, neither ſhall 


W 
] ry $. 44+ evill dwell! with thee. He that committerh {in 


1 Job.3.8. js of the Devill. 


It any (hal with the Pelagians, (ay, That 


Ve 


[83] 
we can by our natura'l firength fulfill Gods 
Law : Holy Scripture conſutes him by 
fying, Without me ye can do uoth:ng, God gi- 
zeth both to will and to doe. 

If any with the Familiſts deny that 
there ſhall bea relurreion of the body: 
TheScripture contutes him *. 


If any think he may ſafcly do as the 
moſt do ; the Scripture confutes him : 
Wide is the gate, and broad is the way that leads 
to deſtruQtion,and many go in thereat Thou ſhalt 
mt follow a multitude to doe evill. Though hand 
join in hand, the wicked ſhall not go unpuniſhed. 

Ifany think he may goe on in ungod» 
lineſſe, unjuſtice, intemperance, becauſe 
the mercie of God is ſo magnihed, and 
grace hath abounded under the Golpell ; 
The Scripture confutes it, ſay ing, : Thegrace 
of God bath appeared;teaching us to deny ungod- 
lineſſe, &c. He hath raiſed up a horn of ſal- 
vation, &c, that we might ſerve bim inhalt- 
zeſle, Oc. 

Itany think, he may ſpend his youth 
in pleaſure, and ſately put off repentance 
till age ; The Scripture contutes it, 
ſaying » Remember now thy Creatour in the 
«ayes of thy youth. Theu fool, this night may thy 
foul be taker from thee. To day if ye will hear 
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bis voice, &c. Twill laugh at their calamitie, 
and mock when their fear cometh. Becauſe | 
purged thee, and thou waſt not purged,thou ſql 
not be purged from thy ſin any more, till my ſur 
Peſt upon thee. 


Thereaſon of ry Ok 1 uy the 
former, the tableneſſe 0 ord for 
Information. Fee if the Scripture be abſ0- 
lutely, and adzquately neceffarie for in- 
formation of the mind with fayi 
knowledge ; then is it likewiſe for confu- 
zation of all errours that are oppoſte to | 
faving knowledge ; ſeeing that Verun «< | 
index ſui & obliqui, & verum ſalutare index 
ſd, & oppoſiti ſaluti : truth or right ſhews 
(or is the: declarer of it ſelf, and that 
which is wrong or crooked ; and ſaying 
eruth ofit ſelf, and of that which is op- 
poſe to ſalvation. Having therefore de- 
monſtrated formerly rhe Scriptures pro- 
fitableneſſe for ſaving information, from 
the ſuthciencie and perſpicuitie thereof: 
I may thenceargue, that it is in the ſame 


manner and degree profitable ex3s "Eaiſxy | 


for eonfutation. 


The Heathen Philoſophers, as Socrates | 


and others, could confute the 72Av266nm, 
(oropinion of many Gods) of the 4 
: Pics 


— 
" 
— 


”— 


- 


| 
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ple, and ſome other deadly errours, with- 
out the help of Scriptures, and therefore 
they may ſeem notto be profitable, ade- 
quately,tor confutation, 

1 As onemay be oppolite to another, 
ſo one errour to another ; and yet as the 
oppoſite vices are both oppoſite to ver- 
tue, ſo the errors unto truth; and though 
they knew ſomewhat what God is, yet 
not ordinarily who he is in trinitie ot 
Perſons:and ſo not detetting the error by 
the truch, which is index obliqui, may be 
faidnot properly to contute the errour , 
in the oppoſite whereof themalſelves erred. 

2 So much of the truth as they had, 
they may be ſaid not to have ic ſo firmly 
and clearly as might ſuffice for the ſaving 
confutation of the oppolite errour. 

3 Sofar forthas they had any divine 


truth upon firm ground,they had it from 


the raies of that elſentialltruth w® (hined 
out unto them in the more general atts of 
hisprovidence, who leaveth not himſelf 
without witneſſe among them. And this 
truth being ng ocher then that w® is(and 
that far moreclearly) in the Scriptures, 
they did by that divine ſenſe which is in 
the Scriptures , confute thoſe errours z 
Aud therefore the proprictic of coufutation 

Þ 4 remains 


Anſw. 


Uſe. 
Inſtrufi, 
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remains firm to thedivine fenſe contein, 
ed in the Scriptures primely and emi. 
nently ; and ſo, though not by the letter 
(which they knew not) yet by the ſenſe 
(which is the ſoul of the Scriptures) 
though otherwiſe revealed to them, they 
were able to confate ſome errours. 

1 Seeing that Scriptures given by di. 
vine inſpiration have this end among «- 
thers, to confute errours; we may learn, 
That errours in Divinity are dangerous, 
and of great conſequence to be freed from 
them. 

2 That opinion which cannot becon- 
futed by the Scripture, either is not er- 
roneous, or if it be,yet it is no dangerous 
errour z nor the truth oppoſite thereto, 
neceſſary to ſalvation. 

3 Herewe may ſee the reaſon why fo 
many errours ſwarm every where, even 
among Chriſtians ; it is becauſe they do 
not in humilitie, and ſelf-deniall, and 
laying away prejudice attend unto the 
holy Scripture. For this is profitable for 
confutation- ' 

4 Here we may ſce the unexcuſable 


neſſe of thoſe who live in errour, and yet; 


have the Scripture among them, which is 


profitable for confutatin of errour, "Y 
wi 


dt 


q 
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will they pretend, when ananſwer fuller 
then that of our Saviour to the rich man 
ſtall be given them? They have Moſes and 
the Prophets, yea, and the holy Evange= 
liſts, and the holy Epiſtles, &c. 

This divine truth which tels us, The 
Scripture is profitable for confatatien , may 
exerciſe its power againſt the Papiſts who 
hold, thac the Scripture ſhould not be 
made known tv the people, becauſe ir 
tends to breed errours in them ; direttly 
contrary to the Apoſtle, who here ſaith, 
I isprofitable to contate crrours. 

1 Thoſe that confute errours, and 
cenſure men as erroneous, for dilſenting 
fromthe diftates and deviſes of ſome men 
whom they fancie. Wherein, as the im- 
tamper is grievous, ſo if the conturer 

not skiltull, (as few ſuch are) both of 
that he confutes, and their opinion 
whereby he thinks to confute it ; who 
ſees not the unreaſonableneſle thereof ? 
Eſpecially if the little skill ſhall be ac- 
companied with a great deal of heat:there 

ing nothing more furious then igno- 
rant zeal, as appeared in S. P.ul betore 


©} bis converſion. If the party be skiltull 


in both, who refates the one by the other: 
either ke doth this for the humane autho- 
rity 


Confut a= 
ton. 


Repre+ 
benſtn. 


Provit. 
27, 
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rity on the one part ; and then he ſets the 
Creaturein Gods Throne whoſe Word 
it is that is profitable to confute : or for 
the reſplendencie of Gods Word in that 
opinion ; then doth he ill in conceali 
God, whom in his mind he acknowledg. 
eth; and magnifying man, on whom b 

ds not. But itthis be done by aman 
for an ill end, as for vitories ſake tobeat 
down that by voices of men which Gods 
Word contutes not, or becauſe it is more 
croſfle to corrupt nature, or leaveth fewer 
pretences and ſhifts for a licentious life 
to palliate it withal;Then as Solomon faith 
of the ſacrifice of the wicked , It is abomi- 
nation to God, and how much more when he 
brings it with an ill mind? So 1 may of ſuch 
doing, Ir is ill , but how much more 
when it is done for theſe ends? 

2 Thoſe that bring errours to conſute 
Gods word, though not eo nomine, (pro- 
fefling ſo much) yet in effeft. Thus did 
the Phariſees when they ſaid: Which of 
the Prieſts and Rulers beleeve in him? He in 


whom,&c. So ſay too many, That which | 


moſt do, That which brings profit, plea 
ſure, credit among men , that muſt be 
done though the Scriptare ſay con- 
trary. Ifay nomoretyg ſuch, but = 
wi 


from the 
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with them not to contend with Gods 


' Word, which is profitable to contuce all 


their errours, 

Comfort to him that is accuſed #7&* Corſolge 
die of being of another chen the recei- tion, 
ved opinion, yet not contuced out ot H. 
Scripture. 

That we would apply to our judg- Exhorta» 
ments, or minds, the Word ot God to tion. 
contute our errours therewith. 


Maotives 


Hard to be dcalt 
Nature of os with. 


Evill. 


from the 


Excellencie of the holy Scripture to 
confure it, 


AXIOM- 
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AXIOM. III. 
Ilez; emwvophony, 


He'y Scripture is profitable for corredliin, a 
rectifying and reſtoring. 


Find not this word uſcd in all the 
New Teſtament excepting this place, 

nor yet in the Verb in this compatiien, 
whence it is derived ; nor yet either of 
them by the LXX. in their Tran\lationof 
the Old Teſtament. In the Apocryphal 
find the one of them twice, the other four 
times, bur ſcarce once in Theologicall 
ſenſe in order to the ſoul. The word 
properly fignihes a refifying , or ſetting 
ſireight egain, or repairing that Phich is de- 
eyed : Our. Bar thafla $229 #mer0g T2 Ti 
0) (76a TLIC at, Itisas rauch 
work to rettitiea policic or government, 
a5 to makea new one. 
Here the word is uſed in Theologicall 
ſcnle, and therefore to be determined by 


An 


the object, as being an a& oft Gods Word 


in the hand of the man of God, for the | 
rc(titying of men in order to. God and | 


ſilyation. 


That 
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That we may the better find ont the 
meaning of this Axiom , and likewiſe 
give ſome light to that which follows , 
vemuſt take our riſethe higher, and cn- 
quire in the objeC hereof, and the forma» 
ls ratio (formall nature) thereot. The 
objet of Gods Word to be wrought up- 
on by it, is the mind and heart of man.The 
mind as. the Counſcllour to the heart is 
to be 


or preſent the heart with 


[or pod that it may inform 
right ob cits; and 


both 


Freed from errour, that it may 
C not inform erroncoutly., 


And hither tended the two former 


Atdz,T»gnit 
"Faeſ7,; 


The heart alſo is-the ob'et of Gods 
word, and that principally , which , 
as It is /erminus altiomm ad intra ( the 
buund of thoſe aflions that lok, inward) the 
lenſes reporting ro the minde , and it 
countclling 


Prov 4 23. 
Mu.15. 
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counſelling the heart; ſo it is fons alle 
num ad extra, (the well=ſpring of thoſe altions 
that look outward to the life. With all diligence 
heep thy heart, for there-out are the iſſues of 
life. Out of the heart proceed murthers, adulte- 


* ries, Ofc. ſaith our Saviour. And accor- 
. ding to the heart God eſteems of man, 


Hence he ſaith, My ſor ,- give me thy heart, 


+ Elſewhere , Let thy heart keep my precepts. 


Let thy heart receive ( retain ) my words. 
Keep them in the midi of thy heart. 

The formalis ratio of the heart of man, 
asit is the obje& of theſe afts of holy 
Scripture, is the capableneſſe of it thereby 
to be raiſed up to ſupernaturall ation, 
and fruition of God. But we may more 
diſtin&tly conceive the heart of man as 
it isthe objec of Scripture in regard of 
the preſent, as under ſome preſent evill, or 
in regard of the future, as in order to 
{ome future good, or liable to ſome future 
evill ; and this diſtinftion nores the 
whole formalis ratio thereof : but being 
various, draws us to proſecute it, till we 
have ſetled the ſeverall atts. 

The heart in regard of the preſent, as 
under ſome preſent ill, calls for this a& 
ot the Scripture which the Apoſtle here 
mentioneth, ex #mri;Yuny, Needs refti- 

fying 
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ingor reſtoring , an af peculiar toa 
or decay; and here,of the heart, 
theobjeX of that a&. Yet muſt we goe 
one ſtep further before we can ſettle. 

Thisformalis ratio, or preſent ill upon 
the heart, is two-fold. 

1 When the! ill of fin is indeed upon 
the heart, and it not at all, or not aright 
afeted therewith. 

2 When the ill whether ofſin or pain, 
isnot indeed upon it, butin conceit, and 
yetthe heart affeted as though it were 
indeed ; or if it be upon it, yet not in ſo 

degree, or ſuch manner as it is con- 
ceived,and as the heart is affefted. Which 
two reſpetts in the object are ſo different 
4muſt needs diſtratt this a& into two, 
ſeeing the ſame att cannot both reftife 
that which requires beating down, and 
that which requires raiſing up. The for- 
Paid by reproof , the latter by com- 
nt, 


Whereby appears that this word 5-t- 
gens, contains in it twoatts anſwer- 
wi two diſtempers of the ſoul to be 
rectified or reſtored, Reprebenſion and 
Conſolation : the difference of which is fo 

t, that I cannot handle them at once, 

t muſt divide this Axiom jato two. 

Branch 
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Branch 1.or former, The Scripture is profitable 
for Reprehenſton. 
Il. The Scripture is profitable for Conſils- 


tion. 
For the firſt of theſe, 


The Seripture 1s profitable for Reprehen- 
ſtore. 


1. Whatand how manifold Reprehen- 
Explica- ſton is. 
tion. 2. How the Scripture is profitable 
for it. 


For the firſt we mult know : 


1 Whatir is for which one is repre- 
henſible, or the formall obje&t of Repre- 
henſ1on. And that is {in unrepented of, 

Jer.2.13. Thine own wickedneſſe ſhall correct thee, and 
| thy back-ſliding ſhall reprove thee. Have w 
Eph. 5.11, fellowſhip with the unfruttfull works of darks 


T; neſſe, but reprove them rather. The Cretians 
it,t, 12, 


"S- fore reprove them ſharply. 
Queſt. 1. Whether a man may be re- 
prehended for nothing but lin. 


Anſs. He 


are ever lyers, evill beaſts, ſlow-bellies, theres | 


; [95] 

as He may for ſome effe@t or ill of 

ihment which by his fin he bath 

Lrobghe upon himſelf, but ſo as it is 
reſolved into fin as the proper cauſe 
of it. 
- Oveſt, 2. Whether 'one may be repre- 
tbr fin, after he hath haanily 1o- 
panted of it. | 

Anſw, If fin be compleatly repenxed of, 
ardabſolutely pardoned by God, I ſee 
not how it can be a ground of reprehenfi- 
on to the partie; Yet in ſome caſes I 
think it may be reprehenſible , after ic is 
truly repented of. | 

1 Ifit be of that nature a$ requires an 
explicate — tpon occation all a 
mans life, Thus God did niore then re- 
pus David after his repentance, when 

killed the child, and made the ſword 
not todepart from his houſe. But thus 
reprehenfhon may be ſaid to look at thoſe 
future a&ts ofrepentance,by which the fin 
paſtisnot yet repented of. 

2 Ifthe aft have been very ſcandalous, 
and fatisfaftion not yer given, it may be 


' reprehended to give ſatisfaftion, that at= 
| tendant being not yet added to the re- 


tance; and fo in ſome ſenſe it may be 
aid not to be ſo repented of, as that 
G ſatisfation 


Joh, 21, 
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ſatisfa&ion is given. Thas our Saviour 
may ſeem to have given Peter a ſecret re. 
_ enſion for his thrice denying him, 
y urging him (till he was grieved, faith 
the Text) toa threefold profeſſion ofhiz 
love to him. Other caſes may, perhaps, 
be thought of, and yer ſtand with that, 
That fin unrepented of, is the formalis ray 
of the objett of reprehenſion. | 
2. Wemuſt know what a, or afe- 
Qtion in the heart Reprehenſion tendsto 
excite and work upon. | 


There be four m—_ in the ſoul of! 5, , 
I 


wan, which be called by the School the 
Cardinales paſſiones, becauſe thewholefrane 
of mans heart moves upon them the two 
firſt looking at the preſent; the two 
latter at the future ; and theſe are grief, 
Joy, hope, and fear : the two firſt in the 
concupiſcible ; the two latter in the iraſci 
ble. Upon the two former of theſe doth 
the Apoſtles *-vighuns here att, tor the 
reCtifying of the diftempered ſoul: andir 
this at of Reprehenſion, upon theafſ 


Ction of grief, to excite that to exerciſe 
ſelt about the thing for which ir repre 
hends. This is manifeſt, where $: Pal. 
reprehends the Corinthians, and then addes,. 


1 Cor.5, Te are puffed up, and have not rather mourned: 


And 
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ng of the fame matter, Te were 2 Cor. 7, 


Andfpeaki 
vr er wy Epiſtle after a godly manner, 
and godly forrow leadeth unto repemtance not 


| toberepented of. 


Now the formalis ratio of the object of Ree 
prebenſton being fin unrepented of; Gods 
word by ftirring up this affeQtion of grief 
or working godly ſorrow for it, makes 


| ittobeno longer fin anrepented of, and 


repentance cauſeth che finner to forſake 
irs fin '(as Solomon Faith, He that confeſſeth 


ant forſakes his ſin ſhall find mercy: and God, 


inmercie, takes away the fin (as Nathart 
ſaid to David) God hath taken away thy 
fin, And thus the formalisratio of the ob- 
j& of Reprehenſion being gone, the ſoul 
wsrefified, or reſtored from the diſtemper, 
_— the preſence of {in unrepen« 
ted of, by exciting godly ſorrow for fin 
the heart. 

_ 3 How Reprehenfion excites ſorrow 
for fin unrepented of, This may be.un- 
derftood from the nature of grief, whoſe 
obje@t being malam preſens, it is excited 
(as all affe&tions are by their proper 


| Objeft in its proprietie preſented ) by 
, te before it the evilneſſe of fin, and pre- 


ſence thereif to the heart. 'So that Reprehen- 
kon works by theſe two afts. 1 Of laying 
7 2 in 


x Sam, Is. 


23. 


V. 14. 
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ſin tothe guiltie heart in the evilneſe of 
it. 2 Shewing that it ispreſent to it, or 
lies uponit, as committed , and nat 
removed. 

Firſt, the laying of ſin to the heartin! 
the ilneſle of it is done two wayes. 1 
ſhewing the inhoneſium ( diſhoneſty or 
diſhonour) of the in, in the croſſeneſ 
of it to Gods holy will and rule, with) 
the ſeyerall heads of aggravations (well| 
worthy the ſtudie of a Divine, and the 
prafticall conſideration of all.) 2 The! 
inutile (unprofitableneſſe and miſchief)of | 
it,in croffeneſs to mans true good : where 
comes in to Reprehenhon the aft of 
Commination,if need be, either in regard 
of the fin, or radication of it in the 
partie. 

The latter, to wit, the preſentneſſe of thi 
evill, if need be, is to be manifeſted by iuch 
Notes as argue the preſence of it. A 
Sanmel re ex Saul, ſhewed himthe 
tIneſle of his fin ; Bobellion is as the ſm 
Witchcraft, and ſiubbornneſſ: is as iniquity ant 


idolatry. So when Saul would not tak: 


notice ofthe preſence of his diſobedience 


upon him, he gives hima note of i;, Wd 
means this bleating of ſheep, and lowing of Oxen 
which I bear? 

Qu 


he 
) of 
ere 
of 
ard 
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Af How then can a man be repre- 


hended for (ins paſt, feeing they cannot 
now be malumpreſens to the heart, to ſtir 
upgrief, in that long fince they iſſued 
thence? 

Anſw. Though the tranſient at exter- 
nall paſſed away, yet all the ſins that ever 
amandid, and hath not eruly repented 
| of are ſtill preſent unto him in the ſtain, 
inthediſpolition of the ſoul to further 
| fins, as likewiſe in regard of God, in the 
| guilt and curſe that lies from God upon 
the head of the impenitene (inner, where- 
by he ſtands as liable to puniſhment every 
moment, and eſpecially at the great day sf 
Acooynt, a8 if they were all at that inftant 
committed, 


From theſe three things explained, ye 
may gather adeſcription of Reprehenli- 
on. here ſpoken of. 

It is an Emwighems or reftifying of the beart 
diftempered through ſin unrepented of, by laynig 
toit the evilneſſe —_—_— #f ſuch ſm upon it, 
| for the exciting of godly jorrow, whereby the ſin 
is repented of, and forſaken on mans part, and 
gatiouſh pardoned, and taken away on Gods 


Mart. 
; How manifold is it? 1 find Reprehen- 
G 3 ſion 
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fion in Scripture diverſly diſtinguifte, 4 


x In regard of theefhcient, el 
(Tir. 2.15, - in authority. 
Ley.19.7 A neighbour, or in collateraliti, | 


2 In regard of the degree, | 
PVehement. Tit. 1.13. Reprove the | Sol 


«mms , precigh, or ſharply. | 
L.-4 
# Mild. The Apoſtle otherwhers | for 
commends the ſpirit of meckne. bf. 
$ In regard of the manner of laying | dep 
, open the ſin, her 
the 
lainly, rec 
] pletothe 
*% | contrary, Or 
& her 
E Otherwiſe fig« | wel 
| nificative aft» | pry 
On, | 


\ Covertly,in < 


Covert ſperch, ax | Sa 
L parabolically. 118 
4 
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&d. | , In regard of the parties occupate 


therein, 
© Crepro-galone, private, YMzt, 
: SY ved 18, 
K, | 8 135 
| & Fepro- ſome with 16, 


ving {| them,publick : © &c. 
en | Some other perhaps may be found, &c.' 


| IL How the Scripture is profitable 
re | forReprehenſion ? 
s. | Tanfwer, as before, for Information 
and Confutation, it is neceffarie in ſuch 
ng | degreeand ,manner, as no ſaving repre- 
benfion can be without it,but by it, with 
the work of Gods Spirit, may the ſoul be 
reſtified, 


he 

| The example of our Saviour repre» "On. * 
hending by the Seripture, Te Hypocrites, Mat.ty. 7. 

v« | welldid Iatah propheſie of you, ſaying , This 

i» | people draweth nigh unto me with their lips, &c. 


I might likewiſe prove this by indu- 

 Rionoffleverall vices, and ſhew how the 

w | Scripture reprehends them. Solomox re- 

prehending an idle perſon, layes his {mn 

n | tohim, Thou fluggard; aggravates it from 
G 4 


the 


6197, 
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the example of the Ant, far inferiourts 
himin abilitic and obligation, butfar 
above him in performance , having ny 
guide, ruler, or overſeer, provides ber meatin 
theSummer,gathers her food in the harveh, 
Then from the adjun@& duration ot it, 
How long ? When wilt thou ariſe ? Tet qlitth 
ſleep | Then layes a threatning in the 
neck of it; So ſhall thy poverty cume as one 
that travaileth, that is, unexpetiedly ; and # 
an armed man, i.e. unreſiſiubly. 


This truth, as the laſt, is founded in 
the demonſtration of that concerning 
the Scxiptures profitableneſſe for Infor- 
mation. 

It the Scriptures contain all things 
neceſſarie xo ſalvation both fully and 
plainly, as was there demonſtrated, then 
doth ir alſo,as in the laſt Axiom, confute 
all errours, ſo here deteCt all vices oppo- 
lice to ſalvation. Sin being that which 
Reprehenſion is founded on , and fin be- 
ing nothing elſe but avs ſo called from 
—_—_— with Gods Law or Rule, and 
this Rule being nothing elſe- but the 
Scripture, it muſt needs be that the Scrip- 


ture is profitable for the reprehenlion of 


6n,which is an omiſſion of thatwhich the 
" | Scripture 
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Scripture injoins, ora commiſſion of that 
which the Scripture forbids, of which ir 
contains the aggravations , and againſt 
which ic contains teartull threatnings. 


Aman is reprehenſiblefor diſobedience 
tobumane Laws, which are not contai- 
nedin Scripture,and therefore the Scrip- 
ture not adzquately profitable for Re- 


ſton. 


Objet. 


Diſobedience to the lawfull Laws of Anſw. 


men, is reſolved into diſobedience to 
Gods rule, which commands Erery ſoul to 
be ſubjet} to the Syperiour Powers, and that 
for conſcience ſakg to God , and his word 
which commands obcdience to their 
commands in him. 


The Scripture is profitable for Reprehenſion. 


1 That there alwayes have been, are, 


Uſe. 


and will be ſome whom a man may re- Inſtruft. 


ms Which followeth not from 
ence by neceſſitie of the cunſequent, as it 
therefore there ſhould (would) be ſome, 
who are to be reprehended, becauſe the 
Scripture is for reprehenſion , but of the 


anſequence. For God in the infinity of his 


being, and underſtanding foreſceing this, 
tuc- 


[104] 
furniſhed his Word with this a&. 


Thetruth of this matter paſt ages haye 
given too ſufficient proof of, In the 


ſame day whereon our firſt parent was 


Joh.19.14. 


Luc.23. 44 


created, and that about dinner time (as 
Divines, not improbably, judge ) he made 
himſelf reprehenfible by eating the for- 
bidden fruit. 

We read of the ſecond AD A M delb 
vered for the ſins of the firſt, and of his 
poſterictie , ſomewhat in the Evangeliſt 
anſwering ( agreeable ) thereto. It was 
about the {oxth hour (of the ſ1xth day) 
(noon to us)when Pilate delivered Chriſt 
to be crucified. And from the 6. hour to 
the 9. there was adarkneſfe over all the 
earth. So earlie was a foundation of re- 
prehenſibleneſſe layd , whereupon his 
firſt-born Cain built fratricide, and poſte- 
ritie raiſed an huge pile reaching up to 
heaven that called down moſt ſevere 
reprehenſions. 

He that ſees not the reprehenſibleneſl 
of the preſent age, muſt needs be blinde 
exccedingly : Both the miſeries of the 
Church, and the eminent evills ſpeak it 


too plainly. Yea thoſe happier time | 


which men expett (if Laodicea be the 
ſhadow of them ) will not wane ther 


reprehenſion. 2 If 


320 a4 uDnDz2S0D PTIELEESLS. 


PX 1-2. 1. 4-v 


—— 


[r05] 

KScripture be &c. Then Reprehenfi- 
on, ſure, is of great worth, as that to 
which Scripture, the pure and holy 
image of God,ſo like himſelf, is in order: 


that David mighe well fing, Let the righte= Pal, 14, 


ox [mite me, it ſhall be a kindneſſe : let him 
reprove rve , it ſhall be an excellent oil which 
fell nat break, mine head. ' 

Wretched are thoſe men who have 
ſofr broke out into wickedneſle, that 
God will not reprehend them ; conft- 
dering that only Scripture is the power 
of God to ſalvation, and in this at to 
reQifie the heart infe&ed with the evill of 
fin. Reprove not a ſcorner , leſt be bate thes 
(faith Solomon. ) Caſt not your pearls before 
Swine (faith our Saviour ) leſt they trample 
them, end rend you. Theſe men arecin the 
caſe of one deadly fick, and deprived of 
the only remedy that ſhould cure him. 

4 They who live in known fins are 
inexcuſable, inas much as they enjoy the 
$cripture profitable for Reprehenhon. 
Is there no balm in Gilead # Ir there not « 
Plyfitian here? Yes ſure ther is: The Scrip- 
tureis profitable to reſtore the heart de- 
filed with him. Why then are they not 
healed ? They will have no pretence at 


that day, but either with him in the 
Goſpel 
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Goſpel, they will be fpeechleſſe : or with 
the young man in deſperation, crie out: 
How have I hated infiruftion, and my heart 
deſpiſed reproof ? And have not obeyed the 
voice of my teachers, nor inclined mine ear tb 
them that inſtrufted me? 


Letthis part of Gods word which af- 
firms the Scripture to be profitable for 
Reprehenſion,accompliſh its work there- 
in, in the reprehenſion of divers ſorts; 

1 Either ſuch asare ſimply hereby re 
prehenſible. 

2 Or reprehenfible as touching the uſe 
of Reprehenſion, 


1 It reproves thoſe who having need 
of Reprehenſion (as who hath not?) do 
not deſire nor ſeek for reprehenſion trom 
Gods Word. This isa fault almoſt as ge 
neral] as the obje&t of Reprehenſion. For 
where is the man that defires to be repra- 
ved when he deſerves? That layes Gods 
Word impartially to his heart for there- 
. Rifying of it,and intreats this as a hoes 
benefit at his friends hand to tell him 
plainly, and lay Gods Word home unto 
him, when he ſees any thing amiſſe with 
him ? There is not the pooreſt in the 

company 
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company, but will be at coſt to buy a 
Looking-glafſe to ſeea ſpot in his tace, 
that he may wipe it off; and noneſo 
careleſſe of his outward man, but will 
thank his friend chat tells him of that 
which would make him be derided of nien 
when he ſhould come among them. God 
offers a glaſſe for our ſoul to detet the 
ſpots thereof, which make men odious 
to him, his holy Angels, and Saints; yet 
can we ſuſtain to come into his preſence 
with ſpotted ſouls, yea even ſuch ſpots 
asreſt not in the heart only, but come ſub 
fig, ( ſome manifeſtation thereof ) to be 
viewed by Angels and Devils, to the joy 
of Satan, and grief of our Guardians the 
holy Angels, Gt thoſe can joy , or theſe 
grieve:) yea, ſuch as cat through the veil 
otour budie (as I may ſee) and appear to 
the eyes of men. Yet is a ſpot in the ſoul 
ſomuch worſe, by how much the ſoul is 
better then the body. Ft pretium pars bee 
corpore majus habet. And it is of greater 
price (could the Heathen man ſay) andſo 
much more care to be had for the wiping 
toff, by how much the cenſure of God, 
and his holy Angels is more to be feared, 
then of all che men in the world. | 
2 Thoſe who when reprehenſioh 
canes 


C108) 

comes home to rhem from God in his 
Word, will not receive it home, and let 
it have its whole work upon them for 
their reformation, will not totum telwnj 
corpus recipere (as 'the accniation wazof 
Scevola) 3 They will do ſomewhar with 
Saul, reform ſome things with Herod a 
Fohns preaching, bar if it tends to reftifi 
their darling correptions, ſtop it 
there. 

The nature of a remedy or medicineis 
dut prodeſſe, aut obeſſe, (either to doe good 
or harm) but it aman takes bat part f 
the Woſis which a &kilfull Phyfitian pre- 
ſcribes, the effencc of the medicine con- 
fiſting in that indiviſible he preſcribes, 
and the operation following the eſſence; 
what can be expe&ted bat that it ſhould 
only irritate the hamour, andnot bein 
able to expel it, Jeave nature weaker 


the diſeaſe ſtronger. Thus will their caſe 


be who deal thus with that pretious re- 


medy of the ſoul, which God the moſt | 


wiſe Phyfitian of the ſoul preſcribes in 
His wordfor the a—_— 

3 Yetmore, thoſe that pretend to re+ 
ceiveGods word in this aft of reprehen- 
fion, but let it not enter into their heart. 
Like s ſome of our Church-papiſts _ 

wit 
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with the Communion, make ſhew of cat- 
ing the bread,but with their handkerchief 
conveigh it : or of drinking , but kiſs 
the cup with cloſed lips,or ſpit out what 
they receive. 

Thas to receive a reprehenſion is ſo far 
from retifying the ſoul, that it provokes 
Gods anger the more againſt it, &c. 

4 Thoſe that hate reprehenſion and 
Gods Meſſenger that brings it. Thate him 
(faith Abab ) for he doth not propheſie good 
concerning me, but evill, i. e. he reproved. He 
ſhould have hated himſelf ro whom no 
good could be prophefied. This was Ahab 
who had ſold himſelf to work wicked- 
neſſe, What ſuch entertainers of this a& 
of Gods word may expe, you may ſee ; 
God ſent a Prophet to Amaxziah, andir 
cameto paſle as he talked with him, that 
the King ſaid unto him, Art theu made of 
the Kings Councell? forbear, why ſhouldſt thou 
be ſmitten? T hen the Prophet forbare, and ſaid, 
I know God hath determined ts deſtroy thee, be= 
cauſe thou haſt done this,and haſt not hearkened 
unto my counſel[, 

5 Thoſethat contemn or deſpiſe re- 
proof. I was thinking whether to reſerve 
this, or the other of hating reproot, for 
the laſt and bigheſt degree of choſe who 


alc 


tKingaz, 


2 Chron. 
25,16, 


—_— 
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arc hereto be reprehended; c— 
x That the obje& of contempt is a little 
evill, which we account not fo greatas 
to draw our hatred or fear upon it : and 
2 Thoſe that hate reproof, doe labour 
more to hinder the fincere preaching of 
Gods Word, and to vex the Mini 
thereof, then thoſe who only contemn 
it, and with Gallio, care for none of theſe 
things. 

But I find thatan evill may becounted 
little two wayes : 

1 In its nature and croſſeneſs to our 
afteftion. 

2 In the power that goes with it to 
prevail againſt us : and ſo the contemner 
may inly hate the ill as much , but con- 
cciving it to have no power to enter up- 
on him, contemns it. 

Thus Goliah could not but conceive 
that David detired to kill him, as well as 
it a Giant had come outagainſt him; but 
in his pride he ſaw not how he could 
- - him, and fo ( faith the Text) deſpi- 

ed him. 


So that to deſpiſe reproof from Gods 


word, may involve hatred in it, as it lies | 


crofſe to a mans luſts,and ſuperadde athe- 
iſme, as if Gods reproof were not able, 
cither 


The 
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ether to deprive him of his Juſts, or con- 
denighim for them. And thus is con- 
tempt of reproof, in the nature of it, a 
higher- 111 againſt God, and where, re- 
proofe.comes with power to crofle it, 
will appearin the greateſt hatred. 

Thoſe that deſpiſe reproot I ſend to 
the Wiſe man , Becauſe ye ſet at nought all 
my caunſell,, a: would none of my reproof ; T alſo 
willaugh'at your calamitie, © c. 

Againſt this 5.degree, That ſcorners are 
mt tobe reproved. 

1\'0ne ora few afts of deſpiling re- 
proof,'do not preſently make a man a 
icorner. 

2. Toreprove in theft differs from the 
perſonall application of reproot. 

3 For the perſonall reproving of a 
{corner, we may conſider 

(Word, that will reprovye and 


| condemn him. 
Way (Wanting _-_ ; and fo 
Þ > | liabletohave his perſon 
VL © = K 
4 0-* hurt, jewels trodden &c. 
-*] Z ; and of ſuch our Saviour 
= = 
= 5 and Solomon may feem to 


ſpeak : God tendring, his 
ſervants ſafety, and abt- 
H licie 


(FI 
Per 
—_—_ con 


= 
v9 


Prov, x. " 
24,25, 26, 


Objed, 
Anſw. 
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| lirtie of doing good other. 

where, muie then aſcors 
ners 1alv.ction by his 
means, and with his 
| | danger. 


| | 

Having power to quell the 
| | ſcornersinſolencie, and 
if noe thereby to amend 
him, yerto terrifie others 
| from his courſes , Prov. 
| 22.10» Caſt out the Scorer, 
| | and 19.25, Smite « ſcor> 


wer, and the Simple will be- 


CC. Ware. 


.t Scorner. Though he teſtified hit 
| ſcorn upon one, or two, or three 
ſundrie wayes of reproof, and that 
'$ fearfully,and ſoas we havenohope 
,{ thoſe wayes: yer perhaps fone | | 
|} other wa z reproof may fettle on | Sq 
| him, or _- {ome other, or aſter | de: 
1 ſome pallages of providence have | bg 

betallen him which had not then. | j\, 
While God rich in mercie lets 2 
A man 


LT 
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man live,.and it appear not to us 

 thathe ſins againſt the H. Ghoſt, we 

' may not abſolutely deſpair. or 
4 wholly give him over for loſt. 


A ſecond ſort to be reprehended by 
thisdoftrine are ſuch as have to do with 
thisaRt, and 

1 Do not reprehend where the Scrip- 
turedoth, Have no felbwſhip with the un- 

tfull works of dar kneſſe , but reprove them: 
as itone could not eſcape fellowſhip with 
them, unleſſe he reproved them. This is 
to detain Gods truth in unrighteouſneſſe, 
andto diminiſh from Gods word, as it it 
did nat reprove ſuch a ſn. 

2 If Gods word &c. then are they to 
be reproved who reprove thoſe whom 
the Scripture doth not. This is to adde 
to Gods Word, and make the way to hea 
ven ſtraighter then our Lord hath 
made it. 

3 Thoſe that reprove where the 

ipture commends. This is as Judas 
dealt with the Woman that bronghe the 
box ofointment to our Saviour : which 
13 aggrayable 

| H 2 from 


Amos 7. 


IO, 


V, 17. 
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Scripture, which is the 
teſtimony of the inf- 
nitely wiſe, juſt, and 

ſExcellen-} good God. 
cie of | 


— 


Man, who behaves him- 
ſelt (fo as to be com- 
L mended by it. 


({A& , which puts upon 
that which the Scrip- 
ture commends , the 
ratio (notion ) of fin 


Indigni- 9g unrepented of, 
(tic ot the 


from the 
am I Nr 4 


Agent, linfull duſt who 
7 re cenſure that which 


God conmmends. 


— 


4 That reprove thoſe who reprove 
according to Scripture. Such an one 
was Amaziab the Prieſt ot Bethe! : and by 
reproving him who reproved according 
to Scripture, he turned the edge of the 


reproot upon himſelf in a fearfu]l threat: | 


ning, 


This 


g—_ 
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This comforts thoſe who are reproved 7. 
=_ where the Scripture- reproves Conſal- 
not, whether tion. 

ſEvills, whereof they are not guilty 


| Per fe, (conlidering them in 
themſelves) 


S | Per accidens, (by accident) 


:. Yn aiming at by -ends 
| GE; 


{ood 


Failing in the manner. 


In both they invade Gods chair , and 
the prerogative of his word, and in both 
play the Devill : 


Former, by ſlandering the righte- 
v | ous perſon. 


Q : | 
= | Later , the righteouſneſſe of thi 
C perſon, 


H 5 1 That 


Uk 
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1 That ſeeing Gods word is profits. 


Exborta- ble for Reprehenſion to reftifie, the ſoy} 
ton |. 


Jer, 


thereby, we would bring our ſouls'ts 
Gods word, and lay it home impartially 
to the ſame. | 

The matter is of as great concernment 
(momen - as our ſouls, and everlaſting 
happineſſe to be begun here,and conſum- 
mate hercafter. No unclean thing can 
enter there. And we have all {in,and con- 
trated upon us by nature ; {in the only 
cvill oppoſite to Gods juftice, to Chriſts 
merit and interceſſion for us, and example 
tous; tothe work and motions of his 


holy Spirit, and to our own happinelk, | 
Linleſſe this be repented of and amended, | 


there isno hope left us in that great ſal» 
vation; and no repentance or amend- 
ment butby this att of Gods word upon 
our ſouls. Our hearts are deceitfull above «ll 
things * There isno truſting to our own 
phanſies and diRates of nature. We ſeek 
to our ſelves plurima ratiocinia, many ins 
ventions wherewich to deceive our ſouls 
with diftinftions and evaſions, even 
againſt Gods word it ſelf, unleſſe it be 
laid home unto us impartially. Satan lies 
at all advantages to deccive us; the world 
and the flefh flatter cil they have deſtroyed 

', us: 
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us: Wecan truſt no friend ſafely in this 
int. Many a foul now in torment 
might have eſcaped, it he had not truſted 


| others, and neglefted to lay Gods word 


home unto his heart. Only the Scrip- 
rureisno reſpeRer of perſons, asis not 
the Author of it. This will lay open, 
this will cure the diſtemper of our ſoul. 

This is 673a44@- oc3s imurbpbuar, profit» 
Be far reprebenſuon. 


Means. 


1 Utterly deny our ſelves, bring no 
concluſions with us to ſeek Premiſes out 
of Gods word, no deſire thatany thing 
ſhould be otherwiſe then Gods word wil 
have it.The cauſe ofall deadly miſunder- 
ſtanding of Scripture. 

2 Come to it with prayer, with hu- 
mility, with reſolution to pluck out 
eyes, cut off right hand, deny what cver 
its againſt, do whatſoever it injoyns. 


When any reprebenliion comes unto us 
in the Miniſterie of the Word, in the 
Ppriviteadmonition of a friend therefrom, 
in any at of providence whereby Gods 
Pirit ſtirs up any motion in our ſoul, 

H 4 moying 


E wh; tes 
t151t ] L. 


;: 
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| 


E xborta- 


ti-n 111. 


Prov, 19. 
25, 


Ley.19.17 


Tit. 1. Iz, 
13. 


RICH 


moving, to amendment agreeing to God 
Word ;, lay it home, and let it have its 
full work : So thall we honour God 
therein, encourage and chear his inftru- 
ment, get a precious balm to our fouls, 


3 To uſe Gods Word in this a& of it 
upon others : This the Magiſtrate may 
do uncontrollably, yea though there be 
no hope ot amending the party, yet the 
{miting of a {corner will make others 
beware. The Minitter ſo far, as his pearl; 
be not trampled, and he rent by ſwine, 
tor whom he hath the keys to ſhut them 
out , or the duſt of his feet to ſhake off 
againſt them, ando leave them z or pas 
tience to bear for Chriſts ſake what in 
his cauc (hall betall him. A privateman 


Oe Cl. med 


may likewiſe exerciſe this. T hou ſbalt nit | 
bate thy brother in thy heart, thou ſhaltin any | 
Wiſe rebuke him, and not ſuffer ſin upon him. | 


For him that is to be reproved, it a 


ſluw-belly , there isa ſharp repreheniion; 


it otherwiſe, a ſpirit of meekneſſe : it once, 
there isa private ; it iterated &c. publick: 


direCt,where it agrees, wherenut,oblique. | 
By practiling the contrary, retiring, l!- | 


lence, geſture, all may reprehend all. 
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ods | ; 

its BRANCH Il. 

od | . AY / 

us | TheSeripture is profitable aess #m40gJwmy , f,, 
Conſolation. 

"it There is a two-fold diſtemper of the Exp!ica- 


ay | heart to be reftihed by Gods word, (as tir. 
be | Iſhewed before,) The former reftihcd by 
he | reprehenhon; of that betore : The other 
rs | by Conſolation ; Of this now. 
ls The word not uſed otherwhere in 
dcripture, yet inthe Maccab. goes not tar 2 Maccab, 
m | from this ſenſe 341 rior immropdocas, 15,17+ 
f | onimi juvenum confortati (faith S. Hierome ) 
+ | Theyoungmens minds werecomtorted. 
For the mcaning of this we mutt en- 


1 
t | 1 What is meant by comfort. 
) | | 
{ Improperly for 
1 


| Cauſe. 
, Comforttakens the 
| Etie&. 
( 'Y 7 ( Tcl Iy. 


> Hoy 
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2 How the Scripture is profitable | Grie 
thereto. 


J]. For on former wemuſt find ot + 
1 The obje& of comfort. 
2 The affe&tion which it works upon 
£0 excite it. 
3 How itdoth thar. 


1 The obje& of this aft isa Morner, | 
or man under the reſtof mourning, or 
Ila. 61. 3. dejeftion of mind. Tokind up the brokm | | 
& Theff, hearted, to comfort the mourners, the mourners — 
9. s in Sion. Comfart the ſeeble-minded. 
> 407.7 Mourning isfor preſent evill, evill pre» | 
_ ſent being the obje& of Grief. But if we 
will inde out the objeft of comfort more | 
particularly, we muſt diſtinguiſh of the | 


ſeverall cerms, [Mean] [Mourning] [Evil] | £ 
[the preſence of it. ] |E 
| Wo 
Man may be conſidered | 
Beleever. : 
_ Impiout. 


Unbeleever YIn difpoſitionto 
converhon, 


| 


Griet 
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le | Griefor mourning may be diſtinguiſhed 
{Go 


out of love of 


; Love of our Neigh- 
bour 5 
ſUnder the 
former, as 
we look at 
that of God 
| | in him. 


= 


Morally ; as 


» ”" 


x 
_ 
fidered 


_ 
—_— 


4 Under the 
later,as we 
| look at 
| thac ſome- 
| what of 
| our ſelves 
TL in him. 


A. 


n—_— N  .u_—— 
hmm 


Root,and ſo it may be con 


—— 


from the 


| 111, when it proceeds from 
.. love of our coprupUuons. 


— 


k | Nataral ly. 


>» 


Quantity 


OD n—r——_—— 


A 
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Eve n objett- 


Ani (Treatcr 


Odde 
elle. 


Evill may be conſidered 


Apparent, which whether it | 
| be, or be not in rerun natura, | 


18not in its nature evill. 


ſ1 As 


| Real, which whether it be | 
adlu or potentia , (in att or 
C not) is in its nature evill. 


< 


C2 As the Evill of 


Sin 


Pain 


{In its nature ill, but over- 


which 1s 
—_—_ ; 


powered by God , and 
made good,and an objett 
of joy to the party to 
whom it is ſent, 


\Tryall, 
'Vartyrdome. 


Both 


a om 


a 


t 
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A 


| | Both il] in itsnature, and 
| ! to the party the objeCt of 
L grict 


| Puniſhment, 
| Chaſtiſemenc, 


| Now Chaſtiſement is either 


[ Wicked, tendingto converſion, 
< { Renewing of repen- 
| | tance, as a teſtimony 
; Godly to; ot Gods diſpleaſure, 
-=> the yet With ditference, 


| Taking better hecd for 
C the time to come. 


= £Both in deed, and in apprehenlion, 
E 
Q 


Only in the one reſpect, 
In'deed only, and not appre- 
hended. 
as 
[n apprehenſion only , and 


not in dced. 
lt 


7 I. 


Coneluſt® «< _— 
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| = 
= #nbeleever 
apparent 
evil} 
reall 


In deed, 


preſenrYIn appre- 
henhon 
only, 


be not grieved for, there properly is no 
objeRt of comfort;as being no griet,which 
in general is the obje& of comfort. Yet 
Is there great difference under this. Ile 
name the two moſt oppoſite particulars 
in their greateſt generalicy. 

I, wherher in beleever or unbeleerver, 
theevill of lin, apparent or reall, preſent 


indeed or apprehended only, be not grie+ | 
vedfor ; there is work for Reprehenhion. | 


If the reall evill of pain, bur of that 


fort which, though in itsnature ill, isby | 


an over-powering of God made good, as 
of probatio, or uapriecor, benot emcertalned 
wit 


ESE ASOPEFPEIEGCYY 


; 
Cal 
' Thusfinnedthoſe in the Prophet , who 


| Brievedthe Sabbaths were ſo long, When 
| Wilthey be over? ſaid they. Thus Ahab, 


C125} 


with grief; there is thereupon no ground 
ofReprehenfion. Count it all joy, my bre- 


| thren, when ye fall into divers trialls, When 


men revile and perſecute you, and ſpeak, all ill 


| ofyu felſh for my ſake, 2eieem 6 <2a00ghs, 


cjoyce, and skip fox joy. Yea though 


| ſuch need not comfort in au ſecundy 


(attually) in that for which they rejoice; 


| yetthe Wordof God goes along with 
| them in fitnefſe to comfort them, if they 


ſhould at any time be _—_— and m the 
mean while, ſpeaks all good to their 
ſouls. 

lan apparent ill, whether of ſin, or 


| pain, preſent indeed, or apprehended 


G—_ grieved for leſſe, more, or equal 
tothe appearance, out of an ill root, as 
negleft of God, and love of our own cor< 
ruption ; as that a man hath omitted an 
idolatrous aft , which isa work of the 
3 cannot be revenged on him whom 
not vie drinking in the 
hall, or the like : here, though 
ef, is no objetof comtort. 


that hecould not tell howeo get Naboths 


| vineyard, 


Yea, 


Jam,r.2, 
Mat.$.1>, 


Gal.s, 


Amos 8.5, 


Concluſt- 
on T1 I. 


[126] 


Yea, here may bea ſin of the higheſt 
degree. I know not whether the Devil) 
hath a greater (in then this, that hefo 
grieves, he can do God no greater diſho- 
nour, 

Yet if a beleever ont of weakneſle of 
indgment, and tendernelle of conſcience 
thould grieve for tome aft which ws 
not ill; here would be place tor trne 
comlort : yea, it one yet an unbeleever, 
but ir fiert, and under the hand of Gods 
Spirit preparing bim for his converſion 
ſhould grieve tor ſomewhat, as a fn 
which was none, he might ſo tar receive 
comtort, as to take away his griet in ree 
gard of that objc&.. So it onc ot the love 
ot himſelt ſubordinatcd to the love of 
God, he ſhould grieve tor {ome apparent 
xi] of pain, wherher preſent indeed, or 
apprehended only ; here is a tubje of 
comfort, 

It the evill of fin reall be preſent in- 
deed, and grieved for, out of a good root; 
but 1 Jeſſethen the nature of it requires 
in beleever or unbeleever : here is yetno 
work for comfort. Augendus eft ifte dolor, 
The man muſt grieve more, taith Hem- 
MUNPIHS» 

2 I morcineither, there is work for 

comtort) 
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| aqſprt yet with difference. The belece» 
NT vg ing ſo with that ingenuous griet 
: | tht looks at Godas his father by him 

' ofended; Chriſt 'as his Redeemer, and 

| teHoly Spirit, who hath formerly ſpo» 
jf | ken peace to his conſcience : there Gods 
| Word gives preſent comfort. But the 

unbeleever, and by this work diſpoſed 
to convertion , however he may ovecr- 
| grieve in regard of the puniſhment , or 
| with ſome ingenuous griet according to 
| fuch apprehenſion as he may have of 
| God), and fo far may be comforted, as 
| thatthe fin is pardonable, and he in the 
way to obtain pardon , yet muſt he be 
brought to the fight of plenteous redemption 
which is with Chriſt, and his grief made 
thereby more ingenuous, that upon his 
haith in him who takes away the (ins of 
the World, he may receive thegreat com- 
forts of heaven, which the Word affords 
to them who come weary and heary-laden 
unto Chriſt. 

3 ltequall, here is matter of joy. Pani- 
tens ſemper doleat ( ſaith S. Auſtin ) &- de 
iſbue dolore gaudeat ; The penitent muſt 
always grieve, and rejoice for that grief. 
And no finfull __ ot rhe ſoul of 


fallen man invia (while he lives here) but 
an 


a Ly 


wo 


ve wm TD JAS TY as as 


— 


Conclufſt- 
GN | V. 


Lam,3 33, 
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an unagreeableneſſe to the commands of 
the Goſpell. Yet becauſe fin is the &me- 
cedent to all grief, and had it notbeen, 
man ſhould not have grieved ; and the 
foul under godly ſorrow is not where 
it would be; here is an objeCt of com- 
fort. 

If reall evill of pain ( except that il] 
of abſolute puniſhment which hath no 
intention of gocd trom God with it to 
the party) be indeed preſent, and grieved 
tor | fſe, more or equally to the nature of 
itz andnort froman ill root, as crofſeto 
our luſts, or corrupt defires : the gracl- 
ous God who hates nothing that hehath 
made, preſerves man and beaſt,and jp ſpe- 
ciall, afflits not the ſons of en By 
from his heart, ( or willingly) hath : 
word of comfort for them that are in di- 
ſtreſfe, ſo far forth for all, that the cauſe 
being removed , he will take away, 0r 


over-ballance with good the ill of pain: | 
yet with this ditference, that his ſpecial! 


comforts are for the beleever, whom ht 
pities as a father his ſon that fears him. 


and moſt efpecially thoſe, who under! | 


ſomeriiall, or ſuffer for righrteouſnelk 
ſake, with whon his love is molt preſent, 
and their reward great in the kingdom ol 
heaven, 


} | 
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If the evil of fin be preſent in apprehen- Conclufe” 
fiononly , andgrieved for from a good on V. 


root,though the griet lelle , then the ap- 
prehen(1on deſerves a check, in that, if {in 
were there indeed, it would not be gric- 
ved for ſufficiently ; yet he who pities 
his Creatures errour in grieving where 
there is no canſe, hath a word of comtort 
for the refifying of the heart, by remo- 
ving the errour ; Asalſo in the evill of 
pain ſo preſent, 

From all theſe particulars we may 
gather thus much in generall, Thar 
though the obje&t of comfort , properly, be 
one that mourns, yet ſome mourners are 
excepted herctrom. 

1 Thoſe that mourn becauſe they can- 
not ſatishe their corrupt deſires. 

2 Thoſethat mourn under pain whick 
isabſolute puniſhment, without any in- 
tention of ſaving good to them trom 
God. Such is the mourning of the dam- 
ned in hell, for whom there is no com- 


| fort, And ſach would be the mourning 


of onethat had ſinned againſt the holy 
Ghoſt, if he were under ſome ill of pain, 

therwiſe, I think, there is no puniſh- 
ment to a man in this life under which he 
an mourn, but carries ſome intention of 
good with it from God, 2 Thotr: 


For. 31. I7, 


143,61,2,3 
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3 Thoſe that mourn for ſin in ſome 
ſort, but are not throughly hum. 
bled. 

The firſt and laſt of theſe are capable 
ot comfort in ſenſu diviſo, (when they and 
their 11] ends, or wants are divided) the 
ſecond otnone. 

So much for the objeCt of comfort, the 
yaricty and perplexednelle 


as it hath been troubleſome 
to me, | 
whereof 
ſo, I fear, it hath been wY 
ouSto you. | 
| 

2 What affe&tion Comfort aims to 
excite and fet a working : that is Joy, 
as oppulitely 'Reprehenſion aimed a 
Grict. 

I wil comfort them, andmake them rejiice 
for their ſorrows. Te comfort all that mourn, 
to grve them the oil of joy for mourning. 

3 Thisitdoth by preſenting theher, 
with ſome good, wherewith it being nc: 
betore afteed, or not in that meaſare, | 
was dejefted. | 

The objett of Joy being Gocd preſent, 
and no affeftion ſtirred but by that which | 

bring) | 
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brings the formalis ratio ot its obje&t wich 
Ms | ir, Nibil lenit dolrem niſt aliqua beni ratio in 
wo ark (faith Melm#hin) There is 
le | noaffwaging of grief without ſome ſpice 
nd | ofgood appear in the remedy. 
he | Theratio (nature) ot pood nay be con-= G2. 
ceived in that 


[= 
". 


| isa poſitive good, 
| which 
w hath the reſpe&t of a leſs ill. 


The former is plain. 

| Of the Iater our Saviour ſpeaks, It Mat.2*.24 
were good for that man he had never 

been. 


| 

| 
" And I doubt not but it would carry a 
'| great reſpe& of good, and much comfort 
*| toaſoul in hell, tobe aſſured that aſter 
| | ten thouſand thouſand years it ſhould 
*| beannihilated. Not to be, hath no enti- 
"| tie, therefore no good, yet carries reſpect 
; of good in compariſon of greater ill. 


Whence, removing il! de t:-o or tots, (in 
part or whole) hath the rationem ( or rc- 
"| ſpet) of good. 
| Good may be faid to be preſent in Pr cfGr:, 
| divers degrees, in prſibility, probabilitie, cer- : 
| tainty, in attuall union, in immediate for the 
L3 {ulneſe, 


I Pet, x, '' 


[132] 


fulneſſe, and wnſeparable tor the perpetiiy | 


ot the union. 

According to the differences of the 
Good, and degrees of the preſcnce which 
the comfort brings, ſo is the joy moreor 
leſfſe. To a ſoul deſpairing, and ſunk 
down under the inmpoſſibile ( conceit of im- 
pollibility ) of deliverance; the poſlibility 
is comfort, and perhaps ſuthcient for the 
preſent. The higheſt degree of comfort 
In this life, is the communion a beleeyer 
hath through faith with Chriſt: J/herein 
he rejoiceth with joy unſpeakable, and full of 
glory. Salvation apprehended in the cer- 
taintic of Faith to the praiſe of Mercy; 
which is then conſummated, when accor- 
ding, to the Word of God, by theatt of 


Omnipotencie , the obje& beatificall 
hall be immediately and unſeparably | 


injoyed. 
Hence may appear how comfort atts 
upon the dejefted heart, iz. by atfeding 
it with ſome joy upon the good preſent, 
either in the removall of the ill parth o' 
wholly, under which it lics : or elle by 
bringing in poſitive good, which may el 
ther ſuſtain thehearc againſ the ill, itit 
remain, or poſleſſe the heart with liquid 
J9y, it it be removed, 
Hence 


: 


| 


| 


ty | 
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Hence we may thus deſcribe comfort. What is 
If 1s an «mW 02-3 wcrs Or reitying of the Comfort , 


bart,(by griet ariling from ſome moral- 
ly, or naturally good principle) deje&ted 
under ſore 11], preſent in apprehenſion 
only, or in deed; by atfetting ic with 
ſomepreſent good, comparative or poſitive, 
whereby the ill is removed in part, or 
wholly : or the heart by Good {uſtained 
againſt the III, or poſſeſſed upon the re- 
moyall of the III. 


Hitherts of this firſt part sf Explication, 


2 The Scripture #721 profitable for 
"tas for the former acts of Inſtrutiion, 
_ Reprehenſin. 

It is neceſſarie in ſuch degree and man- 
ner, asno ſaving Comtort can be with- 
out it, but by it, by the work of Gods 
Spirit may the dejefted ſoul be reCti- 
hed. 


Whatſvcver things were written in o1d 
time, were writ for our lcarning, that we 
through patience and comtort of the 
Scripture might have hope. This is my Rom. 15.4 
comfort in my aftlition,thy Word quick- P\.1t9.59 
neth me, 


I 4 l 


"O iT, 
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I might for the further __- hereof 
bring an induCtion of ſeverall griefs, and 
how the word is profitable for comfort 
againſt them, but I will name only two, 
which Hemmingius counts the chief. -Grz- 
viſſimus animi cruciatus, &c. T he moſtgrie- 
vous torment of the mind is deſperation, 
with which, whoſoever laboureth, feels 
the ſorrowes of hell, And this ariſeth 


CAn imagination of parts 
cularity, 


from either : | 
< The conſideration of | 


ones unworthineſle by | 
t. reaſon of often falling, | 


1 It the tentation ariſeth froma Stoi- 
| call imagination, 'T he teſtimony of the 
x Lord is true (faith he) and it ſaith thus: 
+ Tim.2.4 God would have all men to be ſaved and 
» Pet, 3-9. none to periſh. Let this Word be oppo- 
ſed ro all Sroicall imaginations, 

2 The univerfall promiſe of Grace, 
ll Manag Con anto me all ye that labour, Eo. So God 
l' Job. 3.16, loved the World, &fe. Go teach, &c. He that 
| Mai,z8s beleeveth, ſhall be ſaved, &&c. | 
| 3 Thereis no reſpet of perſons wich 
God, 


According 
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* According to this unmovcable (ſure) 
Rule, He receives all penitents, rejefts all 
impenitents. | 

I1 Againſt the thought of our own 
unyorthinefle, are 

1 Theglorious and Jarge promiſes, 

2 The excellencie of the Sacrifice, The 
Lamb of God, yea the Lamb God, &c. 

3 Grace abounds above (in. 


The bloud of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſerth 


| us fromall fin. 


5 The examples of them who have 
ſinned grievouſly, 'and yet have obtained 
mercie. & 


Founded in the former. If the _ 
ture contain all things fully and plainly 
that areneceſſary to ſalvation, then likg- 
wiſe for comfort , whereby the dejeCted 
ſoul is raiſed up , and carryed on againſt 
all that might preſſe it down, or diſcou- 
rage it in the way to ſalvation. The 
former was proved in the att of Intor- 
mation, 


4107), 


1 The Heathen have places of comfapt Objed.l, 


in their Treatiſes, and therefore the 

Scripture not adequately, 

Againſt whe ill of lin, cold comfort, 
| who 


Anls, 


Bph,1.6. 


2 Cor. $. 


19, 
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who knew not hin, that takes away the 
ſins of the world, Againſt Gods anger 
no ſaving comfort , ſeeing in his Son 
alone he is well-pleaſed, and loves none 
to ſalvation but as conlidered 1n him. He 
bath made us acceptable to himſelf in his be- 
loved. In him he is reconciling the world t 
bimſelf. 

Againſt affliftion their comfort but 
weak. Sin the ſting of aftliftion they 
knew not how to pluck out, or how ſar 
vingly to pacitie Gods anger. The righ- 
tcoulſneſſe of the cauſe (which was their 
greateſt comfort ) is nothing where there 
isnot the righteouſneſſe of the perſon, 
the perſon reconciled to God, and ina» 
bled with grace to bear it. 


Non meriti pznam pateris, ſed numinis iram ; 
Eft aliquid magnis crimen abeſſe malis, 


Thou ſuffereſt not the puniſhment ofthy 
fault, but only the anger ofa deitie: And 
this is ſomething. Thus Ovid comforts 
his triend, Bur what he gives with one 


- hgnd, he takesaway with the other, for 


it the deitieganger be there, his ſomething 

IS nothing. 
Ina word, We may anſwer here -=_ 
ore 


_ 


I -o 
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fore in Confutaticn; It there be any comfort 
in their Philoſophic ic is derived trom 
the fountain of comfort, who leaveth noc 
himſelf without witnelle, is eminently in 
theScripture,not ſaving comfort, unleſle 
perſeted by the Scripture, wherein the 
myſterie of Salvation is alune con- 
tained. 


1 Godis faid to be the Father of mer- 
cies, and God of all comfort, who com- 
forteth us in all our affliftions ; theretore 
Not the Scripture adequately. 

The ſubordinate is not taken away by 
the principall z God comforts, 1 by the 
Scripture, when he preſents the good to 
our faith, and thereby chears us up 
againſt the iII. 2 He comforts according 
tothe Scripture when he brings the reall 
good aFually upon us, or removes the 
ill; having if not in ſpeciall, yet at leaft 
in generall promiſed us that good in 
Scripture, and now doth but aCtually 
make preſent by his power what the 
Scripture makes effeftually preſent to the 
beleever : and likewiſe makes this aftual 
good comfortable when it comes, by 
ſhewing us Gods providence , and his 
love therein, 


2 Angels 


Objedt.IL 


Anſw, 


Anſw. 


Anſw. 


Uſe. 
Inſirud, 
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2 Angels and Men are ſaid to comfort, 
By and according to the Scripture, 
which aſſures us, that be hath made hit An- 
gels miniſiring Spirits for the good of the Elett; 


and given them charge over us to keep w in 


ONT WAYes. 


The ſame may be ſaid of men who | 


comtort us, 
Uiing this word ; 


Doing what it contains to be 
done to us. 


It We were comforted by your faith, 
ſaith the Apoſtle. 

1 That faich was the work of Gods 
Word in them. 

2 This word told the Apoſtle what a 
good thing it was to ſee them beleeve to 
whom he had preached : how acceptable 
awork to God, acrown © him, which 
might over-ballance the aftli&ions atten- 
ding his Miniſteric. 


1 Here we ſee what is the condition 
viatoris (of one on his journey travelling 
to heaven, to ſtand in need of comfort. 

2 The admirable goodnefſe of God, 


who 


- ——— 
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who hath afforded us his Word , the 
Word of comfort. 

3 The reaſon why any dye in deſpair 
is not becauſe there is no comfort for 
them, but becauſe either it isnot applyed 
unto them, or regarded by them : tor it 
is profitable tor comtort. 

4 See the miſcrable condition of thoſe 
who want Gods Word. 

5 The unjuſt pretenſe of ſome, who 
fay, they would betake themiclves to a 
godly courſe of lite, but that they ſee no 
comfort in it, Sure they place comtortin 
the pleaſures of ſin : Otherwiſe the Rule 
ofa godly nians lite, is the Word profitable 
for comfort. 


1 Thoſe that flye to the beſt Philoſo- 
phers tor Comfort, leaving Gods Word. 
It is true they have ſome excellent ſay- 
ings, materials ot comfort. The chiet 
Tullie names, Conſcientia rette fatii, The 
Conſcience of a good deed ; Conſcientia 
offciorum meorum, The Conſcience of my 
duties : Conſcientia redtes voluntatis >, The 
Conſcience of a good purpoſe or inten» 
tion, Eft maxima conſolatio rerum incommeda=- 
rm , Is the moſt ſoveraign comfort I tind 
ja my troubles, 
S.Paul 


Repre- 
benſun. 


2 Cor, 1. 
IZ, 


Eph.4. 18. 
Heb.9, 14. 


Plal,5 4. 
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S. Paul ſpeaks to the ſame effe@t, This 
js our rejoicing, even the teſtimony of 
our conſcience, that in ſimplicity and 
odly fincerity,not with fleſhly wiſdom, 
bo by the grace of God, we have had 
our cercer{ation in the world. Gods Word 
gives conmtort enough to ſuch an oneas 
by the Apoſtle is here deſcribed, But 
alas the Philoſophers con(cience had not 
the Syntereſtis informed out of Gods 
Word, #9x«no;4vu 1y l:v:is having their 
dianoetic or diſcourling, (reaſoning) fa- 
culty darkened. They had not the blud 
of Chriſt tocleanſe their conſciences from dead 
IWorks to ſerve the lroing God. 

2 Thoſe that flieto Stoick deſtiny for 
comfort againſt {tn or pain; Fatalis quedam 
calamitas incidit (ſay they ) my mitlery is 
faci]l. What is that but to lay their lms 
to God, or (as the Phraſe is in Job) to 
impute follie to God? The (in by this means 
remaining, unpardoned , yea infinitely 
augmented by making the H. God whois 
Dews non wvolens iniquitatem, God that hath 
no pleaſure in wickednefſe, to be the 
author of it. How ſhall not the pain re- 
col] with far more ſtrength to their utter 
confuſion? 

3 Thoſe that run to Fpicariſme foi 


COmmre 
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comfort againſt grief. Si gravis,brevis,(fay 
they) fi /ongus, levis : If heavy , it will be 
fort; if long, light. But this is one of 
their ſpeculative comforts. When the 
grief comes and' proves heavie, but not 
ſhort, long and not light, what's then to 
bedone ? Gods Prophet denounced his 
judgments againſt them, and they ſaid, 
Let us eat and drinke , to morrow we ſhall 1a.22,14. 
de, A fin which the Lord faid he would 
never pardon. This is their father Epi- 
are ſaid to have done, 


— ui Strpias ebrins hauſtt aquas: 


who went down drunke todrinke o'* 
Stgian Lake. 

[pro one draught of that Lake 
would wakcn his drunkenneſte, and then 
it would be too late ro call tor a drop of 
that liquor to cool his tirgue, wherewith he 
had ſo oft enflamed and intoxicated his 
brain. Such are thoſe that drown their 
griefs and ſtings of conſcience in their 
cups, till they have brought an habitual 
ſtupiditie upon themiclves : which 
though it may be void of grict for the 
preſent, yet is as far from true comfort 
which Gods Word affords , as dark- 


nelle 


Confola- 
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neſſe from light, Hell from Heaven, 

4 Thoſe who ſeek to the Devil for com» 
fort by Witches and Magicall Arts. What 
comfort Saul tound in this the Scripture 
tels us. And if any tind wore, let them 
know that the Devill that Maurderer 
would do them no benefit, but upon bji- 
ting intereſt; And God who removes his 
hand for the preſent in diſpleaſure, doth 
it but to raiſe it the higher, to give them 
a greater blow, 


To thoſe who cleave to Gods Word, 


and build themſelves thereon, and have | 


it dwelling plencifully in them. It is a 
word profitable for Comfort. His Word 
who is the Father of Mercies, and God of 
all Comfort. His Word who is the Con- 
ſolation of Iſrael. His Word who is the 
Comforter. That Word which contains 
initall the good which the univerſal] 


God hath in ftore for the ſons of men. 


That Word which is accompanied with 
the Holy Spirit, who ſearcheth the depth 
of God , moſt wiſeand able to apply 
it, and ſeal it to the heart of man, for the 
diſpelling of all thoſe terrours and griefs; 
which otherwiſe when they ſhall indeed 


be let looſe upon a man, and by Satan, 
and 
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7en, | andeonſcience aggravated, wonld make 
2m» | himby untimely death to flie from them 
bat | tohell, as lefſe grievons, till felt, then 
ure | thoſe aftually lying upon him. That 
em | Word which is accompanyed with the 
immutable will and omnipotencie of 
* | Godtoacrompliſh the recompenſe of re- 
his | wardupon all thoſe to whom it ſpeaks 
th | aving comfort. 
em | [Grieffor (in lie heavy upon thee;this 
will ſay, Behold the Lamb of God which ta- | 
| kth awiy the ſin of the World. He that con- Joh. 1.25. 
feſſeth bis finne , and forſakes it, ſhall finde 
| mercie, 
3a | [freproach and diſparagement, by Sa» 
rd | tansMiniſters or Meſſengers, be caſt upon 
of | thee in thy calling; This is indeed 9930 
n» '* opti a dartor crofſe to fleſh and bloud, and 
he able to bring S. Pax/ upon his knees, But 
1s this Word will tell thee, That the Grace 
Il of Godis ſufficient for thee , yea that thou 
1 , nayeſt rejoice in that againſt which thou 
h _ If chou ſhouldſt Iye upon thy 
of ſickneile, this Word wil tell thee, 
y | Thy Saviours left hand was under thy 
e | head, and his right hand did embracz2 


any 
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ny 
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5 | thee, Ifdeath was now fſeiling upon thee, 
1 | and thegrave opening her 'mouth Hr thy 
| body,This would makethce fay of dearh, 


N 7 


Exborta- 
tion |. 


Eph,6. 19, 


1.13, ſalvation. He gives it and gifts with it for 


Ifa. 50.4. 
1/a,40.1. 


Ezck.34 4. 


Exborta- 
tion 11. 


Jer, 6. 14. 
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Oh death where is thy ſting ! Ob grave when | © 
is thy vittory ! This would fay unto thy | (1 
ſoul, Come you bleſſed of the Father, inherit | me 
the kingdome. oft 


: To thoſe that are betruſted with 
this Word, that they would comtor; 
others therewith. 

Ie is the Goſpell of Peace, the Goſpell of wr 


this end. God hath given me, &vc. He calls 
for this 5 Comfort yes comfort ye my people. 
Complains for want of it, The diſeded | ,, 
have ye not healed, nor ſtrengthened that which 
was ſicke , nor bound up that which wa 
broken. | 

2 To all, to flie to Gods Word for | 
Comtort in all our diſtreſſes. To delire | / 
comfort Ineed not exhort : And that it | 
is no where elſe, hath been proved. 

1 Lay away impietie. There is no pedce |, 
to the wicked, ſaith my God. P 

2 Look our grief come not from the | ,, 
love of our luſts. 

3 It for (in, look it be cordiall, and  , 
the wound ſearched to the bottome, be+ | , 
fore this precious medicine be applyed. 
They have hea'ed the hurt of the daughter of |, 


my people ſleightly, ſaying, Peace, peace, when  ,, 
Ec. To 


| [145] 
where | To keep a thankfull remembrance of Exhorte- 
thy thok whom God hath ſtirred up to be tice 111, 
Wherit | means of bringing us to the knowledge 
ofthis Word, &c. 


with | = WT” 
tort AXIOM IV. 

Hu legs mudtian TW ey rgroruws, 

- Ad diſciplinam que eſt in juſtitia. 


fe Hol oe is profitable for Inſtrudtion in 
neſſe, 


fon | Or the Explication of this part of Explicd- 
Gro Scripture, we muſt firſt ſhew what tion, 
oo | aft of Scripture is contained in thele 


words: And then explain that. 

That the word implies a prafticall att 
looking at good and ill, Suidas affirms, 
the ſaying, Tladviar ph 7D) voto 8 Tn os 

Nis Fw , X, T1 yhwny Lewes: I take 
right waia or inſtrufion to be, not 


ce 


n a trim ryming or gingling of words 
oj and tongue or language; but <Anvcis NCag 


\2$ * <a x} 18x&'v, x, iQA@v 7, 4) &13,pa7, 
of ue ſenſes, or opinions, or doQrines, 
concerning 200d and bad, honeſt and fil- 
thy, K - 1 Ilaiit 


I1.7.16. 


Prov. 4.4. 
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i lahie properly notes that ali 
wherein men are converſant about chil- 
dren, informing their mind and manners, 
{or the proſecuting of good and avoiding 
of ill. Wherein the firſt diſtin aft feems 
to be Exhbortation and Dehortation * in that 
atter ſome contuſedatt of knowledge of 
the thing,the will is to be excited to pro« 
ſecute, or refuſe it, and that will com- 
mand both the mind to learn and the 
hand to praftiſe. 

Hence it ſeems to be brought in asthe 
hiſt aft of a child capable of inſtitution. 


- Before the child ſhall know to refuſe the ill and 


chooſe the goed : which is done by exhor- 
tation and dehortation. 

I'was my fathers ſon, tender, he taught me, 
and ſaid--. What was this teaching but 
a manifold exhortation which there fol- 
lowes, and chiefly to learn inſtruRion? 

Hence Socrates was wont to ſay, that he 


had done halfe his work, when he had | 
vbtained that his ſcholars were willing | 
to learn. Which he got by Exhortation | 
and Dechortation. | 
So that this a& is amean to bring on 
that of inftruftion in the diſtin&nelle 
thercot. 
F 2 After inttirution,! and — 
al 
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anddehortation, the word ſignifies cha- 
fikment, asnecedtull in ſpeciall for that 
age. My ſon deſpiſe not mwidiiag vein the 
chaſtnings of the Lord : For whom the Lord Net.nz, 5. 
lneth mud be chaſtiſeth, 

From this prime 1ignification of the 
word in referenceto children, it is raiſed 
up Synecdochically, in all theſe figniti- 
cations, to note at large, Inſtitution, Ex- 
bortation, Dehortation, or Caſtipation of all 
ſorts, indifferently, old or young. And 
thus in this place, where the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of an a& of Gods Word belong- 
ingtoall. But in which of theſe ſenſes, 
remains to be inquired ; and that will 
appear to be Exhortation and Dehor- 
tation, 

That the word is ſo uſed may appear Taſ's 
in Rev.3.19. In the 15,16, and 17. verſes 
our Saviour ſeverally reprehends the La- 
odiveanr, not without threatning added 
thereto : in the 18. verſe he exherts, 
ulng a Motive from the End ; then re- 
collefting what he had ſaid in the 1 9.ver. 
he faith, Ego quoſcunque amo, *niſyw x) me 
tov, whomſoever I le, I rebuke or 
reprehend, and chaſten ; or rather, cx- 
hort; Reprehend,as v.15,16,17. Exhorrt, 


asv, 18, 
K 3 The 
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Tit, 2, 12, The grace of God hath appeared mud dx ug, 


that is, deborting us trom ungodlineſle and 
worldly Juſts, and exborting to live ſober. 
ly, righteoully, and godlily ( or religi- 
ouſly) in this preſent world, 

For this place the Context requires 
this ſenſe. 

That the Apoſtle here intended to (et 
down all the a&s of Gods Word, where 
by it iseffeftuall, appears from the end, 
in the next verſe, That the man of God ma 
be perfedt , oe) mer 4p290 dja ms egnm(wO 
throughly furniſhed (made abſolute) to 
every good work. 

Inftruftion we had in the word ddzr- 
xz>iz, Correftion ( (© far forth asan at 
of Gods Word) in the word *mwiphdenx : 
ſo that there remains only that ſenſe of 
this word which contains Exhortation 
to good, and Dechortation from 1ll. 

This may further appear by the words 
here added, 74 ww 19992 uan, which ſeem to 
be added for diſtinftion, or ſpecifia- 
tion of the mdz here named , which 
our Tranſlation doth not fo fully ex- 
preſſe : But Beza thus renders it ad diſci> 
plinam que eft in juſtitia : and Tremelins out 
of the Syriac, ad eruditionem que eſt in ju- 

fiitia, ro the diſcipline, ro the good nur- 
curing 
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curing (or making unrude) which is in 
righteouſnes.In theSy: iac is the Pronoun 
1 which anſwers in that tongue to wi 
in the Hebrew. 

It ſeems to adde a double diſtinftion to 
the word Nad\es, x To difference the 
word from the two other ſenſes of In- 
ſtrution and Caſtigation : and therefore 
he ſaith not 7 <- veon, nor mu wo Iaidg, 
which is in knowledge, which is in affli- 
Aion; not that which is in knowledge by 
inſtrution,or in aftlifion by caſtigation: 
but 7 co Nagwrows,, which is in _ 
tation and Dehortation. 2 To difference 
miHls from that wicked Exhortation 
and Dehortation which Satan and his in- 
ſtruments uſe, not 7 <& «Nis that 
which is in wickedneſſe, which the holy 
Scriptures abhor, but Tk & Dxgnrowy, 

Rightcouſnelſe is the conformity of 
man unto Gods rule or commands , 
which being two-fold, 


Bidding, 
Forbidding, 
there are two parts of righteewſneſſe ; do- 


ing good, which anſwers to ihe aftirma- 
K 4 tive 


AINS107 us" 


Pſal. 34.14 
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tive command, and eſchewing ill, which 
anſwers to the negative- David conipre. 
hends both in one verſe, Eſchew evill a14 
doe good : and then addes in the next verſe 
by way of motive, The eyes of the Lordare 
upon the righteous ; intimating that that is 
righteouſneſſe to eſchew evill and doe 
good. Weare brought todo good by 
Exhortation, which tends to excite 1z 
unto. good; and therefore muta jt»). 
K4:00w4 contains Exhortation. We are 
brought to eſchew ill by Dehortation, 


| 


1 


— 
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and therefore that is alſo contained in | 


mid\ta which is & dizenous, 
So that as the word imvip3wmr implyed 
the aftsof Reprehenſion and Conſlolati- 


on, there being a two-fold reflification | 


needfull ; {o mide & 1 & Nxatoouwn implies | 


ewo ats of Gods word, the one for the 
proſecution of good, the other to deterre 
trom ill. 
We have then ewo Axioms in theſe 
words. 


I. The Scripture is profitable for Exhorta- 
t:91 to prod. 

WH. For Dehortation from il!. 

rot 
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For the former. 


[. The Scripture is profitable for Exhor« Branch 1 


tan. 


1 What is meant by Exhortation. Explica- 


2 How Gods wofd is profitable for it. or. 


1 For the former. We will conſt 
der it, 
I In it (elf. 
2 In ics difference from a Precept. 


1 In it ſelf, 
1 What reſpe& it lookes at in the 
' objeft. | 
2 What affeftion it tends to excite. 
3 How itdoth that. 


I Exhortation looks at man indifferent- 
ly conſidered, and not under any deter- 
mined qualification of preſent good or 
ill, as the former afts of #mx3=o; did. 


To the unconverted it faith , Turn ye, Excl, 


turn ye, why will ye die? To the converted, 
Exhort one another dayly. Only it looks at :! 
man in reference to ſome future good to 


done, 
2 The 


(152) 
2 The affetion which Exhortation 
aims at, is Hope , or efficax deſtderiym; 
whence is in man, the proſecution of 


good. Love looksat good abſtraftly in | 


the connaturality or conveniencie which 
it hath unto the man, and is indeed, asit 
were, the lifeand ſoul of all the affe&- 
ons, whereby they aft. Hate, the prime 
affe&ion wherein are founded all the ref 
that are converſant abour 111, is it ſelf not 
collateral, but ſubordinate to love, and 
founded therein. Therefore do 1 hatea 
thing, becauſe oppoſite to ſomewhat 
which I love. If the goodloved befuture, 
Love takes the wings of Deſire to move 
unto it : It poſſibleto be had, Lovefiirs 
up the ſoul to uſe the means , whereby 
it may be had; and to conquer the difh- 
cultics, and ſo animates this cardinall 
paſſion of Hope , whereby we proſecute 
_ whether officii or beneficii, of dutie,or 

efit, honeſt,or profitable. Both which 
God hath ſo united, that we cannot fol- 
low that which is honeſt, but trueprofic 
willattend it z we cannot follow aright 
that which is truly profitable, but ho- 
neſty is the way wherein, and the laſt end 
whereto that proſecution tends. Gods 
Rule being the way, his Honour thelalt 
end, 3 That 
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3 That you may fee how Exhortati- 
on excites this affeftion of hope, yemuft 
know, 

1 What the formalis ratio of the objeft 
of this affeion is , 

2 And then how exhortation brings 
an obje& thus cloathed. 

1 The formalzs ratio of the object of 
hope, is bonum, abſens , arduum, poſſibile, 
Bowen is lovely, bonum abjens delureable, 
bonum abſens poſſibile, (uperaddes the proper 
reſpe&t of Hopes objeft, and arduwm may 
ſeem to be, by accident, ot the objeft of 
Hope; in that , God hath ſo ordercd , 
that in this life zaAa2 are 22a4-z ; but the 
more difhculty , the leile Hope, and the 
leſſedifticulty, the more hope. Yet hence 
itis placed in the jraſcible, which riſch 
up againſt the arduum. 

2 An Exhortation in the compleat- 
neſſe of ic, brings in this whole for- 
malis ratio. 

In the Motives the Borum, theſe being 
taken from che honeſtun or utile, or both, 
of the thing exhorted to;and ſo muxh the 
ſtronger by how much the good isgrea- 
ter, and more neceſſarily ſubordinate to 
the chief good. To which may alſo be 
added the threatning of ill to them who 

proſecute 
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proſecute not the good, the eſcaping of 
it having alſo the reaſon or nature.of 
good. 


Abſens, By the Notes which Exhortation ad. 


deth, may be diſcerned whether it be ab- | 


ſent or no. And therefore theſe areto be 
taken chiefly from the proper effe&sor 
adjundts of it ; which if abſent, neceſſarily 
argue the abſence of that whereto they 


are inſeparably agreeing : As likewiſe | 
Nzotes may be taken from the incompati- | 
ble difſentanie, which if preſent, argue | 


the brwmto be abſent. 


Arduum, Theardumotic will be made appear 


by ſhewing the hinderers of us: 


nature trom it. 


The averſenefſe of our corrupt | 


< Satan and his inſtruments labou- 


L Intice us anotherway, 
'> ringto 


Deter us from it; 
and without diftcrence. 


The 


of 
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The poſſibile is manifeſted by the means Poſſbile. 


of obtaining it, which are ſuch 
Remove what might hinder us. 
as 
Bring on the good dire&ly. 


Theſe four make an exhortation com- 
pleat, for the exciting of hopeor ſtirring 
up the heart for the proſecution of 
Good. 

If ye exhort to any thing, the firſt 
ueſtion the heart makes , wil be this, 
} it good? Hereto the Motives anſwer. 

Secondly, it will ſay (as weare prone 
to flatter our ſelves) Itis with me alrea- 
dy. This the Notes will diſcover. 

Thirdly, it will ſay, Thereis no haſte, 
Ican have it with no adoe when I liſt. 
Hereto the expounding of the ardwem wil 
anſwer, 

Nothing more can the heart ſay, why 
it ſhould not follow ir, but that 

Fourthly, It is impoſlible, at leaſt ſe- 
cundum quid, Or in regard of us. To this 
the Means will an(wer, which ſtew how 
it may be gotten. 

And hence we may gather 'what divine 
Exhortation is, viz. Naidtz © Mr acaowy 


py whercin 
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wherein by preſenting the heart with 
ſome great good, the want of it, andthe 


poſlibilicie of obtaining it, hope is exci- | 


rcd, and the heart ſet on work, for the 
proſecution of that good. 

2 For theexplication of Exhortation 
in difference trom a Precept 3 How a Pre- 
cept and Exhorcation ditier. 

A preceptis ari autthoricative expreſſion 
of the Commanders ſerious will to have 
ſomewhat done or otnitted. 

Implics three things. 

s fu, right to command. 

2 Scriam volition, a willing in good 
earneſt. 

3 Menifeſiationem volitionis, an exprelt» 
on of that willing. 


Bidding 
Precept is 
-- Forbidding. 


Forbidding and Exhortation do much 
differ, the one having for its ob'et evil, 
the other goed. 

Bidding and Exhortation not ſo much. 
Yet theſe may be conſidered 
1 Abftraftly in their natures, or 
2 In the Scripture. 
_ 2 Conlidered 
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1 Conſidered at large in their natures 
they difer really. The former perem- 
porily injoining the duty by virtue of 
athority over the partie in order to 


that. 

Thelatter perſwading and exciting the 
heart, out of reſpe& to the go of 
the thing. 

He may command that doth not ex* 
hort, he may exhort that doth not, yea 
cannot command. 

2 In Scripture-uſe,precept and exhor- 
tation do not really differ. God might, 
by his authoricy over us, reſulting from 


| creation of us, and much more from Re- 


demption , have peremptorily comman- 
ded; but the gracious God would not 


| uſe hisauthbority in commanding, before he 
| madea Covenant with us, and therein 
| Ppropounded hiscommand by way of ſti- 
' pulation or exhortation to that he 


would have us doe, to move usto free 
and ingenuous obedience. God ſo com- 
mands, as he perſwades to the thing from 
the goodneſle of it to us : he ſo exhorts 
or per{wades , as not forgoing his au- 
thority to puniſh the negle& of his per- 
ns, His command, as tending to 

our good, and attended with his promite 
upou 


Anſw. 


"On. 


Tit.1.9. 
C2, v.15. 


Ads 13. 


15. 


6,87, 
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npon obedience, is an Exhortation ; a 
coming in his name and authority, and 
attended with a threatning upon diſobe. 
dience, retains the natare of a Cons 
mand, 


2 How Gods word is profitable to 
Exhortation- 

Asto the tormer afts in the ſame de- 
greeand manner. Soas no ſaving Ex- 
hortation can be withour it ; bur by it, 
by the work of Gods holy Spirit , the 
heart of man may be nkes and carryed 
on in the ſaving proſecution, andattain- 
ment of ſalvation, and all good things 
necellary thereto, 


A Biſhop muſt not be given to wine, nor filthy 
lucre;, but ſober, juſt, holy, temperate ; holding 
faſt the faithfull word, that he may be able, by 
found dofrine to exhott. Theſe things ſpeak 
and exhort (ſaith the Apoſtle) having tor- 
merly laid down the ſum ot the Goſpel) 
Hence is preaching calted The word of Ex- 
bortation, eminently. 


It the Scripture contain all tliings pr | 
fetily, and perſp:cuouſly, which are necellarie | 
to daty and falyation, then is itad#- | 


quatcly, 


e 
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quately arid neceſſarily profitable for Ex- 
bortation. But the Scripture contains, 
kc. Therefore &c. 

Here the proper adjundt, profitalleneſſe for 
Exbortation, is demonſtrated ot the proper 
{ubjet, the Scripture,by the proper cauſe; 
the ſufficiencie and perſpicuitieof the Scripture, 
toduty and ſalvation. 

The Minor hath been proved at large 
in the profitableneſſe of it for inſtruttion. 

The Major may appear in that, Exhor- 
tation, in all the parts of it, is founded in 
that which conduceth to datie attended 
with ſalvation. 

The thing exhorted to, or the keeping 
of the precept, is life, : mm Yn Wy 

The Motives urge it in that name. 

If ab honeſto, that is to Gods honour, and 
theſe that bonour him he will honour. 

If ab util:,that is eruly proticable which 
is in order to ſalvation. J/hat ſhall itpro- 
fit aman to win the whole world, and loſe his 
own ſoul ? 

The triall whether we havethe good 
orno, looks at duty attended with als 
vation. Examine your ſelves, prove your ſe/ves, 
know ye not your ſelves, that Chriſt Jeſus is in 

you except ye be reprobates? 

The dithculty ofthe _y exhorted to, 

is 


Prov 4.4. 


1 Sam. 2, 
30 


1 Cor, 
13.5, 
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is conſidered in order to life.  Exter in a 
the ſtraight gate , narrow is the way th 
life. 

4 So likewile the Means in order to fal. 
vation. If by any means I n ight attain tathe 
Reſurrection of the dead. 

That therefore which contains all 
things whereto man need be exhorted, 
all Motiv«s whereby, all Notes of Triall, 
expreſſions of difhcu]tie, Means of pre- 
valling ; mult needs be profitable for Ex- 
hortatiun. 

Such js the Scripture, as containing all 
things tully and plainly neceſfary for fal- 
vation, which all divine exhortation 
more nighly or remotely looks at. There- 
fore, Oe. 

Uſe 1 Here ſtems to be implyed, that 
Inſtrut. there is a miG ca 3y 1 i NMnaiorwn, Exhor- 
tation not that in righteouſneſſe. And] 

would ty God it were nct (o frequent, 

| eſpecially hcre ( in the Univerkitie.) 
112.56 19, The Prophet Þaiah affords us an excellent 
$1.12, exampleot ſuch m/eis in the Clergy of 
his dayes. The Watchmen are blind, yet they 

are greedy ;, they all look to their own way, every 

one for his pain from his quarter. Come ye (lay 

they) 1 will fetch wine, and we Jill fill our 


ſelves 
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ſever with ſtrong drink, and to morrow ſhall 
bear this day, and much more aboundant. 
AndI wonld co God men deftinated in 
ſpeciall for that 92s which isin righ- 
trouſneſſe, could not exemplifie the con- 
trary,not aply in the ſcandalous praftiſe, 
butalſo in perſwaſtons to luxuric and 
impictie/ But this, Ged and his holy 
Word do abaminate. The Scripturein- 
deedis profitable ork midriay , but 7h & 
O17 ww), 

2 Here we may fee, That while we 
here live, we have need of exhortation, 
ſoaverſe or backwardare we from good: 
Which certainly, had not our good and 
provident God ſeen, he had never pitt in- 
to his Word, the Rule of onr lite, this 
a& ofExhortation. 

3 That we are not carryed to good by 
neceſſitie, or an Enthubtaſm not to be 
withſtood, for then no place would re- 
main for Exhortations , which operate 
on our heart by Motives and perſyalions; 
25 hath already appeared from the nature 


| ofthem. 


4 Seethe goodnefſe of God, who not 
contentto fend his ſon to puchale or 0b- 
tain our Redemprtion,to inſtru us con» 
cerning it now obtained, to contute er- 

l. 2 rus 


_ T TOE —_—  _— @ -- 
: & 
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rours oppolite thereto, to reprehend 
ſtraglers from Gods wayes, to comfort 


the dejefted ; is pleaſed alſo to ſuperadde | 


Exbortation which might ſtrive with ye, 
and draw us with the bands ofa man,and 
the cords of love, moſt ſweetly,tothepro- 
ſecution of good. 

5 Happy istheir condition who enjoy 
the Word of God profitable for Exhoi- 
tation. If they were happy who heard 
Solomon diſcourſe of naturall and politic 
wiſdonic; how mach happier are they 
who hear God exhorting to ſupernatu- 
ral andbeatifying or bliſſetull good? 

6 The condition ofthoſe is miſerable 
who are deſticute of Gods word. Who 
ſhall exhort them to good ? 

7 They are inexcuſable who having 
Gods Word , follow not that which is 
good. Where will they ( poor men!) 
lay the fault ? Upon the want of Exhor- 
tation to good ? They cannot, for Gods 
word is profitable tor Exhortation. 


Reprehenſion of them that neglet 
S (Totakeit our of Gods word. 
| I will aggravate this but 
with this one conlideration. 
If they were ſuch as wereim- 
perſwaſible 


in 


Exbortat 


cum. 
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A 
| mage =p wouldnotat all 
exhorted ( though the caſe 
were deſperate )it was a leſle (in: 


\d| #. buttobecalily perſwaded by Sa- ] 

9 tan, and not to yeeld to God, q 
makes it exceeding finfull. By 

J Satan exhorting to uncleannels, 

= | andnot by God to holinefle. By 

PN Satan to that which is hurtfull 

c> | to Others, not by God to that 

o which is good for them. By Sa- 


- tan to that is damnable, not by 

" God to that is ſalvation. 

ho Togive it. Take the like aggra- 
vation here. Have Gods word, 

ng | and detain that in unrighteou(- 

P neſſe, yet bring out rotten prin- 

') TL ciples, 

Ir- 

ds 


It isa comfort to us againſt the evill Conſola- 
ofour averſeneſſe from good,that we have tion. 
Gods word profitable for exhortation. 

4 | 24 That (ince the word of God is pro- Exhorta- 
fitable for exhortation, we would attend tio. 
tothe exhortations of it. 


L I Motives 


Plal. 50 1, 
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Bringing it out , The Son 
out of the boſome of the 


© Þ- & Father. 

2|E]0 

S | Ss j Aſſiſting, The Holy Ghof:, 
Z 1 E | Holy. 

— Ia "ED ; 

kj Proktable. 

5 

= { Attention to it. 


The Father conceived it. The Son | 


brought ic forth. The H. Ghoſt aflifts 
and aQtuares it. | 

127 nn BY n.a wan The mighty 
God, eventh+ LO RD hith ſpoken. 

I, The good: of Exhortation appears 
in that, 

1 Theevery way perfeftion of God, 
together with his glory; render han to 
us worthy to be attended to, in his 'Ex+ 
hortations : He being of infinite wiſdom, 
juſtice, goodnefſe, power, &c. ' So thatic 
may well beſeem, and be no prejudice ito 
us to hear him. 

2 His Ati ons and relations thencere 
{ulcing have deſerved our attention. The 


"_ ations | 


— _ 


© Oz 


n 


he 
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ions of Creation, Providence ; Firſt 
Covenanting with us : of Redemption, 
G&ond Covenant, in which there is the 
Grace, 
preparation of: 
Glory. 


Creation gave him dominion over us, The IF «- 
Providence continues it ; The firſt Cove- ther, 
nanting With us augmented it, Redcmpti- 
on infinitely enlarged it; The ſecond 
covenanting perfeCts it ; The reſt of his 
ations have made him an abſolute Lud: 
Federation or Covenanting with us, 
makes him a King and Father. He might, 
28an abſolute Lord, peremptorily com- 
mand, withcut propoſing any promiſe, 
and puniſh wich anal rorments the 
leaſtneglef of his command ; yct he cx- 
horts as a King and Father. And to an 
Exhorter ſo excellent, ſo deſerving of 
us, ſhall we not attend ? 

Divine exhortations are from the Son Te 597 
of God, that logos eſſentialis who is Pro- 


' Phet and King of his Church , who 


brought theſe exhortations out of the 
boſome of his Father, and in the dayes of 
his fleſh, urged them with all vchemency 
and lovingnefle of expreſſion , ſpending 

4 whole 
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whole nights in prayer for ſucceſſe: with 
tears bewailing the want .thereof.. 0 Je. 
ruſalem, Feruſalem , how oft ? O that thay 
hadſt known this thy day ' When we lay 
under the curſe and never ſued to him, 
he undertook our Redemption : when 
he had revealed ſo much by his Spirit be- 
forchis Incarnation, and wrought inus 
2 ſenſe of our want, we did but intreat,0 
that thou weuldſt rend the heavens Ercome down 
t) us! He came at our requeſ},emprtied him- 
ſelt of glory, and took the ſhame dueto 
us upon him, indured ſuch contraditlion of 
ſinners, poured out his hearts bloud and 
ſoul in a moſt curſed and cruell death, 
under the weight of all our (ms for an 
atonement ; and now at the right hand 
of his Father, intreats for us, andliftens 
toall our intreatics; yea pertumes them 
with his own precious merit to make 
them acceptable : and ſhall we not attend 
to him in hisexhortationsto us? 

The holy Spirit afliſts and aQts divine 
exhortation- 

1 Heinligehtens the underſtanding b 
theWord ofGod.and perſwades the truth 
thereto;he heals the Wil by an aFtion im- 
mediate unto,and into it,that it may will 
good ſupernaturall : and by this ilJumi- 

| nation 


FSEvnTE 


 SSSEXST 


HAS, © 


—_— 4 Rh 
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nation of the Minge ,- and infufion of 
frengeh into the will, doth he in ſome 
fort alſo corre& the affeftions , whoſe 
objets the underſtanding inlightened by 
the Spirit ſhews; whoſe aQtions the will 
healed by the Spirit commands. By grace 
he prevents or comes before the aft, by 
inabling to it, he excites by inviting, 
and by, asit were, ſtriving patiently, he 
operates in a man that puts not a barre 
inſt him. 

2 By Grace ſubſequent to, or follow- 
ing the former, he helps thewill in the 
a, concurs effetually with it, and co- 
operates to conſummate the a& brought 
forth by him. And ſhall wenot atrend to 
theexhortations of Gods word ſo power- 
fully, ſo patiently, ſo loviegly applyed 
by the Holy Ghoſt ? 

For the obje&t rei or thing whereto 


they exhort, They are perfeR, ſure,right, Plal, 19. 


pure, clean, enduring tor ever, true, and 
righteous altogether. 

For the benefic of them , They are con- 
rerting the ſoul, making wiſe the ſimple, 
rejicing the heart, enlightning the eyes; 
more to be deſired are they then pold, 
yea then much fine gold,{weeter alſo then ho- 
te and the honycomb. By them is Gods ſer- 

vant 


x Tim. 4.3 
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vant warned, and in keeping of them 
there is great reward. 


In a word, Godlineſſe is the thing they | 


contain,wherein ſtands the glory of man, 
and his conformitie with God. And God 
lineſſe is profitable for all things, hath the pro- 
miſes of this life, and that life to come. 

And ſhall we not liſten eo ſuch exhor- 
tations as contain the things we ſhould 
ſue for, though we were not exhorted to 
things that contain our perfeftion and 
beatitude both vie and patrie, here and 
hereafter? 

2 By liſtening to them we honour 
God who ſends them, our Saviour who 
brought them, and his Holy Spirit our 
Comforter and Sanftifier , who ftrives 
with us, and works our good by them. 
Hereby we receive the benefit of his pre- 
venting grace, the help and co-operation 
of his ſubſequent grace. Hereby we are 
made perfe&t, firm, right, pure, clean, 
enduring for ever, true, and righteous, 


transformed into their nature, and there» | 


by made partakers of the divine nature. Here- 
by we obtain converſion, wiſdom, joy, 


illumination, the treaſures of heaven, the | 
great reward, the promiſes of this life, | 


and that to come. 
It 
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If we negle& theſe we dilhonour God, 

{ deſpiſe Chriſt, reliſt the Holy Ghoſt, 

ey | fruſtrating his preventing grace , never 

n, obraining his co-operating grace. 

& Ifweneglett theſc,we liſten toSatansex= 

0» hortationsand are transformed into their 

nature and his image, becomming corrupt, 

r- | &reltfiull, crooked, Impure, unclean, falle 

Id andunrighteous. 

o  Allrhe benefit hereof will be perver- 

d fonofour ſouls, ſottiſhneſfe, horror of 

d Conſcience, darkneſſe, rhe loſſe of the 

great Reward, and curſcs of this life, and 

r | thatto come. 

0 | Yea by how much the Exhortations 

r | oftheScripture come with greater autho- 

$ | rity, love, and power, perfe&ion, and 

» | profit, by ſo much the more heavy and 

» | tearfull ſhall be the condemnation of 

| | thoſewho will not liſten unto them» Bes p,,, + 

[I aſe I buve called , and ye refuſed , I have 

; | ſtretched out my hand, and no man regarded, I 
' Pill laugh at your calamitie, &c. 
| Menyother Motives might be added, 
; liſted to goe out of my text for them. 
| Notes. 
| TI. From theeffe&, Itany one ſhall ſay, 
' Thathedothattend to divine exhortat i- 
| on, I willgive him this note ot Triall, 

1 Which 


-2Z, 


Mar,7. 24, 


v.26, 


Zech, 7.5. 
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Which is, x To praftiſe that whereto 
the Scripture exhorts. 

2 All that. And 

3 Becauſethe Scripture,or God there» 
in, cxhorts thereto. 

1 For the fhrſt branch , our Saviour 
tellsus. Whoſoever heareth theſe [aymgs « 
mine, and doth them, I will liken him to a + 
man that built his houſe upon the rock: But eve- 
ry one that heareth theſe ſayings of mine, and 
doth them not, ſhall be likened to a fooliſh man 
that built his houſe upox the ſand. 

For the ſecond, S. James tels us, That 

ifa man ſhould keep the whole law, and yet of- 
fend in one point, beis guilty of all. For he that 
faith, Donot commit adultery, ſaith alſo,Do not 
kill. 
. 3 Forthethird, It is hence thatthe 
Scripture ſaith ſo often, The things that I 
command you. Whatſoever ye doe , doe to the 
glory of God. Did ye at all faſt ts me, even 
to me! 

Firſt, if he attend not that doth not 
praftiſe according, in vain do they pre- 
tend attention to the exhortations of 
Scripture, who think it ſnfficient to hear 
Gods word read or preached, though 
they make no conſcience to praiſe what 
they hear. Such our Saviouy likens to 
a 
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afool, and a fool is ſaid to deſpiſe wiſdome Prov. 1.7: 


| andinſtruiion. 

The ſecond, Of obeying all, diſcovers 
thoſe to beno attenders, who reſerve to 
themſelves ſome fin pleaſing to corrupt 
nature, and think becauſe they liſten to 

| theScripture-exhortations in many other 
| things, all is well, God muſt be mercifull 
| to them in that : but ſuch a Saint was 
| Herod, who is faid to have liſtencd to 
| Jobn in many things. 
| Thirdly, to obey eo nomine, becauſe,efc. 
ſhews them not to attend indeed, who in 
| that they do for the materiallof the aMon 
according to divine exhortation, aim at 
their own ends, and make not God the 
—_ and end of their doing what he cx- 
rts to. 

H, From the difſentany. To liſten to 
Saran and his Inſtruments. No man can 
ſerve two Maſters (ſaith our Saviour) fo 
can no man attend to Gods word, and 
theirs who perſwade the contrary. 
Whence Sulonon makes it one end of di- 
vine Exhortation, to keep ustrom liſten- 
ing to the Exhortation ot Sarans inſtru- 
ments, That they may keep thee from the 
ſtrange woman;, Whale perſwalions ye have 
there at large. 


This 


Drove?.y. ! 


Pial.9e, 


Ezek,24, 


if. 


PAL 39.5. 
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This ſhbews thoſe to beno liſteners to 
divine exhortation , who are led away 
with ill company to finfull praftiſes. 
By theſe two Notes (to adde no more ) 
I fear many will have jult cauſeto think, 


that though they hear, yet they do not | 


indeed attend to Scripture-exhortations, 

If any one (hall ſ2y, that he can attend 
when he will, and his time is before him: 
Let me tell him, That God opened the 
heart of Lydia, 2nd man hath not Gods 
power in his hand when pleaſeth him. 
Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your 
hefrtr, Gaich David. The heart grows 
hard, the habits ot ſin ſtrong, the intereſt 
that the Devill andill company have got 
ina man, potent; and che ; So may 
every moment come torth, which ye have 
in Ezekie!. Becauſe I would have purged 


thee, and thou waſt not purged, tou ſhalt not 
be purged from thy filthineſſe any more. And 
what more vain 2nd uncertain then mans 
life? 2y2 00K 59 han 509 Verily 
every man at his beſt eſtate is altogether 
vanity, or, All Adam is all Abd 
fetled. 


Means 


7 «= 


ES 
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's 
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Means. 


: Remove ſel-conceit, There is more Oblique. 
hope of a fool then of one that is wiſe in 


| hisown eyes. 


2 Mortifie our deſires ofthe pleaſures, 


; profits, and honoursof this world. Here 
| liesthe ftrength of Satans Motives. Itthis 
' behighly prized by us, we (hall never re- 
' iſt his perſwafions, and —— 
' never attend untothe Scripture,or choa 


(we ſhall ) what we receive. 
The cares of this world choaked the ſeed. Mar.1z. 4 

But if we be crucified to the world and the warld Gal.s.14. 

»w, (asthe Apoſtle ſpeaks) then are we 

he to attend to the Scripeure-cxhorta- 

tions. + 

3 Avoid ill company, and the occaſi- 
ons of fin. This Solomon appoints as a 
Mean, Take faſt hold of InſtruQion, ſhe is thy Prov. 4. 
i Means hereto, Enter not inte the path 45+ 

the wicked, and goe not in the way of evill 
men 3 avoid is, paſſe mot by it, turn from it, and 
}aſſe away. 

1 Seriousdefire of ſalvation. Where- Dire8. 
to make the Motives to divine Exhor- 
ation. 

2 Serious delire to honour God, 
which 


F-xborta- 
tion 11. 


Branch 11 
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which is the thing exhorted to, or the 
martter of divine <xhortation, 

3 Reſvulution to praiſe what he ex- 
horts to, and bring forth the fruits there» 
of, which is the good ground. 


4 Prayer to Godtor his holy Spirit to | 


lay home his Exhortations effeCtually 
to Us. 

5 Cheriſhing themotions of his holy 
Spirit, which by divine exhortations he 
ſtirsup in our hearts. 

2 To thoſe to whom God hath in 
ſpeciall commirted his word, that they 
would, ſceing it is profitable tor Exhor- 
tation, uſe it in chiskinde , and be fre« 
quent in exhortation by it. 


Ilgys meiheigs Thu oy Sngaoouty, 
Holy Scripture is profitable for Dehortation. 


What is the nature of Dehortation 
conlidered 


Cit ſelf, where confider 


CReſpett is in the 
obje& Perſon, 


s| 
kE 
|| 
of 

A 
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C 
Aﬀetion it tirres 
.L, ups and how. 


| Its difference from a Pre- ? 
{ cept. ”"_ 


| How the Scripture is profitable 
| | ori. 


1 The Natureof Dehortation. 


1 Dehortation (as Exhortation) looks 
not at. its abje& asdetermined by any pre- 
ſent qualification of good or ill, (as Re- 
prehenſzon and Con olation did) but in- 
dffrently. 

Tothe regenerate it ſaith , Take beed Hcbs 3.18. 
lrethren, leſt there be in any of you, an evil/l 
1 of unbelief, in departing from the living 


To the unregenerate, Sirs, why do ye 4-Qs.14. 
beſe things ? We are alſo men and preacl» unto = 
jythat you turn from theſe vanities. 

Only it looks at the objeR in relation 
tothe future, (as Exhortation doth ) bur 
rith this difference; That exhortacion 
epcfts the Obje& as capable of ſome fu- 
we good, that it may excite thereto : De- 

M hortation 
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hortation as liable to ſome future ill, that 
it may deter from ir, 
- May wenot then dehort him,to whom 
evill is preſent? 

It the cvill beof pain, there is need ra- 
ther of Conſolation : If of ſin, of Repre- 
henſjon : Ifot both, in vain do we de- 
hort him from what cannot be avoided: 


Yet may wedehorthim co whom evill | 


is preſent, not from the evill as it is pre- 


ſent, but as it may hereafter be preſent; | 


and thus far forth it is future. 

2 The affeftion which Dehortation 
intends to ftirnp, is fear, oppoſed atfir- 
matively unto hope. For ſeeing Dehorta- 
tion is from evill that we may flye it, and 
fear is the flight from ill, or x affetion 
whereby weeſchew evill ; neceſfary it is, 
that Dehortation ſtir up thea of fear. 

3 How doth Dehortation ſtir up this 
ate&ion. 

For this we muſt underſtand what is 
the obje& of Fear, and how Dehortation 
preſents to the affeftion its objeft clothed 
with that formelis ratio. 

The obje& of Fear , is malum magmon, 
imminent, vitabile : A great ill, imminent, 
pallibly to be avoided. a 


C177] 
Ifthe evill be not great in it ſelf, we J*r.49. 25 
'Y a_ ir. 
| Imminent,imports abſenr,propinquum,ar- 
_—_— ablene: yet near, and dith- 
& 


_ | Vit bepreſent, wegrieve. Job 14.22; 
If we apprehend ic under a conceit of 
| | Ciſtance, ir affeRts us littleor not at all. 
$1 They that put far away the eoill day, chant to Amos 6.34 
. | theViall, and drinke wine in bowls. 5, 0. 
; Ific be near, and not difficult, ic makes 
| Wnot yery folicitous. The Rulers of 
, | the people in Feruſalem faid , When the Iſa.28, 25, 
; anflwiy ſcourge ſhall paſſe through, it ſhall 
| not come wnto us, for we bave made lies our re- 
fuge, and under __ have we hid our ſelves. 
Hence in the former verſe he calls them 
fornful men. T hey ſcorned the threatnings 
of the Prophet , becauſe they thought 
whey could ſhift well enough, and eahly 
avoid the ill when it came, though they 
lived in the firi that cauſed it. 
ff Dehortation for the moſt pare be Objed, 
from fin, and fin cannot properly be fea- 
red, ſeeing it lies under our will and 
power, and ſo is nor difficult, hence it 
leemsto follow, that either Dehortatlon 
f (tall noe (tic ap fear, or arduwn, hard , 
| difficule,ſhalbe ſhut out from the _ of 
M 2 cars 


| 
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Fear. That Dchortation is moſt from fin, 
appears throughoutthe whole Scripture, 
T hat (in cannot properly be feared in the 
decilion of Aquins iT herefore either hut 
out difficult, or ſcek a new affeion, 

That Dehortation. is oft from (in,yea ale 
ways either trom {in,or the cauſes,or con» 
ſequents of it, or ſomewhat that hath refe- 
rence to it,cannot be denyed, Gods'woid 
is plain. 

That {in cannot properly be feared is 
the Schoolmans ſaying, and therefore we 
will examine ic. 

In thebody of the Article ye have this 
deciſion, with the reaſ@n of it, and apro- 
lepſis or anticipation of ſomewhat that 
might ſeem to croſle the former. 

The deciſion , Sin cannot be feared. 

Peccatum ſubjacet to/untati,E poteſiati noſire, 
Sin's in our wil & power. Therefore, &c. 
That al ſin is voluntary,is S.duſtins ſaying. 
Un ilerſtand it of atuall fin,avd I think it 
may £0 tor current. For that which God 
affords,or is ready to afford no power to 


avoid,] think he wil not condemn a man. 


But to anſwer to his reaſon, 

Sin is in our power, or rather impo- 
ecncic, 2nd will, co commit it, ( as wo* 
fall expericnce teacheth) bur ſ.vingly v 
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avoid it, is not in our power or will, fur- 
ther then we have power from Gods free 
Grace, and our will be afted thereby : 
andit we oppoſe contumacie to his pre- 
renting grace, we ſhall never obtain his 

ating & ſubſequent grace, which 
he affords not but tothoſe who yceld up 
themſelves to the former, cauling them 
alone ſavingly to avoid lin, who pray, 
and watch, and mortifie their luſts, and 
avoid occaſions of ſinnings. So that from 
this one thing, ThatGod prves both to wil and 
tos, the Apoſtle argaes, That we ſb'u'd 

out our ſalvation with fear and t1e 1ling, Phil.z, 13, 
eSchoolmans Prolepfis ſtands thus, ' Ny 

Volimas,&0. The wil may by an outward 
cauſe be inclined to fin : Tf that inclinant 
have great power to incline a man , in 
this regard there may befear of lin, in as 
much as it is from an outward cauſe : as 
forthe purpoſe, when a man's atraid tv 
ſay in wicked mens company , leſt by 


them he be drawn into (in. 


Whereto he anſwers in theſe words, 
Sed proprit loquendo, &c. But to ſpeak pro- 
perly, a man in this condition , fears 
ſeduftion more then the {in in its proper 
nature, or ratio. Where, by the way you 
may ſee, the Contemplator in his Cel! 
could fee( which few well take notice ot) 

M 3 that 


Rom 6.13, 
Joh.15.5. 
Eph 4. 22, 
eb.12.1, 
2 Per.z.20 
x Per.s.8, 
Prov 1.10, 
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that ill company hath great power to 
incline to fin. 

But for his anſwer, It may thus be re. 
torted againſt himſelf; If ſeduftion may 
be ſeeing it is feared only in regard 
of fin, as it tends to bring on ſing iemuſt 
needs follow , That fin it (elf may be 
feared, which makes ſeduftion to be 
feared. 

Ifany be of his mind, let him ſbew it 
in not ſinning, ſeeing (o cabily avoided. 

Let us hear what the Scripture (aithto 
this point. The weges of ſin is death. With- 
out me ye can donothing. The heart is deceitful, 
Jer.17. Luft is deveitfull. Sin eaftly baſets 
vs. The world (which we muſt needs be 
converſant in ) tend; to pollute us. Sqten goes 
about to devour ws,(viz.by making us to (11) 
Ill company 'to intice us. Whence and 
from many the like places we may reaſon 
thus a prisri. 


That which ynavoided is deadly, can» 


not be favingly avoided but by Gody | 
race, hath a Taſtfull-and deceitfull heart | 


om within to incline tot, the World, 
Satan and his Inſtruments from without; 
that is juſtly to be feared. 
Such is (m: Therefore, &c. 
Again, 
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Again, our Saviour commands, JYatch Mar.26 4! 
ad pray that ye enter not into nes, 

4 dhe beed, Brethren, laſt there be in any of Hcb.3.12 
f yuan evill heart to depart as the Ros God. 13. 
Keep back (prayes David) thy ſervant alſo Ph, 19. 
- fron preſunptuous ſins, let them nt have domi- 

wor over me. 

, Image a Covenant with mine eyes 6c. Job. 31 T. 
I keep under my bedy and bring it into ſab+ 1 Cor.9. 
jim, T might adde yet many examples, 7 
* | The whore alone, ſhe hath caſt down may 
runded, yea, many ſirong men hate been ſlain 

ber 


nv vw 


"David, Soloman,P eter, were overthrown 
. Whence we may reaſon thus, psſtertyr;. 
That which God commands us to 
watch and pray againſt, bids usxake heed 
of, ahd exhort one another dayly that we 
benot hardened by it ; That which che 
ſtrongeſt of Gods ſervants pray they.may 
avold; keep under, their body , .make a 
covenant for avoiding occaſions of; That 
' Which overthrows ſo many thouſands, 
and hath conquered Gods worthies ; that 
ſures juſtſy to be feared. 
Sach is (in: Therefore, &c. 
[ have ſtood the longer in clearing this 
doubt about thearduum, in the object ot 
M + Dchor- 
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Dehortation, which is principally ſin, 
becaiile, If it were not to be feared, we 


need not be dehorted from it, and fo this | 


aft of Gods word ſhould be in vain, 

Thelaft thi 
poſſibile vitetu. When there is no hope of 
avoiding the il], there it's apprehended ag 
preſent, and ſo cauſeth griet rather then 
fear. 9 me (6a inds (faith Ariſtotle) 
There muſt be ſomething of Hope under 
Fear. Hegives a reaſon, #:*&- 33 Cad- 
wee mui” 4 ol & els Bardem oe} F drvnr 
m# , For fear makes men take counſel! 


or adviſe, and no man takes counſel! : 
concerning things hopeleſſe or impoſ- | 


ſible. 

The Dehortation propoynds the objeft 
nnder this formalitie. It expounds the 
evill in Motives, which evill becauſe itis 
beſt judged by the oppoſite good,is either 
diſhoneſt or unſeemly , or unprofitable 
andunpleafatit. And according to the de- 
grees of good, (o are thoſe of evill, in de- 


ordination from good, and ſubordination to | 


the higheſt evill that can be given. 
-* Hence the fundamentals of Dehortati» 
on are to be fetched. ' 


either 


in theobſeft of Fear, is | 


The Arduxm or imminens is declared, | 
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Our inward corruption. 
from 


Incliners. 
Outward 3 
Deficients. 


The Vitabile is explained in the Means, 

by way 

Removing what would 
bring it on. 

of | 

Bringing in what wonld 
keep it out. 


TI. How Debortation differs from a 
'N 

It differs much from an affirmative or 
Boring one: That having for its obje& 
Gud, this M; from a negative, or For- 
bidding, little. However they agree in the 
objeft, only a Precept in the authority 
ofthe commander forbids Il : Dehorta- 
tion diſſwades from it, from the nature of 
the thing. 


[2 They are uſed promiſcuouſlly in Scrip» 


tures, where forbids nothing which 
either hath not the ratio of fin in its own 
nature, and therefore is forbidden ; or 

m the precept backed with the threat- 


| ning, by which it is made il! to us 


though 


"Or. 


Cal, 5,21, 


SUR. 6 

though in its own nature indifferent. 
I11. How tis the Scripture profitable 
for Dehortation ? In the ſame rhanner and 
degree, as in the other afts thereof,{o that 
without it no ſaving Dehortation canbe 
made, but thereby through the grace of 


the H. Ghoſt, our heart may be ſavingly 
reſtrainedfrom evill. 


By an indu&ion of thoſe dehortationg 
which are every where in Scripture. 
To inſtance in one. 
Dehortation from drunkenneſſe, Eph. 
5.18. Benet drunk, &c. 
Motives. 

* 1 Ain ofa high natare, ſo that hei; 
a ſon of Belial that commirs it; and Be- 
lielin the New Teſtament is pnt for the 
Devill, as in the Old alway in very ill 
ſenſe.Count not thine hand-maid a daughter of 
Betial, ſaid Hanne, when E1 accuſed her 
of drankenneffe. A ſin that cannot ftand 
with the ſtate ofgrace. Emvying, Minthers, 
drunkenzeſſe, revellings, and ſuch like ; of 
the which I tell you before, and I have 
told you in times paſt, that they which 
do ſuch things have no inheritance, or 
ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God. 
He that cannot inherit the kingdom ' 

Go 5 


2 Ic diſpoſcrh = 
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rene; God, cannot be the Son of God; For if Rom.8, 
table | $003, then Heirs. 


r and 


ce of | (N 


Wit 1.5 
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)thas | Cle ſelf. Prov.23.35. 
km by taking away 


at would prevent them. 
's Wiſdom. Whoſoever is Promac,x; 
deceived thereby is not wiſe. 
2 The Heart. J/hsredome, Hoſg. 11, 
and wine, and new wine take 
away thine beart. 
3 Diſcerning between good Lev. ro. 
and ill, 9,10, 
4 Conſideration of Guds 
works. They regard not the Iſa.g.12, 
| works of the Lord, nor con- 
ſider the operation of his hands 
5 Judgment for managing 
of their calling. They are 1fa.z8.7, 
out of the way through ſirong 
drinke, they erre in viſion, 
ſtumble in judgment. 
6 Comman fenſe, fo as 
they become ſots. They p,,, - 
have firuck me. ſhalt thou ſay, Ire 
end I was nt ſick , they have 
beaten me and I felt it nit. 


Zhe drunkards have made Plal. 63.1% 
B 


ſongs 


Iſfa.i8.7. 
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B 


ſongs of me. They purſue drink 


A 


them up. They are ſwallowed 
up of wine. 


Poſitively, it diſpoſeth to other 


.C ims; 


[ Whoredome. Thine oe: 
| ſhall bebold ſtrange women. 
Wicked ſpeaking. Thine 


things. 
Mocking and railing. Wie 
is a mocker , ſirong drink, it 
< raging. 

Contention and babling, 
Who hath contentions ? Who 
hath bablings? They that tar- 
rie lorg at the wine. 

Injuſtice. Leſt they drinks 

| and forget the Law, and pers 
{vert judgment. 


till it purſues them, They ſwal- | 
low down it , till it ſwallow * 


beert ſhall ſpeck, perverſe | 


Yea there isno fin that drunkenneſ 
diſpoſcth not to, unleſle it requires more 
wit =_ command abſtemiouineffe) then 
drunkenneſle leaves a man. 

It 
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It makes a man a flave to a ſenſlefſe Indeco> 
creature. Olive mmg MAsropifert, and fo rum 


| takes away the Image of God , wherein 12-3. 
| man wasmade Lord of the Creatures. 


All tables are full of vomit, and filthineſſe, ſo 19.238. 
that there is no place clean. 

In one word, but often applyed, the Inwile. 
Scripture ſayes, Wo to them, Wo to the Ifa.a,.L 
Drunkards of Ephraim | 

And leſt a man with a ſide paunch, and 
melancholy dull temper , who could 
ſand when others fell, might think him- 


| felt exempted from the Wo : Wo unto them Iſi.g.22. 


(faich the Lord ) that are mighty to drink 
wine,and men of ſirength to mingle ſtrong drink. 

The partcicularevils to the body, eſtate Proy.21. 
temporal], ſpiritual, would be long to 17. 
recite, 

Take that for all, which S. Pau! tells 
the Galatians, and had told them in times 
paſt ; That « Dnunkard cannt inherit the Gal.g,21. 
Kingdom of G.d. 

Bites like a ſerpent and ſtings like an Adder, Injucun- 
Pro.23.29. dum. 

Thus we ſee how the Scripture fucni- 
ſheth with motives to Dehorcation from 
the great evill of this tin. 

he Scripture likewiſe Iayes do:yn the 4,4, um. 
ariuum both 
trom 
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Wichin. 1 will ſeek it yet agein, 
Prov 2 3.35. 
from 
Wichout. Come ye ( fay they ) 
I will fetch wine,&c.Iſa.56.12, 


Per mo« Means. 
dum re- | 
movend: Looke not upon the wine when it is 


illativa. red, when it gives his colour in the cup. 
Prov.23.3: Benot among winesbibers. 

V.20 Take heed that at ns time your heart be mede 
Luc.21 34 heauie with drunkenneſſe. 
Per mo» Watch and pray. 
dum infe= Be filled with the Spirit, fpeaking to your 
rendi pro= ſelves with Pſalms and Hymns, and \pirituall 
bibittug. Songs , making melodie in your hearts to the 

Lord. 


This will keep. out drunken catches, 
and bray ing out the hot fumes (that wine 
hath bred within) in brutiſh roarings. 


$4677, As in the former Branch, where the 
proper adjun& was demon(trated of the 

proper ſubjeCt, by the proper cauſe. 
Vſe. 1 That there isa Dehortation which 

Inftrut. isnot in righteonſneſſe. 

2 So propenſe weare to evill that we 

ſtand in need to be dehorted from it. 
3 The 


= en mnlomo3bio ont 
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F-2 ay -- 2 of God that gives it 
| usin his Word, 

4 That we are not fatally kept back 
from evill, but by Dehortation or dif- 
ſwaſion. 

5 Happy is their eſtate who injoy 
Gods word thus Dehortatorie from evil. 

6 Wretched is theirs who want it. 

7 The unexcuſableneſle of thoſe that 
elſchew nor evill, when Gods own word 
dehorts them. 


> B———_— ——— 


{1 Thoſethat ſubmit not themſelves 
to the dehortations fetched from 
Gods word. The aggravation of 

| their ſingis, For that they will ſub- 
mit to other dehortations. 


2 Thoſe that dehort not others from 
evill. Their fin is aggravated by 
this, That they will dehort , or 
diſlwade from other things, cſpeci- 
ally from Good. 


Reprehenſion of 


Conſolation againſt evils is, We have 
the Scripture fit to diſſwade us from evil, 
To ſubmit our ſelvs to the dehortations Fyhgrt- 
of the Scripture. Thou haſt laid up thy word 711, - 
n mine heart, that I ſhould not ſin againſt thee. 
IHE END. 


